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Adams

1. A 15-month-old female child died on May 31, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Adams County Children and Youth Services (ACCYS) indicated the report on July 22, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was taken to the local hospital emergency room due to being unresponsive. The mother reported the child fell from her arms and became unresponsive. The child had an acute subdural hemorrhage and an acute right mid-shaft clavicle fracture. The injuries sustained by the child were inconsistent with the mother’s report. The child later died as the result of the injuries sustained. The mother admitted during the investigation to causing the injuries to the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother was criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In August 2017, January 2019, and May 2020, ACCYS received three general protective services (GPS) reports regarding parental substance use, lack of medical care, lack of a caregiver, and conduct of a parent that places child at risk which were determined valid and no services were provided. In February 2019, ACCYS received a GPS report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided. 

Allegheny

2. A 3-year-old female child died on June 9, 2020, as a result of physical abuse and serious physical neglect. The Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families (ACOCYF) indicated the report on August 5, 2020, naming the victim child’s father, stepmother, and stepmother’s sister as the perpetrators. On the date of incident, the victim child was found unresponsive at the father’s residence and was transported to the local hospital by emergency medical services in cardiac arrest. The child was pronounced dead and, upon examination, medical personnel noted that the child had extensive bruising to the extremities, torso, head, and genitalia. Additionally, the attending physician noted that the child appeared to be malnourished. According to the medical examiner, the child died as a result of malnutrition and failure to thrive with cachexia and profound hypoglycemia, with evidence of cutaneous blunt force trauma. The child's death was ruled a homicide. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the three other children in the home on the date of the incident were placed into kinship foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father, stepmother, and stepmother’s sister were criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In August 2016, ACOCYF received a general protective services report for parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided.


Butler

3. A 4-year-old male child died on July 16, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Butler County Children and Youth Services (BCCYS) indicated the report on September 8, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and the babysitter as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the babysitter took the victim child to play near a body of water where the child slipped into the water and could not be located. Emergency services were not contacted by the babysitter nor by the family but rather the father, mother, and babysitter’s boyfriend arrived on scene dove in the water and found the child below the surface. The babysitter’s boyfriend administered cardiopulmonary resuscitation while the mother contacted emergency services. Emergency services arrived at the scene, the child was taken to the local hospital and subsequently was life flighted to the regional trauma center. Once at the trauma center, the child was placed in the intensive care unit on life support systems with no discernable brain function and subsequently died. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the mother and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The victim child’s family and the family of the babysitter were previously known child welfare. In April 2004 and June 2013, BCCYS received two child protective services (CPS) reports regarding causing sexual abuse or exploitation of a child through any act/failure to act and serious physical neglect which were indicated and services were provided. In August 2007, BCCYS received a CPS report regarding bodily injury which was founded and services were provided. In August 2008, BCCYS received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding delay/denial in healthcare which was determined valid and no services were provided. In June 2017 and January 2020, BCCYS received two GPS reports regarding homelessness and truancy which were determined valid and services were provided. In February 2019, May 2019, and October 2019, BCCYS received GPS reports regarding truancy which were determined valid and no services were provided. 

Carbon

4. A 3-year-old male child died on February 11, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Carbon County Children and Youth Services (CCCYS) indicated the report on July 24, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother, father, and two adult household members as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found unresponsive by the mother and transported to the hospital, where the child was pronounced dead. An autopsy was performed and toxicology tests results determined the cause of death to be illegal substance toxicity. The criminal investigation revealed that the parents and adult household members admitted to using the illegal substance and drug paraphernalia was discovered in the home. The illegal substances were provided by the household members and one of the household members admitted that the child had possibly been exposed to the substance. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the custody of the parents and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother, the father, and two adult household members were criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In February 2017, CCCYS received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding parental substance use and general neglect which was determined valid and no services were provided. In April 2017, CCCYS received a GPS report regarding parental substance use and general neglect which was determined valid and services were provided. In January 2020, MCCYS received two GPS reports regarding truancy. This report was active at the time of the fatality incident.

