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Fatalities

Allegheny 

1. A 1-year-old female child died on December 31, 2019 as a result of serious physical neglect. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report on June 3, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of incident, the mother found the victim child blue and not breathing and emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted. The mother’s boyfriend performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation until EMS arrived. The child was transported via ambulance to the local hospital where the child was pronounced dead. A toxicology test received on April 3, 2020, indicated lethal doses of substances in the child’s system. It was determined through the investigation the mother was sole caregiver at the time the child ingested the substances. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home remained in the mother’s care and they moved into a relative’s home. The family received no services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

2. A 1-year-old male child died on September 4, 2019 as a result of serious physical neglect. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth and Families indicated the report on April 7, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and maternal grandmother as the perpetrators. On the date of incident, the victim child was found unresponsive in the mother’s bed. The mother reported that the child was returned to her care after being in the care of the maternal grandmother. The mother and the two children fell asleep in the mother’s bed in the late evening and then the mother found the child unresponsive. Emergency medical services (EMS) were called and transported the child via ambulance to the local hospital. The victim child was in cardiac arrest and EMS performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation. The victim child was intubated, and epinephrine was administered with no response. The victim child was pronounced dead. The victim child tested positive for an illegal substance based on the results of a toxicology report returned in February 2020. A drug screening was also administered for the mother, and she tested positive for different illegal substances than the victim child. The maternal grandmother did not cooperate with the investigation. The mother denied having access to the substance ingested by the child. It was determined through the investigation that mother and maternal grandmother were in the caretaking role at the time when the victim could have ingested the substances. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was determined safe in the care of the mother and the maternal grandmother would no longer serve as a babysitter for the child. The family received no services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.



Cumberland

3. A 5-month-old male child died on March 20, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Cumberland County Children and Youth Services (CCCYS) indicated the report on May 12, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was brought to the hospital via ambulance in cardiac arrest and subsequently died from the injuries sustained. The autopsy revealed the injuries sustained were aortal, pancreatic, lung, and liver hemorrhages. The hemorrhages to the back of the liver were indicative of forceful suffocation. The autopsy was ruled a homicide by forceful suffocation. It was determined through the investigation the father was responsible for causing the injuries to the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with a relative. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In October 2019, CCCYS received a general protective services report regarding substance use by the caregiver, which was determined valid, but no services were provided. 

Lancaster

4. A 4-month-old male child died on March 31, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Lancaster County Children and Youth Social Service Agency indicated the report on May 19, 2020, naming an unknown perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child presented at the local hospital emergency room in cardiac arrest with minimal brain activity. The father reported while the child was in his sole care the child had a cough and slight congestion. The father reported using the steam produced from a shower in an attempt to clear the congestion and then placed the child on the bed where the child began to cough and choke and then became unresponsive. The father contacted emergency medical services (EMS) and when EMS arrived, they found the child was not breathing, in cardiac arrest, and bleeding from the nose and mouth. The child was placed on a ventilator and the family subsequently decided to end the life sustaining measures. There was no known medical explanation for the sudden cardiac arrest that led to the child’s death and an autopsy was not completed therefore an unknown perpetrator was named. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

Luzerne

5. A 1-month-old male child died on February 6, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Luzerne County Children and Youth Agency indicated the report on April 20, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the mother was co-sleeping with the victim child on the couch and left the child to use the restroom. The mother fell asleep while in restroom; later the father reported finding the victim child on the couch cold and not breathing. The father contacted emergency medical services (EMS) and performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation with the direction of EMS until the ambulance arrived. The child was pronounced dead upon arrival at the local hospital. The medical records indicated that the child had been dead for several hours. Both the mother and child tested positive for an illegal substance and the mother also tested positive for various prescription medications. Both parents admitted to illegal substance use the evening before the child’s death. The father was aware of the mother’s substance use and left the mother in the sole caretaking role. The cause of death was determined to be Sudden Infant Death Syndrome; complicated by co-sleeping, and ingestion of illegal substances. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and services were not provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Lycoming

