2023 4th Quarter Fatalities/Near Fatalities 
October 1 to December 31, 2023

Fatalities
Allegheny
1.) A 3-week-old male child died on March 16, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. The Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report on October 19, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported that the victim child was found unresponsive, and emergency medical services were contacted. The child was transported to the hospital and subsequently was pronounced dead. An autopsy revealed the child died as a result of illegal substance exposure. It was determined through the investigation that the mother was the sole caregiver of the child at the time of the incident. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare.

2.) An 11-month-old female child died on October 9, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. The Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report on November 2, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was found in the bathtub facedown and emergency medical services were contacted. The child was transported to the hospital and subsequently pronounced dead. It was determined through the investigation that the mother left the child unattended in the bathtub which led to the child drowning. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.
Beaver
3.) A 4-month-old female child died on November 4, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Beaver County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on December 21, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was found blue with no pulse and emergency medical services were contacted. The child was transported to the hospital. A toxicology screening revealed the child tested positive for an illegal substance. It was determined through the investigation that the mother was the sole caregiver of the child and was using illegal substances at the time of the child’s ingestion; the father was aware the mother was using illegal substances and allowed the mother to be the sole caregiver of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in kinship care and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare.


Bedford
4.) A 1-month-old male child died on July 9, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Bedford County Children and Youth indicated the report on October 10, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and a female household member as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim was found unresponsive in the bed with the mother and the female household member and emergency medical services were contacted. Upon arrival of emergency services, the child was pronounced dead. An autopsy revealed the child tested positive for an illegal substance. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the female household member used the illegal substance on the date of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and the female household member had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.
Lawrence
5.) A 2-year-old female child died on June 29, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Lawrence County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on November 3, 2023, naming the victim child’s father’s paramour as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child became unresponsive and emergency medical services were contacted. The child presented to the hospital with a brain bleed, bilateral subdural hematomas, severe cerebral edema, brain herniation, bilateral retinal hemorrhages, and significant metabolic and organ dysfunction. The injuries sustained were indicative of non-accidental trauma. It was determined through the investigation that the father’s paramour was the sole caregiver of the child at the time of the incident. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provide. At the time the report was indicated, the father’s paramour had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.
Lancaster
6.) A 3-year-old male child died on October 20, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. Lancaster County Children and Youth Social Services Agency indicated the report on November 22, 2023, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child found a firearm and shot himself in the head. Emergency medical services were contacted, and the child was transported to the hospital. The child subsequently was pronounced dead. It was determined through the investigation that the firearm used in the shooting belonged to the father and the father failed to properly secure the loaded firearm. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

7.) A 3-month-old female child died on October 4, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. Lancaster County Children and Youth Social Services Agency indicated the report on November 29, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of incident, it was reported the victim child was found dead in a vehicle and emergency medical services were contacted. An autopsy revealed the child died as a result of hyperthermia. It was determined through the investigation that the mother left the child unattended in a vehicle for several hours which caused the child’s death. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare.

8.) A 4-year-old male child died on October 3, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. Lancaster County Children and Youth Social Services Agency indicated the report on November 2, 2023, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was run over by a skid loader and was transported to the local hospital. The child presented to the hospital with bilateral displaced skull fractures, subdural hematoma, subarachnoid hemorrhage, and pneumocephalus. The child subsequently died as a result of the injuries sustained. It was determined through the investigation that the father was the sole caregiver of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the four other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.
Montgomery
9.) A 6-year-old male child died on July 16, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. The Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth indicated the report on October 27, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and stepfather as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was found unresponsive in bed and emergency medical services were contacted. A toxicology screening revealed the child tested positive for an illegal substance. The child died as a result of the illegal drug intoxication. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the stepfather have a history of illegal substance use and the father was actively using at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.


Northumberland
10.) A 7-month-old female child died on September 19, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Northumberland County Child and Youth Services indicated the report on October 17, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported that the victim child was brought to the emergency room due to the child not responding appropriately. The child presented to the hospital having difficulty breathing and further medical testing revealed retinal, brain, and spinal damage. The child subsequently died as the result of the injuries sustained. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the father caused the injuries sustained which led to the death of the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of their respective father and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and the father had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare.
Philadelphia
11.) A 13-year-old male child died on October 18, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. The Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on December 1, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child’s death had been reported to a funeral home and the mother was directed to contact emergency medical services (EMS). Upon arrival of EMS, the child was in cardiac arrest and subsequently died. It was determined through the investigation that the child had been sick for several days and the mother did not seek medical care for the child due to religious beliefs. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

12.) A 2-year-old male child died on October 1, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. The Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on December 15, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother’s paramour as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child fell down a flight of stairs and emergency medical services were contacted. The child presented to the hospital with hypoxic brain injury, a left femur fracture, multiple skull fractures, defused brain edema, and subdural and subaortic hemorrhages. The injuries sustained were indicative of abusive head trauma and non-accidental trauma. It was determined through the investigation that the injuries sustained were not caused by falling down the stairs and the mother’s paramour was the sole caregiver of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the mother and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation as pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