5. A 2-year-old male child died on May 24, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Carbon County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on July 21, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child died from a self-inflicted single gunshot wound to the head. It was determined through the investigation that a loaded gun was left in a bin that contained the child’s toys which was left on the floor accessible to the child. Both parents were aware that the gun was accessible to the child and allowed the child to be unsupervised in the room where the gun was located. Law enforcement and emergency medical services responded to the incident scene. The child was transported by ambulance to the hospital where the child was pronounced dead. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and father were criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Dauphin

6. A 14-year-old male child died on July 6, 2020, as a result serious physical neglect. Dauphin County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on August 18, 2020, naming the victim child’s father and the father’s paramour as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child died as the result of an overdose of an illegal substance. It was determined through the investigation that the father and father’s paramour tested positive for illegal substances. It was also determined through the investigation that both the father and the paramour were aware the victim child was using illegal substances excessively and did not attempt to intervene. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 
 
7. A 6-month-old male child died on December 18, 2016, as a result of physical abuse. Dauphin County Children and Youth Services (DCCYS) indicated the report on September 28, 2020, naming the victim child’s father and mother as the perpetrators. On July 30, 2020, new information was obtained from the final autopsy which disclosed that the victim child had three skull fractures, with two separate points of contact and the cause of death was determined to be blunt force trauma to the head. It was determined through the investigation that the parents were the sole caretakers of the child at the time when the injuries were sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of incident were placed with relatives and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In October 2015, DCCYS received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding medical neglect which was determined valid and no services were provided. In December 2016, DCCYS received a child protective services report regarding serious physical neglect which was indicated and services were provided. In January 2017, DCCYS received a GPS report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided.

Erie 

8. A 1-week-old female child died on June 7, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Erie County Office of Children and Youth (ECOCY) indicated the report on August 12, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of incident, the mother woke up and found the victim child underneath her unresponsive with blood coming from the nose. It was determined through the investigation the mother and the father were co-sleeping with the child on two couches pushed together and the parents were under the influence of illegal substances at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with relatives and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2018 and May 2020, ECOCY received general protective services reports regarding parental substance use which were determined valid and services were provided.

9. A 1-month-old female child died on July 28, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Erie County Office of Children and Youth (ECOCY) indicated the report on August 18, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child’s father contacted emergency medical services due to the child being unresponsive and cold to the touch. The child was transported via ambulance to a local hospital and intubated. The child presented at the hospital with seizure activity, severely imbalanced electrolytes, respiratory failure, and shock; the child was life-flighted to a specialized children’s hospital. Further medical testing revealed the child had multilayered bilateral retinal hemorrhages, global cerebral edema, intracranial hemorrhage, including vitreous hemorrhage, edema of the spinal cord, edema consistent with cervical ligamentous injury, subdural collection in the cervical canal, and a right radius fracture with no signs of healing. The constellations of severe injuries could not be explained by an underlying medical condition and were the result of trauma. The child subsequently died as a result of the injuries sustained. It was determined through the investigation that the parents were the only caretakers of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In June 2020, ECOCY received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and no services were provided. This report was active at the time of the fatality incident.

Franklin

10. A 9-year-old male child died on July 8,2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Franklin County Children and Youth Services (FCCYS) indicated the report on July 22, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child suffered a gunshot wound inflicted by the 13-year-old sibling. The child was taken to the local hospital where the child died as the result of the gunshot wound sustained. It was reported by the sibling they were playing “cops and robbers” with a handgun and that the victim child would not comply with the sibling’s requests; the sibling also reported knowing the handgun was loaded. It was determined through the investigation that the father had two loaded handguns in the home for protection that were stored in a console of a couch and both the father and mother were aware the handguns were accessible to children. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with relatives and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the 13-year-old sibling, the mother, and the father were criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In January 2020, FCCYS received a general protective services report regarding inadequate shelter which was determined valid and no services were provided.

Lancaster

11. A 19-month-old male child died on July 17, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. The Department of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth, and Families’ Central Regional Office indicated the report on August 13, 2020, naming the victim child’s14-year-old foster sibling as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was taken to the local hospital’s emergency room due to being in cardiac arrest. The child was placed on a ventilator and life flighted to a specialty hospital. It was determined through the investigation that the 14-year-old foster sibling was responsible for supervising and caring for the child when the child drowned in a decorative fishpond on the foster family’s property. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other foster child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in a different foster home and the one other foster sibling remained in the home. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The foster family was previously known to child welfare. In March 2017, Centre County Children and Youth Services received a general protective services report regarding inadequate hygiene which was determined valid and no services were provided. The victim child’s biological family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2019, Schuylkill County Children and Youth received a child protective services report regarding causing serious physical neglect which was indicated and services were provided. 