6. A 3-month-old female child died on April 19, 2020 as a result serious physical neglect. Lycoming County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on June 11, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was transported to the emergency room of a local hospital and presented with a fever of 104 degrees and was described as lifeless. Subsequently, the child was pronounced dead. Through the investigation it was determined, the victim child’s maternal grandmother found the child in the crib with a blanket wrapped around her neck. There were inconsistent accounts provided by both the mother and maternal grandmother regarding who found the child and who was present at the time of the incident however, the investigation determined the mother was responsible for the child at the time of the incident.   The child’s autopsy had not been received but preliminary reports indicate that the child may have died as a result of asphyxiation due to strangulation. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Monroe

7. A 9-month-old female child died on March 4, 2019 as a result of serious physical neglect. Monroe County Children and Youth Services (MCCYS) indicated the report on April 9, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother had been sleeping with the victim child in a recliner and woke up to find the child unresponsive and not breathing. Emergency medical services and law enforcement responded to the home but despite efforts to resuscitate the child, the child was pronounced dead at the home. An autopsy conducted on March 5, 2019, determined the cause of death to be unknown. On March 9, 2020, the cause of death was determined to be Sudden Infant Death associated with co-sleeping and the manner of death was determined to be homicide. Through the investigation it was determined the mother was under the influence of illegal substances while co-sleeping with the child. The cause of death was determined to be Sudden Infant Death Syndrome associated with co-sleeping and the manner of death was determined to be homicide. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the three other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the custody of the parents and the family resides with a relative. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In March 2019, MCCYS received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use and domestic violence, which was determined valid, but services were not provided.

Perry

8. A 2-month-old female child died on March 6, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Perry County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on April 29, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the child arrived at the local emergency department unresponsive and not breathing. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation was initiated, but the child was not able to be revived. The child presented with bruising over both buttocks, around the anus, and the rectum. There were two to three red linear marks, about 8 centimeters long, going from the top of the left thigh down to the groin area. There were old and new rib fractures present as well. During the investigation, the father admitted that he became frustrated due to the baby crying and having a messy diaper; he suffocated the child by placing his hands over the mouth, grabbed the child on the thighs which resulted in marks being left, and assaulted the child by shoving his finger up the child’s anus. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

Philadelphia
 
9. A 2-year-old female child died on January 11, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on April 3, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was transported to the emergency room of a local children’s hospital by emergency medical services; the child was in cardiac arrest and cardiopulmonary resuscitation was performed. There were no vital signs detected and the child was pronounced dead.  In March 2020, the results of a toxicology screening determined the child tested positive for substances. The investigation determined that mother had a history of substance use and had relapsed. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home with the supervision of a relative. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In August 2016, PDHS received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided. 

10. A 9-year-old male child died on May 26, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on June 24, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and the mother’s paramour as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found in his room with a firearm on the floor next to him and a bullet wound injury to the right side of his face. The victim child was taken to the local hospital, and subsequently pronounced dead. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and mother’s paramour were aware the firearm was stored in the residence in an unsecured location where the victim child had access to the firearm. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with the biological father and a relative. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and mother’s paramour had been criminally charged. The mother’s paramour was previously known to child welfare. In February 2010, PDHS received a child protective services report regarding physical abuse, which was indicated but services were not provided. The mother’s family had no documented child welfare involvement.

11. A 23-month-old male child died on June 7, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on June 30, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On June 3, 2020, the victim child drowned in a pool and subsequently suffered a cardiac arrest. On the date of the incident, the child attended a party at a relative’s home; the other children at the party were outside playing in the pool while the victim child played at a water table as the child was not allowed in the pool. Later, when the children were called in to eat the child was discovered drowning in the pool. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation was attempted, and the child brought to a specialized children’s hospital where he later died. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of incident remained in the home with the mother and the family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2015, PDHS received a general protective service report regarding the victim child’s sibling sexually acting out, which was determined valid and services were provided. 

12. A 4-year-old female child died on April 21, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on May 18, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was shot by the two-year-old sibling in the back of the torso and the bullet exited through the abdomen. The child was transported to the local hospital by the family and subsequently pronounced dead upon arrival. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and father were aware the firearm was stored in the residence in unsecured location where the children had access to the firearm. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the sibling was placed with a relative. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and father had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.
  
