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Effective April 1, 2008, it is Federally Required that Outpatient Drug 
Prescriptions for MA Recipients be written on Tamper-Resistant 

Prescription Pads 

 
On September 29, 2007, the President signed House Resolution 3668, which included a 
provision to delay for six months the October 1, 2007 implementation date,on which 
providers were required to use tamper-resistant prescription pads when writing 
prescriptions for outpatient drugs for MA recipients. 

The six month delay will allow providers and prescribers additional time to better 
understand the requirement, to develop compliant operational policies and procedures, 
and if necessary, obtain compliant tamper-resistant prescription pads/paper.  

Providers are reminded that this Federal requirement does not apply to verbal, facsimile 
or electronic outpatient prescriptions, including over-the-counter (OTC) drugs. 
Therefore, providers and prescribers should consider these alternative prescribing 
mechanisms as they develop their own compliance implementation plan for April 1, 
2008.  

Effective April 1, 2008, providers must use tamper-resistant prescription pads when 
writing prescriptions for outpatient drugs for MA recipients in the fee-for-service delivery 
system, including the ACCESS Plus Program. This Federal requirement applies only to 
written outpatient drug prescriptions, including those written for OTC drugs, for MA 
recipients. 
 

 
 

Thank you for your service to our Medical Assistance recipients. DHS values your participation. 

Check the Department of Human Services’ website often at: www.dhs.pa.gov   

For additional information, go to the PROMISe™ Web site at http://promise.dpw.state.pa.us/. 
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