12. A 19-month-old female child died on July 17, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Lancaster County Children and Youth Social Services Agency indicated the report on August 26, 2020, naming the victim child’s maternal step-grandfather as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child had been struck by a car in front of the home while the maternal step-grandfather was supervising the child. The child was taken to the hospital by emergency medical services where the child died as the result of the injuries sustained by being struck by the vehicle. Through the investigation it was determined the child had to travel a considerable distance to get to the area where the child was found, indicating that the child was unsupervised for a prolonged period. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was returned to the care of the mother and was not left in the care of the maternal step-grandfather beyond this incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In January 2020, Dauphin County Social Services for Children and Youth received a general protective services report regarding homelessness which was determined invalid and services were not provided.

Lebanon

13. A 12-year-old male child died on May 26, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect and physical abuse. Lebanon County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on July 9, 2020, naming the victim child’s father and the father’s paramour as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found dead in his bedroom. There were feces and urine all over the child’s room and on the child. The child had a descended stomach and the arms and legs appeared to be malnourished. The preliminary autopsy stated the child had a left orbital fracture, hematoma on the brain, and bruising between the ribs. It was determined through the investigation that the father and the father’s paramour were responsible for the injuries sustained by the child and for the state in which the child was found dead in his bedroom. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with relatives and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Luzerne

14. A 4-month-old male child died on June 5, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Luzerne County Children and Youth Services (LCCYS) indicated the report on August 19, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was transported by emergency medical services to the hospital due to being found by the mother in his crib unresponsive. The autopsy revealed that the child was positive for an illegal substance. Neither parent was able to provide an explanation for the illegal substance in the child’s system. It was determined through the investigation that the father was the last person to have contact with the child before the ingestion of the substance. As the result of the safety assessment completed, two of the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with their biological father and the other child was placed in foster care. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In January 2020, LCCYS received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was screened-out and no services were provided. 

Mifflin

15. A 3-year-old male child died on May 22, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Mifflin County Children and Youth Services (MCCYS) indicated the report on July 15, 2020, naming the victim child’s maternal step-grandfather as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found by the maternal step-grandfather drowning in the backyard pool. The step-grandfather contacted emergency medical services and the child was life flighted to a local specialty hospital. The child later died after being removed from life support. The maternal step-grandfather was reported to be the individual who was responsible for supervising the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident had no unsupervised contact with the maternal step-grandfather and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In October 2019, MCCYS received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined invalid and no services were provided.

Montgomery

16. [bookmark: _GoBack]A 10-month-old male child died on May 19, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth (MCOCY) indicated the report on July 15, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child drowned in the bathtub. It was reported that the mother ran a bath for the child and placed the child in the bathtub seat, then went into the bedroom and fell asleep. The child’s father came into the house and found the child face down in the tub unresponsive. The father picked up the child, woke the mother, and then called emergency medical services. The child was taken to the local hospital and the child was unable to be resuscitated. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.  

Monroe 

17. A 2-year-old female child died on July 2, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Monroe County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on August 19, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found face down in a relative’s pool that the mother and child had visited to go swimming. The mother reported the child was in the pool with a flotation device while the mother was eating lunch on the deck; the mother was going back and forth between the deck and the pool to check on the child when she discovered the child was no longer in the flotation device and was face down in the pool. The child was removed from the pool by a relative and cardiopulmonary resuscitation was initiated until emergency medical services arrived. The child was transported to the local emergency room and pronounced dead. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the other three children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Philadelphia 

18. A 16-month-old male died on July 29, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on August 20, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother left the victim child in the care of the 12-year-old sibling for several days; when the mother returned, the child was vomiting, and the stomach was enlarged, and medical treatment was not sought immediately. When the mother contacted emergency medical services and they arrived the child was pronounced dead. An autopsy was completed which revealed the child had ingested a gold chain which led to the child’s death. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother was criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

19. A 19-month-old female child died on July 19, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS), indicated the report on September 1, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother’s paramour as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother found the victim child not breathing after being left in the care of the mother’s paramour. The paramour reported the child fell down the stairs. Emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted and when EMS arrived, the child was found not breathing, was pulseless, and remained in that state upon arrival at the hospital. The child was found to have bruising and bleeding on the inside of the lip. The physician determined the injuries sustained were the result of non-accidental trauma. It was determined through the investigation the paramour was the only caretaker responsible for the child at the time of the incident and the mother was suspicious that the paramour hurt the child due to a history of domestic violence. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in the care of their biological father and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother’s paramour was criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In August 2019, PDHS received a general protective services report regarding lack of supervision which was determined valid and no services were provided.