13. A 2-month-old female child died on May 10, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on June 22, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, a relative found the victim child unresponsive under the mother’s legs; the child was co-sleeping with the mother on the living room couch. The relative attempted to revive the child but was unsuccessful and emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted. The child was transported to the local children’s hospital where the child was pronounced dead. It was determined through the investigation that the mother was under the influence of a substance at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in kinship care. There was one other child who was also a household member but was not present at the time of the incident as the child was with a biological father. As the result of the safety assessment completed, this child remained in the care of the biological father. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2018, PDHS received a general protective services report regarding a child less than 1-year-old who was born and identified as being affected by an illegal substance and parental substance use which was determined valid, but no services were provided.

14. A 7-year-old male child died on April 15, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on May 7, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and the mother’s paramour as the perpetrators. On April 12, 2020, the child arrived at the hospital in critical condition. It was reported by the mother that the family was napping and when they woke up, she found the child in his bedroom bruised and unresponsive. The mother stated someone broke into the home and beat the child, however she did not hear the disruption because she had been asleep. The child sustained a black eye, bruises to the torso, musculoskeletal injuries, and a severe brain injury. The child was placed on life support which was later withdrawn when the results of the brain death evaluation were determined positive. Through the investigation and medical evidence, it was determined that the mother’s accounts were not a plausible explanation for how the child sustained the injuries; the mother and mother’s paramour were the only adults in the home at the time the child sustained the injuries. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother was criminally charged however, the criminal investigation into the mother’s paramour was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In February 2014 and October 2019, PDHS received general protective services reports alleging inadequate medical care, caregiver substance use, child-parent conflict, and a child sexually acting out which were determined valid and services were provided. In September 2019 and October 2019, PDHS received child protective services (CPS) reports alleging physical abuse that were unfounded, but services were not provided. In February 2020, PDHS received a CPS report alleging sexual abuse which was indicated but services were not provided.

Somerset

15. A 12-year-old female child died on October 1, 2019 as a result of physical abuse. Somerset County Children and Youth Services (SCCYS) indicated the report on June 8, 2020, naming the victim child’s maternal grandmother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found deceased in her home; an autopsy was completed the same day and the preliminary information showed a lethal dose of prescription medication in the child’s system. On February 7, 2020, the final autopsy report was received, and the cause of death was ruled acute prescription medication toxicity as the prescription medication was present in lethal concentration ranges; the prescription medication was administered via an oral route. It was determined through the investigation the child was not prescribed the medication however, the maternal grandmother was prescribed the medication. It was also determined through the investigation the maternal grandmother was responsible for administering all medications to the child; the prescribed medication was stored in a mislabeled medication container for a different medication that the victim child takes daily. As the result of the safety assessment completed, two of the other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in kinship care and the one other child was placed with a biological father. At the time the report was indicated, the maternal grandmother was criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In January 2006, August 2007, and January 2014, SCCYS received general protective services reports regarding serious physical neglect which were determined valid and services were provided. In October 2009 and April 2019, SCCYS received general protective services reports regarding serious physical neglect which were determined valid but services were not provided. 

Westmoreland 

16. A 3-year-old male child died on April 24, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau (WCCB) indicated the report on May 22, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and mother’s paramour as the perpetrators. On March 26, 2020, the victim child was taken to a regional pediatric hospital in cardiac arrest. The victim child had sustained a subdural hematoma, a skull fracture, multiple bruises on the face, abdomen, and back, a bite mark on the abdomen, and a healing clavicle and spine fracture. The victim child was admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit, where the child died. The medical team determined that the injuries sustained by the victim child were from inflicted trauma. The mother and mother’s paramour were the sole caretakers of the child at the time of the incident. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and the mother’s paramour had been criminally charged. This family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2019, WCCB received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid, but no services were provided.

