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Abstract: 
A protocol is an agreed upon format for interaction at the computer as well as the human level. A 
protocol stack is a series of protocols arranged in layers, each layer performing a single, well-defined 
function, with clearly delineated interfaces, which permit functional replacement at a layer-by-layer level. 

 
 
General: 

 
The Health and Human Services Delivery Center (HHS DC) supports the Departments of Health (DOH), 
Human Services (DHS), Aging (PDA), Drug and Alcohol Programs (DDAP) and Military and Veterans 
Affairs (DMVA). 
 
The purpose of this document is to a n n o u n c e  the network protocol d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  
N e t w o r k  U n i t  a n d  i n  p l a c e  a t  the Health and Human Services Delivery Center (HHS DC) 
Technology Services Office (TSO). 
 
 
Standard: 
TCP/IP 
For the network, HHS DC TSO selected the Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) 
protocol stack originally developed during the late 1960s through research funded by the Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). 
TCP/IP provides a common transport environment between disparate computer systems, a common set 
of tools and utilities (for terminal access, file transfer, electronic mail, and network management), and a 
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standard mechanism for inter-process communication. 
 
Exemptions from this Standard: 
There will be no exemptions to this standard. 
 

Refresh Schedule: 
All standards and referenced documentation identified in this standard will be subject to review and 
possible revision annually or upon request by the HHS Delivery Center Domain Leads. 
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