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Abstract:
The purpose of this document is to provide a guideline for switches to use in the Health & Human Services Delivery Center (HHS DC) network.
[bookmark: _Hlk43111826]
The Health and Human Services Delivery Center (HHS DC) Technology Services Office (TSO) is responsible for the Departments of Health (DOH), Human Services (DHS), Aging (PDA), Drug and Alcohol Programs (DDAP) and Military and Veterans Affairs (DMVA).  

General:
A switch is a network device that selects a path or circuit for sending a unit of data to its next destination. A switch may also include the function of the router, a device, or program that can determine the route and specifically the adjacent network point to which the data should be sent. In general, a switch is a simpler and faster mechanism than a router. Routers require knowledge about the network and a way to determine the route.
[bookmark: _Toc11125720]Guideline:
The HHS Network team will deploy both user access and distribution layer switches that meet the requirements set forth in ITP Net002, are on the Commonwealth’s procurement contracts and meet the needs of the DHS network. No unmanaged switches will be permitted on the HHS network.
The manufacturer may change models and versions to meet the changes in technology. The HHS Network will deploy switches that meet the needs of the HHS-DC. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]All guidelines and referenced documentation identified in this standard will be subject to review and possible revision annually or upon request by the HHS Delivery Center Domain Leads.
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