Near Fatalities

Allegheny 

1. A 1-month-old female child nearly died on April 20, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Allegheny County Office of Children and Youth Services (ACOCYF) indicated the report on, May 7, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On March 12, 2020, the victim child was found unresponsive while in the father’s care. The victim child was transported to the local pediatric hospital by the paramedics. A computerized tomography scan revealed that the child had subdural hemorrhages, a bilateral intraventricular hemorrhage, cerebral edema, bleeding around the spine, and ligaments in the neck and spine were damaged. The treating physician reported that the child’s injuries raised concerns for physical abuse. The father was the sole caretaker for the child. The mother left the child with the father despite being aware that he was an inappropriate caregiver. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in foster care. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged and no criminal charges were filed against the mother. In February 2017, February 2018, and May 2018, ACOCYF received general protective services reports regarding substance use by a parent or caregiver and services were provided. In May 2018, ACOCYF received a child protective services report regarding causing bodily injury which was determined to be indicated and services were provided. 

2. A 9-month-old male child nearly died on March 17, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth and Families, (ACOCYF) indicated the report on April 16, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, a relative witnessed the father assault the victim child; emergency medical services were contacted, and the victim child was transported to a regional pediatric hospital. The father reported the victim child was unresponsive, so he had slapped the child in the face to arouse him. Based on the report of the relative witnessing the assault, it was determined the father’s account was not plausible. The treating physician noted these injuries were indicative of physical abuse and were non-accidental trauma injuries that would have caused substantial pain and impairment of function. The victim child was diagnosed with a left mandibular fracture, a left subconjunctival hemorrhage, crusted blood in the mouth, and extensive bruising of the face, neck, abdomen, and both eyes with periorbital swelling. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was discharged to the care of the mother and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2019, ACOCYF received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid, but services were not provided. 

3. A 2-month-old female child nearly died on April 29, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families (ACOCYF) indicated the report on April 30, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found by the mother in respiratory distress with an altered mental status and was transported to the local hospital via emergency medical services. A urine screen showed the child tested positive for substances. It was determined through the investigation that the mother was the sole caretaker of the child when the child ingested the substances. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and five other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in kinship care. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In April 2020, ACOCYF received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid. The family was accepted for services at this time and was active with ACOCYF at the time of the near fatality incident.

Beaver

4. A 5-month-old female child nearly died on February 9, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Beaver County Children and Youth Services (BCCYS) indicated the report on April 7, 2020, naming the victim child’s maternal grandmother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found slightly discolored and unresponsive due to high levels of substances found in the child’s system. The victim child was transported via ambulance to the regional pediatric hospital and placed in the pediatric intensive care unit. It was determined through the investigation the maternal grandmother crushed pills and administered them to the victim child while the mother was asleep. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with a relative and the relative assured the mother and maternal grandmother would not have unsupervised contact with the child. There was one other child in the home at the time of the incident who remained in the care of their mother as the result of the safety assessment completed. There was one other child who lived outside of the home whose safety was assured and this remained in the care of a father. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In January 2020, BCCYS received a general protective services report regarding home conditions which was determined valid and services were provided; this report was under investigation at the time of the near fatality.

Berks

5. A 9-month-old male child nearly died on March 2, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. The Department of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth, and Families’ Southeast Regional Office indicated the report on April 24, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother, father, and maternal grandmother as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was taken to the local hospital by the mother and presented with bruising on the right and back of the head, a skull fracture, and subdural hematoma. Medical personnel reported that the child’s injuries were indicative of non-accidental trauma. The mother, father, and maternal grandmother did not provide consistent accounts of how the child sustained the injuries. All three individuals were the caregivers of the child when the child would have sustained the injuries. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was discharged from the hospital to the care of a relative. There was one other child in the home at the time of the incident who has remained in the home. There were no services provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In February 2020, Berks County Children and Youth Services received a child protective services report regarding physical abuse which was unfounded, and services were not provided.