13.) An 11-year-old male child died on October 1, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. The Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on December 6, 2023, naming the victim child’s maternal grandmother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was having difficulty breathing due to chronic asthma and emergency services were contacted. The child subsequently was pronounced dead. It was determined through the investigation that the maternal grandmother did not provide the child with consistent medical care for the child’s ongoing chronic asthma which led to the child’s death. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.
Washington
14.) A 19-month-old female child died on June 10, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. Washington County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on November 15, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child died as a result of illegal substance toxicity. It was determined through the investigation that the mother failed to adequately supervise the child which led to the child ingesting the illegal substance. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with a relative and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

15.) A 14-month-old male child died on October 24, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Washington County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on December 22, 2023, naming an unknown perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was found unresponsive and emergency medical services were contacted. Upon arrival of emergency medical services, the child was found cold and stiff. Further medical examination revealed bruising, multiple fractures, and head trauma. It was determined through the investigation that a perpetrator could not be determined, and the child died as the result of the injuries sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in kinship care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.


Westmoreland
16.) A 7-month-old male child died on July 21, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect and physical abuse. Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau indicated the report on December 15, 2023, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the father was sleeping on the couch with the victim child and when the father woke, he found the child dead next to him; emergency medical services were contacted. The child subsequently was pronounced dead. It was determined through the investigation that the father admitted to being under the influence of alcohol and co-sleeping with the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the mother and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

17.) A 5-year-old male child died on February 7, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau indicated the report on December 15, 2023, naming the victim child’s adoptive mother and adoptive mother’s husband as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was choking and became unresponsive; emergency medical services were contacted. The child presented to the hospital covered with bruises in various stages of healing and a subdural hematoma. The child subsequently died as a result of the injuries sustained. It was determined through the investigation that the adoptive mother and the adoptive mother’s husband were responsible for the injuries sustained by the child which led to the child’s death. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the four other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with their respective parents and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and the mother’s husband had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare.  



Near Fatalities
Allegheny
1.) A 20-month-old male child nearly died on August 30, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. The Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report on October 5, 2023, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was transported to the hospital due to the child acting abnormally. The child arrived at the hospital unresponsive. A toxicology screening revealed the child tested positive for an illegal substance. It was determined through the investigation that the father possessed and was using the illegal substance in the home. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child remained in the home and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

2.) A 1-month-old male child nearly died September 30, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. The Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report on December 20, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was found in severe respiratory distress in the home and was transported to the hospital. The child presented to the hospital with linear bruising over the right jaw and pinpoint bruising on the chest and right upper forearm. Further medical testing revealed a healing posterior rib fracture. The injuries sustained were indicative of abuse. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the father were the sole caregivers of the child at the time of the incident and could not provide a plausible explanation for the injuries sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in agency care during hospitalization and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

3.) A 2-month-old female child nearly died on September 6, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. The Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report on November 30, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported that the victim child attended a scheduled medical appointment where the child was noted to have an increased head circumference, therefore, a magnetic resonance image was completed which revealed a brain hemorrhage; the child was transported to the hospital. Further medical testing revealed healing rib fractures. The injuries sustained were consistent with shaking. It was determined through the investigation, that the mother and the father were the sole caregivers of the child at the time of the incident and did not provide a plausible explanation for injuries sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.
Beaver
4.) A 2-month-old male child nearly died on September 10, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect and physical abuse. Beaver County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on November 2, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother, father, and maternal aunt as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child had not been eating or eliminating waste for a few days, therefore, the child was transported to the hospital. The child presented to the hospital underweight. Further medical testing revealed the child tested positive for an illegal substance. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the father failed to adequately feed and hydrate the child and the maternal aunt admitted to using the illegal substance in the same room as the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed in kinship care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and the father had been criminally charged and no criminal charges had been filed against the maternal aunt. The family was previously known to child welfare.
Blair
5.) A 1-month-old female child nearly died on November 9, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Blair County Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report December 27, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother, father, paternal grandmother, and paternal grandfather as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the mother transported the victim child to the hospital due to redness around the child’s eye. The child presented to the hospital with petechia and bruising covering various parts of the body, subconjunctival hemorrhages, left parietal skull fracture, a buckle fracture of right first metatarsal, and healing rib and clavicle fractures. The injuries sustained were indicative of abuse. It was determined through the investigation that the mother, the father, the paternal grandmother, and the paternal grandfather were the sole caregivers of the child at the time of the incident and did not provide a plausible explanation for the injuries sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with a relative and no services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.