Warren

20. A 2-year-old female child died on August 17, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Warren County Children and Youth Services (WCCYS) indicated the report on September 17, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and stepfather as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was playing in the yard and the mother noticed the child was no longer in the yard; the child was later found unresponsive, unclothed, and dirty floating in a creek near the family’s home. It was determined through the investigation the mother could not confirm checking on the child between approximately 12:15pm and 2:00pm when she realized the child was no longer in the yard. It was reported after being unable to locate the child the mother and stepfather began searching the area and the child was found in a local creek approximately 400 yards from the home. When found, the child was unresponsive, so the mother contacted emergency medical services. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation was administered by a relative who was on the scene and continued by law enforcement until the child was transported to a local hospital and pronounced dead. The medical examination determined the official cause of death for the child was drowning. The investigation with law enforcement revealed the mother and stepfather’s timelines showed inconsistencies and the mother reported that the father was also in the caretaking role at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the four other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and father were criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In January 2013, WCCYS received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding behavioral health concerns of a parent which was determined valid and services were provided. In November 2015 and December 2018, WCCYS received a GPS report regarding inappropriate discipline and behavioral concerns of a child which were determined valid and services were not provided. In July 2019, WCCYS received a child protective services (CPS) report regarding causing bodily injury which was indicated and services were provided. In September 2019 and February 2020 WCCYS received two CPS reports regarding physical abuse, physical neglect, and sexual abuse which were unfounded and services were provided. The family was active with WCCYS at the time of the fatality incident.


Near Fatalities

Beaver

1. A 14-month-old female child nearly died on June 16, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Beaver County Children and Youth Services (BCCYS) indicated the report on August 6, 2020, naming the victim child’s maternal grandmother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found unresponsive while in the care of the maternal grandmother and taken to the local children’s hospital, admitted to the intensive care unit, and intubated. The child was treated with Narcan and responded. The child received toxicology testing which resulted in positive result for illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation the maternal grandmother was the sole caretaker of the child at the time of the incident and the maternal grandmother admitted to the illegal substance being her illegal substance. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital to the care of a relative and the four other children in the home at the time of the incident were also placed in kinship care. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In December 2014 and March 2019, BCCYS received two general protective services reports regarding drug exposed newborns which were determined valid and services were provided. The family was active with BBCYS at the time of the near fatality incident.

Berks 

2. A 3-month-old nearly died on May 18, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Berks County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on July 16, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was taken to urgent care due to being lethargic, blue/purple in color around the mouth, hands, and feet, and decreased level of consciousness. The child was subsequently taken the hospital and administered Naloxone to which the child was responsive. The child was given a drug screening and tested positive for both over the counter and illegal substances. The physician reported that due to the child’s developmental age the child does not have the ability to independently ingest substances. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the father were the sole caretakers of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital into foster care. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In February 2020, CCCYS received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided. The family was active with CCCYS at the time of the near fatality incident. 

3. A 13-year-old male child nearly died on January 1, 2017, as a result of serious physical neglect. Berks County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on July 17, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and stepfather as the perpetrators. On May 21, 2020, the victim child
was hospitalized for severe malnutrition which was determined to be unrelated to an underlying medical condition. The child gained eleven pounds during the hospitalization. Through the investigation it was determined the child suffered a pattern of significant weight lost due to the willful restriction of food by the mother and stepfather which dated back to January 1, 2017; the mother and stepfather were solely responsible for the health and well-being of the child during this time period. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital and placed in foster care and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Cumberland 