Cambria

6. A 4-month-old male child nearly died on March 15, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Cambria County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on April 9, 2020, naming the victim child’s stepfather as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the stepfather reported that the victim child had fallen off a mattress less than a foot off the ground and was unresponsive. The mother was out of state at the time of the incident and had left the child in the care of the stepfather. The child was transported to the hospital via emergency medical services and upon examination the child was filthy, lethargic, and not responding appropriately. It was determined the child had an acute subdural hematoma, two head bleeds at the midline shift, and a petechia rash to the face. The injuries sustained by the child were highly concerning for inflicted trauma and more specifically, abusive head trauma. The stepfather was the only caretaker for the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, upon discharge from the hospital, the child returned to the care of the mother and no services were provided. There were no other children in the home. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

7. A 13-month-old female child nearly died on May 5, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Cambria County Children and Youth Services (CCCYS) indicated the report on June 2, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was transported by emergency medical services to the local hospital and upon arrival was in respiratory arrest requiring chest compression; medical practitioners suspected the child ingested illegal substances and Narcan was administered. A toxicology screen revealed the child ingested illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation that the child had access to the substances while under the supervision of the parents. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and father had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In March 2019, CCCYS received a general protective services report regarding substance use by a parent/caregiver which was determined valid, but services were not provided.

Erie 

8. An 11-month-old male child nearly died on December 17, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. The Department of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth, and Families’ Western Region Office indicated the report on June 24, 2020, naming the victim child’s foster mother and foster father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, a domestic dispute occurred in the home due to a bruise being identified on the victim child’s head. Local law enforcement was called to the residence; the bruise was noticed by the officer on the child’s forehead and Erie County Office of Children and Youth (ECOCY) were contacted. The child was then transported to the emergency department for further evaluation due to multiple bruises to the forehead, lower back, buttocks and right arm pit. The child also suffered a deep laceration to the penis. Further medical testing revealed two healing broken ribs and a bilateral subdural hematoma. The physician determined there was also medical neglect as a seen by the visible injuries and that the child’s injuries occurred on more than one occasion and would have caused substantial pain. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was discharged from the hospital and placed with a new foster family. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The foster family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. The biological family was previously known to child welfare. In April 2016 and April 2018, ECOCY received general protective services reports regarding caretaker’s inability to cope and lack of supervision which were determined valid and services were provided. 
Fayette

9. A 2-year-old female child nearly died on April 28, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Fayette County Children and Youth Services (FCCYS) indicated the report on May 28, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found by the parents to be lethargic with dilated pupils. The father administered saltwater to the victim child to induce vomiting as ingestion had been suspected and emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted. The child ingested prescription medication obtained from the mother’s purse. The child was transported to the regional children’s hospital where the victim child was admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit and administered intravenous therapy. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed into foster care. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and father had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In March 2020, FCCYS received general protective services regarding home conditions which was determined invalid and services were provided.

Lehigh 

10. A 1-month-old male child nearly died on February 12, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Lehigh County Office of Children and Youth Services (LCOCYS) indicated the report on April 7, 2020, naming the victim child’s unrelated adult caregiver as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was mauled by at least one dog while left unsupervised in the home of the caregiver. The unrelated adult caregiver was the sole caretaker of the child at the time of the incident. The child sustained several dog bites on the left side of the chest and back. The child was also found to have a brain hemorrhage, skull fracture, and rib fractures. The child required surgery and admittance to the pediatric intensive care unit. The investigation established substantial evidence to support the caregiver failed to supervise the child which led to the child being mauled by the dog. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and one other child in the home at the time of the incident were returned to the care of the mother and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2018, LCOCYS received a general protective services report regarding caregiver behavioral health concerns and substance use which was determined valid, but services were not provided.

11. A less than one-day-old male child nearly died on December 4, 2019 as a result of physical abuse. Lehigh County Children and Youth indicated the report on April 17, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On February 21, 2020, at two-months-old, the victim child was taken to the doctor by the victim child’s mother and subsequently sent to the local emergency where the child was admitted. The victim child presented malnourished and was found to have multiple abrasions to the torso, right and left side rib fractures, a clavicle fracture, a skull fracture a subdural hematoma, and healing fractures on the knee. The fractures on the ribs were found to be in various stages of healing. Due to the multiplicity of injuries and the varying time frames relating to the healing rib fracture it was determined through the investigation that the injuries were sustained from multiple incidents and over an extended time frame dating back to December 4, 2019, when the child was less than one-day old. The investigation also determined that both parents were responsible for the care of the child during the time period when the injuries were sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and one other child in home at the time of the incident were placed with relatives and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