6.) A 16-month-old female child nearly died on September 24, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. Blair County Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report November 28, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and mother’s paramour as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was having difficulty breathing and was transported to the emergency room. The child presented to the hospital unresponsive, and a toxicology screening revealed the child tested positive for an illegal substance. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the mother’s paramour were the sole caregivers of the child at the time the illegal substance was ingested, and the mother and the mother’s paramour were using the illegal substance and left the illegal substance accessible to the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with the father and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and the mother’s paramour had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare.
Bradford
7.) A 9-month-old female child nearly died on October 29, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. Bradford County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on December 5, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and mother’s paramour as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was found unresponsive and emergency medical services were contacted. Upon arrival at the hospital, the child was administered Narcan and responded positively. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the mother’s paramour were the sole caregivers of the child at the time of the ingestion. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with relatives and no services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare.  
Crawford
8.) A 2-year-old female child nearly died on September 22, 2023, as a result of physical abuse and serious physical neglect. Crawford County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on November 21, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was found on the floor between the crib and the wall covered in blisters and emergency medical services were contacted. The child presented to the hospital with burns on the right cheek, neck, and ankle, facial swelling, right facial paralysis, linear abrasions on the scalp. The injuries sustained were indicative of abuse. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the father left the child unsupervised for an extended period of time which led to the child sustaining injuries and the mother and the father did not seek immediate medical attention for the child for the injuries sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in kinship care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.


Dauphin
9.) An 8-year-old male child nearly died on August 11, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. Dauphin County Social Services for Children and Youth indicated the report October 16, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and maternal grandmother as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child had a chronic medical condition and presented to the emergency room due to constipation and an extended period of time with no bowel movement. The child presented to the hospital with weight loss and severe dehydration. It was determined through the investigation that the maternal grandmother and the mother were aware of the medical deterioration of the child at the time of the incident and failed to seek medical attention for the child; in addition, the mother failed to assure the child was sufficiently hydrated. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged and no criminal charges had been filed against the maternal grandmother. The family was previously known to child welfare.

10.) A 3-year-old female child nearly died on August 26, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. Dauphin County Social Services for Children and Youth indicated the report on November 2, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child fell into a pool and was found not breathing. Emergency medical services were contacted, and the child was transported to the local hospital.  The child presented to the hospital in cardiac arrest. It was determined through the investigation that the mother left the child unsupervised with access to the pool which led to the child drowning. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, there were no criminal charges filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.
Erie
11.) A 13-month-old female child nearly died on September 22, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. The Erie County Office of Children and Youth indicated the report on October 27, 2023, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child ingested an illegal substance and was transported to the local emergency room. The child presented to the hospital lethargic with pinpoint pupils. The child tested positive for an illegal substance and Narcan was administered. It was determined through the investigation that the father was the sole caregiver of the child at the time of the incident and admitted to illegal substance use.  As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the four other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home with the mother and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare.
Lackawanna
12.) A 5-year-old male child nearly died on October 15, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. The Lackawanna County Office of Youth and Families indicated the report on December 20, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported that the victim child went into cardiac arrest while at school and emergency medical services were contacted. The child presented to the hospital and was determined to have bronchitis which progressed to pneumonia and sepsis. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the father did not seek medical attention for the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was under agency care during hospitalization and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in kinship care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.
Luzerne
13.) A 2-year-old female child nearly died on August 29, 2023, as a result of physical abuse and serious physical neglect. Luzerne County Children and Youth Agency indicated the report October 27, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was having shortness of breath and emergency medical services were contacted. The child presented to the hospital and tested positive for illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation that the mother was aware the child ingested illegal substances and failed to seek medical treatment for the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of incident were placed in foster care and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.
Mercer
14.) A 12-month-old male child nearly died on November 1, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect and physical abuse. Mercer County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on November 15, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported that during medical testing a brain bleed was revealed. The injuries sustained were indicative of abusive head trauma. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the father failed to seek medical treatment for the child after the child sustained an injury inflicted by the father. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed with relatives and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged and no criminal charges were filed against the mother. The family was previously known to child welfare.
Montgomery
15.) A 1-month-old male nearly died on August 7, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect. The Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth indicated the report on October 10, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child appeared malnourished while attending a well visit at the primary care physician and was transported to the local hospital. The child presented to the hospital severely underweight. It was determined through the investigation that the mother failed to adequately provide the child with adequate nutrition and the father failed to seek medical care for the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.
Monroe
16.) A 3-year-old female child nearly died on August 13, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Monroe County Children and Youth indicated the report on October 3, 2023, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported a bottle of alcohol in the kitchen caused an explosion which burned the victim child; the child was transported to the local hospital. The child presented to the hospital with burn injuries covering forty percent of the body. It was determined through the investigation that the father’s actions caused the burns to the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with the mother and no services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the father had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.
Northampton
17.) A 4-year-old female child nearly died on August 29, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Northampton County Children, Youth, and Families Division indicated the report on October 25, 2023, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was stabbed by the father and a family member contacted emergency medical services. The child presented to the hospital with multiple stab wounds. It was determined through the investigation that the father admitted to stabbing the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare.