4. A 4-month-old male child nearly died on June 25, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Cumberland County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on July 29, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was brought to the hospital by the parents due to being in cardiac arrest. The child was flown to another medical center and found to have bilateral subdural hematomas and a healing tibia fracture. During the investigation, the father admitted to violently shaking the child and the mother denied knowing that this incident occurred. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital into kinship care and the parents were not permitted to have contact with the child. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father was criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

5. A 3-month-old female child nearly died on July 4, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Cumberland County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on September 1, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child fell asleep on the father’s chest, woke up screaming, and was transported to the local hospital’s emergency room by the parents. Upon arrival at the hospital, the child was noted to be seizing, limp, and pale, with blue lips. A computerized tomography scan revealed the child had a subdural hematoma. The physician determined the injuries sustained were non-accidental in nature. It was determined through the investigation that the parents did not disclose causing any trauma to the child and they were the only caretakers of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital to the care of the parents with a safety plan implemented that all contact would be supervised by relatives and services were provided. There were no other children in the home. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior child welfare involvement.

Dauphin 

6. A 2-year-old female child nearly died on March 2, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Dauphin County Social Services for Children and Youth (DCSSCY) indicated the report on August 11, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On June 22, 2020, the victim child was seen at the local children’s hospital and admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit for treatment due to losing 5.9 pounds since December 2019, and the child had temperature, heart rate, and blood pressure instability. The child was severely malnourished with visible ribs, bones, and skin tenting and there was a concern for regression in developmental milestones. It was determined through the investigation the child had a chromosomal disorder and developmental delays which required gastrostomy tube feedings in addition to being fed by mouth. In April 2020, a physician recommended that the mother switch the child’s formula and maintain baby food feedings to promote weight gain after weight loss dating back to December 2019. During the investigation, the mother admitted to not providing the child with the baby food since March 2, 2019, not switching to the physician recommended formula, and not seeking appropriate medical care when she noticed a decline in the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was discharged from the hospital to a foster home, two of the three other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the mother, and the third child remained in the care of a relative as they were already in the care of that relative at the time of the incident. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In June 2014 and November 2016, DCSSCY received general protective services (GPS) reports regarding dental and medical neglect which were determined valid and services were not provided. In May 2018, DCSSCY received a GPS report regarding inappropriate supervision and unsafe housing conditions which was determined valid and services were provided. 

7. A 1-month-old female child nearly died on June 13, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Dauphin County Social Services for Children and Youth indicated the report on August 12, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child presented to the emergency department with a lacerated liver, bruising to the abdomen, and a rib fracture. The father reported the child pushed off the father’s chest and began to fall so the father grabbed the child causing injury. The father eventually admitted that when the child would not stop crying, he punched the child in the stomach four times. It was determined through the investigation the father was the sole caretaker of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital to the care of the mother and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with their biological mother. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the father was criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Erie

8. A 3-year-old male child nearly died on July 27, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Erie County Office of Children and Youth indicated the report on August 27, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of incident, the victim child was taken to the local hospital by a relative due to severe abdominal pain. The child presented with bruises to the back, legs, knees, the right side of the head, and around the right eye. The child was transported via medical helicopter to a specialized children’s hospital where it was determined there were tears to the colon and bowel; the physician reported this type of injury could only have been sustained from blunt force trauma to the abdomen. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and father were aware the child was ill and did not seek medical attention for the child; however, they both denied knowing how the child sustained the injuries. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital and placed in foster care. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior child welfare involvement.

Lehigh 

9. A 3-month-old male child nearly died on July 5, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Lehigh County Office of Children and Youth Services indicated the report on September 3, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother reported the child was found on the floor next to the bed and was not crying, however, the mother transported the child to the hospital to assure the child was uninjured. The investigation determined the child was noted to be unable to roll from belly to back even with gentle assistance; if the child was placed on his back as reported by the mother, he would not have been able to roll off the bed. The child was found to have an acute non-displaced left parietal bone fracture with overlying soft tissue swelling and spinal fractures. Medical professionals reported the injuries sustained were suspicious for abusive head trauma. In addition, the medical professionals reported that the child was subjected to rotational acceleration and deceleration forces caused by violent shaking with subsequent impact. It was determined through the investigation that the mother was the sole caregiver of the child at the time the injuries were sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child and the two other children who were in the home at the time of the incident were placed with the father and services were provided. At the time this report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 