McKean 

12. A 9-year-old male child nearly died on March 24, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. McKean County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on May 20, 2020, naming the victim child’s family friend who was in a caretaker role as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child, while being supervised by the family friend who was acting in the caregiver role, was shot by another child with a shot gun in the right upper thigh/groin area. It was reported the victim child and other child were at the family friend’s residence and the family friend was showing the children various weapons; one of the weapons discharged shooting the victim child. The family friend sent the other child for assistance while he carried the victim child to the front porch and with assistance administered cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Emergency medical services arrived and transported the child to a local hospital. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and other child present at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and the other four children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the parents. There were no services provided. At the time the report was indicated, the family friend had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Northampton 

13. A 10-month-old male child nearly died on March 25, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Northampton County Children, Youth, and Families (NCCYFD) indicated the report on May 21, 2020 naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was taken to the emergency room by the father due to an altered mental status which was noticed shortly after the father picked up the victim child from the mother for his visitation period. The victim child tested positive for illegal substances at the emergency room. The victim child was with his mother prior to the father’s visitation and the mother admitted to illegal substance use. The medical evidence supported that ingestion would have occurred approximately 1 hour prior to development of symptoms and the mother was the only caretaker at that time. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was discharged from the hospital to the care of the father and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with a relative. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In July 2017 and January 2018, NCCYFD received general protective services (GPS) reports regarding delay in healthcare, inadequate food, parental substance use, and inappropriate caregiver which were determined valid, but services were not provided. In December 2018 and July 2019, Schuylkill County Children and Youth Services received GPS reports regarding failure to protect from others and lack of supervision which were determined valid and services were not provided. In November 2019, NCCYFD received a GPS report regarding inadequate healthcare which was determined invalid and services were not provided. 

Philadelphia

14. A 2-year-old male child nearly died on April 28, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. The Department of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth, and Families’ Southeast Regional Office indicated the report on June 29, 2020, naming the victim child’s foster mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the foster mother brought the victim child to a local children’s hospital emergency department and reported the child had fallen down 12 to 14 wooden stairs the day prior. The foster mother stated that the child was not hurt and did not need to go to the hospital however, the following day the scar on the victim child’s face was worse and he could not walk so the foster mother took the child to the hospital. The child presented at the hospital with scalp swelling on both the front and back of the head, multiple fractures, both acute and healing, and multiple bruises. There was also intra-abdominal parenchymal hemorrhaging and a bladder injury. The injuries sustained by the child were indicative of non-accidental trauma and not from a fall down the stairs as described by the foster mother. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was discharged from the hospital to a therapeutic foster home, one other child in the home at the time of the incident was moved to a different foster home, and two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the foster mother was criminally charged. The family had no documented prior child welfare involvement.

15. A 4-year-old male child nearly died on May 11, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on May 22, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was brought to the children’s hospital unresponsive. The victim child tested positive for an illegal substance. The police searched the mother and father’s home and found the illegal substance ingested by the child. The parents were unable/unwilling to provide an explanation for the child’s ingestion. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in kinship care. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In September 2019, PDHS received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding inadequate shelter or housing, which was determined valid, but services were not provided. In November 2019, PDHS received a GPS report regarding inadequate shelter or housing, domestic violence, inadequate basic needs, and inappropriate discipline, which was determined to be invalid and services were provided. 

16. A 2-year-old male child nearly died on December 4, 2019 as a result of serious physical neglect. The Department of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth, and Families’ Southeast Regional Office indicated the report on April 24, 2020, naming the victim child’s foster mother and the child’s Community Umbrella Agency (CUA) worker as the perpetrators. On February 26, 2020, the victim child was taken to the local children’s hospital after the child was observed to have bruises to the forehead and both sides of the face. The child presented at the hospital weighing 21 pounds with multiple patterned bruises on the body. Medical evidence revealed the child suffered chronic malnutrition related to neglect and inadequate oral intake. It was determined through the investigation that the CUA worker was informed by the foster parent on December 4, 2019, that the child was sick with swollen feet and legs and needed to be taken to the hospital; the CUA worker stated that the team would be informed however, neglected to do so and the child was not taken to the hospital until February 26, 2020. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed in a different foster home upon discharge from the hospital. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