Northumberland
18.) A 14-month-old male child nearly died on August 30, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Northumberland County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on October 23, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother’s paramour as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child became unresponsive in the bathtub and emergency medical services were contacted. The child presented to the hospital with a skull fracture and subdural hemorrhage. It was determined through the investigation that the mother’s paramour was the sole caregiver of the child at the time of the incident and admitted to causing the injuries to the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child remained in the care of the mother and no services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the mother’s paramour had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.
Philadelphia
19.) A 10-month-old male child nearly died on August 27, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. The Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on October 18, 2023, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child fell off the bed and was transported to the emergency room. The child presented to the hospital with bruising on the face, chest, abdomen, and buttocks, a laceration to the liver, internal bleeding, and multiple broken ribs. It was determined through the investigation that the father was the sole caregiver of the child at the time of the incident and the father did not provide a plausible explanation for the injuries sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with a relative and no services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

20.) A 4-month-old male child nearly died on October 10, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. The Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on October 31, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother and a family friend as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was having a seizure and emergency medical services were contacted. The child presented to the hospital with a subdural hemorrhage. The injury sustained was indicative of nonaccidental trauma. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the family friend were the sole caregivers of the child at the time the injury was sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home with the father and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

21.) A 2-year-old female child nearly died on August 5, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. The Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on October 9, 2023, naming an unknown perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child had a red mark on the neck and was taken to urgent care to have the mark evaluated; the child was subsequently referred to the emergency room. The child presented to the hospital with a ligature mark and bruising around the neck, burn marks on the thigh and ear, and fluid on the lung. The injuries sustained were indicative of possible asphyxiation. It was determined through the investigation that a perpetrator could not be identified. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in foster care and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.

22.) A 5-month-old female child nearly died on September 27, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. The Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on November 27, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother, maternal aunt, and unrelated adult as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported that the victim child was being fed a bottle and the child began choking, was having difficulty breathing, and became unresponsive; emergency medical services were contacted, and the child was transported to the hospital. The child presented to the hospital with bruising in both ears, right cheek, and eye, subdural hemorrhage, subarachnoid hemorrhage, and retinol hemorrhages. The injuries sustained were indicative of abusive head trauma and nonaccidental trauma. It was determined through the investigation that the mother, the maternal aunt, and the unrelated household member were the sole caregivers of the child at the time of the incident and did not provide a plausible explanation for the injuries sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in kinship care and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with their respective father. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

23.) A 2-year-old female child nearly died on September 21, 2023, as a result of physical abuse and serious physical neglect. The Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on November 4, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother, father, and paternal uncle as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was lethargic and was transported to the emergency room. The child was administered Narcan and responded positively. It was determined through the investigation that the child ingested an illegal substance and drug paraphernalia was found in the home. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in foster care and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the mother, the father, and the paternal uncle had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.
Schuylkill
24.) A 2-month-old male child nearly died on September 14, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Schuylkill County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on November 14, 2023, naming an unknown perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was on a bed and the dog jumped on the bed with the child; the child was later observed with rapid breathing and an arched stiff back therefore the child was transported to the local hospital. The child was discharged home from the hospital and later had a fever therefore the child was transported to another hospital and presented with an abrasion on forehead and brain hemorrhaging. The injuries sustained were determined not to be caused by the mechanism provided and were indicative of a shaking injury. It was determined through the investigation that an unknown perpetrator was named due to the concern for abuse however, a cause and perpetrator could not be determined. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home with supervised contact and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.
Somerset
25.) A 5-year-old female child nearly died on April 16, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. Somerset County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on December 21, 2023, naming an unknown perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child fell out of the bed multiple times, hit the head on concrete, and began vomiting. The child was transported to the hospital and presented with injury to left occipital region, left occipital skull fracture/hematoma with brain contusion, and pneumocephalus. The injuries sustained were indicative of nonaccidental trauma. It was determined through the investigation that a perpetrator could not be identified. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.
Westmoreland
26.) A 4-year-old male child nearly died on July 7, 2023, as a result of serious physical neglect and physical abuse. Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau indicated the report on December 26, 2023, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child obtained a gun and shot himself in the head. It was determined through the investigation that the mother was aware that the firearm was unsecured in the home. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. The victim had been the subject of a previous near fatality incident.
York
27.) A 4-month-old female child nearly died on September 30, 2023, as a result of physical abuse. The York County Office of Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report on November 30, 2023, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was transported to the local emergency room due to difficulty breathing. A toxicology screening revealed the child tested positive for an illegal substance. It was determined through the investigation that the father allowed the child around the illegal substance. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with a relative and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare.