Luzerne 

10. A 3-day-old male child nearly died on May 9, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Luzerne County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on July 30, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On May 20, 2020, the victim child was brought to the emergency room by the mother due to having a fever. While at the hospital, the child was found to have sustained numerous injuries including non-accidental traumatic brain injuries and skull fractures. It was determined through the investigation, the mother and father were the only caretakers for the child during the time period when the injuries were sustained, dating back to May 9, 2020, when the child was 3-days-old, and they provided no plausible explanation for the child’s injuries. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was discharged from the hospital and placed in foster care. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

11. A 16-month-old male child nearly died on June 15, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Luzerne County Children and Youth Agency indicated the report on July 14, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the mother discovered the victim child to be very lethargic after his afternoon nap and the parents took the child to the local emergency room for treatment. The child's symptoms were indicative of ingestion of an illegal substance and a toxicology screening was done which revealed the child ingested an illegal substance. During the investigation, both parents admitted to using and tested positive for the illegal substance however, neither parent were able to provide an explanation as to how the child ingested the substance. The parents were the only caretakers of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital to the care of a relative. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

12. A 9-month-old male child nearly died on May 1, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Luzerne County Children and Youth Agency indicated the report on July 9, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and stepfather as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child had bruising to the face and chest. Upon further medical evaluation the child was found to have elevated liver enzymes, abdominal trauma, liver contusion, subconjunctival hemorrhage, and multiple bruises in different stages of healing on the face and abdomen. It was determined through the investigation that the mother believed the injuries sustained by the child were caused by the child’s stepfather and the mother noticed bruising on the child. The stepfather denied causing the injuries to the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed in foster care and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with relatives. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Lycoming

13. A 14-year-old female child nearly died on May 8, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Lycoming County Children and Youth Services (LCCYS) indicated the report on July 1, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother was driving the victim child while under the influence of an illegal substance and became unconscious; when the vehicle came to a stop the child got out of the vehicle and attempted to remove the mother from the driver’s seat at which point the mother stepped on the accelerator causing the vehicle to run the child over. When emergency medical services arrived, the child was unconscious, laying in a roadway, and was transported to the emergency department. The child was diagnosed with skull fractures, a right subdural hemorrhage hematoma, temporal contusion, artery dissection, and a broken left medial malleolus. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged to the care of the father and the other two children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative. The family received no services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother was criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. Between September 2011 and January 2020, LCCYS received six general protective services reports regarding truancy, ungovernable behavior, homelessness, domestic violence, and unstable housing which were determined valid and services were provided.

Mercer 

14. A 7-month-old female child nearly died on June 7, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Mercer County Office of Children and Youth (MCOCY) indicated the report on July 7, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was taken to the emergency room by the mother and a relative after being found unresponsive and limp by the relative. The child was administered Narcan, became responsive, and subsequently was transported to a specialized children’s hospital where the child was admitted. The child was administered a drug screening and tested positive for illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation that the mother admitted to using the illegal substance and the child came into contact with paraphernalia used to administer the illegal substance. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital into foster care. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother was criminally charged. The family was previously known child welfare. In April 2016, September 2019, and October 2019, MCOCY received three general protective services reports regarding a child born substance exposed, parental substance use, conduct which places the child at risk, and inadequate healthcare which were determined valid and services were provided. 

Montgomery 

15. A 15-month-old male child nearly died on July 15, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth (MCOCY) indicated the report on September 11, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted due to the victim child not breathing and being unresponsive. When the police and EMS arrived at the hotel where the family was residing, the child was found lying on the floor unconscious. EMS administered Narcan and the child began to respond. The child was transported via EMS to a local hospital and subsequently transported to a children’s hospital. Upon arrival at the children’s hospital, the child was administered a drug screening and tested positive for illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation there were illegal substances found in the hotel room. As the result of the safety assessment completed, upon discharge from the hospital, the child was placed in foster care and transferred to a rehabilitation center and the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. In March 2017 and April 2020, MCOCY received two general protective services reports regarding a child testing positive for substances at birth which were determined valid and services were provided.