17. A 5-month-old male child nearly died on March 11, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on April 27, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the mother attempted cardiopulmonary resuscitation on the victim child due to the child being pale and unresponsive. Emergency medical services were contacted, and the child was brought to a local hospital, where he was found to have a subdural hemorrhage with minimal brain activity. Medical professionals determined the injuries sustained were indicative of abuse. The parents were not able to provide a credible explanation as to how the child sustained the injuries. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was discharged to a treatment facility for medically fragile children and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with a relative. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

18. A 15-month-old male child nearly died on May 2, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on May 28, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the mother found the victim child in his crib gasping for air with blue lips, and emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted. When EMS arrived rescue breaths and Narcan were administered. The child arrived at the hospital in respiratory failure. The child responded to the Narcan administered. It was determined through the investigation the child ingested an illegal substance. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with relatives. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 
 
19. An 11-month-old male child nearly died on April 24, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on May 6, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit for an altered mental status due to ingestion of an illegal substance. It was determined through the investigation the child ingested the substance, became lethargic and unresponsive, and there was a delay in the parent’s seeking medical attention; the child presented at the hospital with a core body temperature of 85 degrees which suggested a delay in seeking medical care. The parents provided conflicting explanations about the timeline of events. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In June 2019, PDHS received a child protective services report regarding causing bodily injury to child through recent act or failure to act which was unfounded and services were not provided.

20. A 2-year-old male child nearly died on March 8, 2020 as a result of physical abuse.  Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on May 2, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the child was taken to the local hospital due to vomiting and drowsiness. The child presented with an injury to the wrist which the mother reported was from a fall the day prior. It was determined through the investigation the mother administered prescription medication, which was not prescribed to the child, for pain management of the injury to the wrist; the child was then taken to the hospital due to adverse reactions. Medical evidence determined the fracture to the wrist was consistent with a fall. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was discharged from the hospital and placed with relatives along with two other children who were in the home at the time of the incident. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Schuylkill

21. An 8-month-old female child nearly died on May 6, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Schuylkill County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on June 26, 2020, naming an unknown perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was transported to a local hospital via ambulance due to being unresponsive; Narcan was administered to the child and she became alert within two minutes of the administration. Toxicology screens showed the child was positive for illegal substances. When police responded to the home, they found no obvious signs of illegal drug activity. All household members who were present during the incident denied illegal drug use and denied the use of prescription medications. All household members submitted to drug screens and all had negative results. A family member who was visiting the home at the time of the incident refused to submit to a drug screen and refused to cooperate with the investigation. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and one other child in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home and all contact with the children was to be supervised based on a safety plan implemented. The family received no services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

22. A 2-year-old female child nearly died on December 4, 2019 as a result of physical abuse. Schuylkill County Children and Youth Services (SCCYS) indicated the report on June 23, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother’s paramour as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was evaluated at a local medical facility after being observed by the mother to be lethargic after she returned home from work; the victim child had been in the care of the mother’s paramour for the duration of the time that the mother was at work. Upon arrival at the hospital, the child was diagnosed with spinal subarachnoid hemorrhages, bilateral retinal hemorrhages, and multi-planar injuries. The paramour stated the child fell down three steps at the family residence however, a medical review determined that the injuries were not consistent with the explanation provided by the paramour. The paramour was the sole caretaker of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and four other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of their respective mothers and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In April 2017 and June 2017, Centre County Children and Youth Services received general protective services (GPS) reports regarding conduct by parent, caregiver, or household member that places the child at risk, substance use by parent or caregiver, and inadequate hygiene which were determined valid but services were not provided. In August 2017, Clearfield County Children, Youth, and Families Services received a GPS report regarding caretaker’s inability to cope, inadequate food, conduct by parent, caregiver, or household member that places the child at risk and substance use by parent or caregiver which was determined valid and services were provided. 
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