16. An 11-month-old male child nearly died on July 5, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth indicated the report on September 2, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, emergency medical services (EMS) were called to the home due to the victim child being in cardiac arrest. Upon EMS’ arrival cardiopulmonary resuscitation was initiated. A baggie was noticed with an unknown substance within 10 feet away from the child. EMS administered Narcan and the child responded. The child was initially taken to a local hospital and subsequently transferred to a specialty children’s hospital. According to hospital records, the child tested positive for a prescription substance. Both parents were present when the child ingested the substance. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital to the care of relatives, one of the two other children in the home at the time of the incident was also placed with the relatives, and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with the biological father. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and father were criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 



Monroe 

17. A 12-year-old female child nearly died on July 11, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Monroe County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on September 25, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child had a pre-existing medical condition which required medical attention which was not immediately sought. It was reported that the previous day the child had abdominal pain, a fever, and was throwing up. It was not until the next day that the child was transported several hours to a specialized pediatric hospital as opposed to the local hospital. Upon arrival at the specialized pediatric hospital, the child went into cardiac arrest which required resuscitation and was admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit in septic shock secondary to peritonitis. It was determined through the investigation that if medical intervention would have been sought at the onset of symptoms the child would not have required such significant medical intervention. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child and one other child in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Philadelphia 

18. A 12-month-old male child nearly died on July 27, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on August 18, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the mother reported the victim child appeared to have something in his mouth and was having trouble breathing so the mother brought the child to the local children’s hospital emergency room. Upon arrival at the hospital, the child had a low heart rate and the lips were blue; a comprehensive drug screen revealed that the child tested positive for illegal substances. The father reported that a friend left the substances in the car that the child discovered and then ingested; neither the mother nor the father were willing to provide information regarding the friend. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged into the care of the mother. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In January 2020, PDHS received a general protective services report regarding inadequate shelter/housing which was determined invalid and services were not provided.

19. A 3-month-old female child nearly died on July 3, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on July 24, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was brought into the hospital by the parents due to decreased activity. The child presented with seizure activity, an intracranial hemorrhage, numerous retinal hemorrhages, and rib fractures. It was determined that the child’s injuries resulted from trauma. It was determined through the investigation based on the mother’s confession that the mother inflicted the injuries sustained by the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and the family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

20. A 2-year-old male child nearly died on June 13, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on July 10, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. 
On the date of the incident, the victim child arrived at the local pediatric hospital via emergency medical services unresponsive after having seizures. The father reported the child woke up gasping for air and then was in an altered and disoriented state and appeared off balance. The child was intubated and admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit. The father disclosed to the medical team the child may have ingested illegal substances and the illegal substances were in the home at the time of the incident. A toxicology screening was completed, and the child tested positive for the illegal substance. The father did not provide credible statements during the investigation and denied having the substances in the home. The father was the only caregiver when the substances would have been ingested. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital to the care of the mother and the father had supervised visitation. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

21. A 20-month-old male child nearly died on June 9, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on July 7, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother and victim child laid down for a nap, when the mother awoke to the child screaming she noticed the child’s lips were blue and the child began to lose consciousness; the mother contacted emergency medical services to transport the child to the hospital. Upon arrival at the hospital, the child was given Narcan and vital signs returned to normal. The child was administered a toxicology screening in which the child tested positive for an illegal substance. The mother could not provide a plausible explanation as to how the child ingested the substance. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed with a relative. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In February 2020, PDHS received a general protective services report regarding domestic violence which was determined invalid and services were not provided.

22. A 12-month-old female child nearly died on July 19, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on August 11, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was brought to the local children’s hospital’s emergency room by the mother due to the child having difficulty breathing. The child presented at the hospital with symptoms consistent with an overdose and was administered Narcan to which the child was responsive. A drug screening revealed the child ingested illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and father were the sole caretakers of the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed in foster care. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In July 2019, PDHS received a general protective services report regarding caregiver substance use which was determined invalid and services were provided. 

23. A 10-month-old female child nearly died on July 8, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on July 23, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother was bathing the victim child, went downstairs to answer her cell phone, and when she returned the child was submerged faced down in the water. The child was transported to a local medical center for treatment by the mother and a relative due to being unresponsive and not being able to be revived. Once stabilized at the medical center, the child was transferred to a specialty children’s hospital and admitted to the intensive care unit where the child fully regained consciousness. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital into the care of a relative and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was also placed with the relative. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 
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