2020 1stQuarter Fatalities/Near Fatalities 
January 1 to March 31, 2020

Fatalities

Allegheny 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk42695569]A 2-year-old male child died on June 3, 2018, as a result of serious physical neglect. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth and Families (ACOCYF) founded the report on March 13, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the parents neglected to provide proper supervision to the victim child which led to the child falling from a third story window. The child died as a result of the injuries sustained from the fall. The fatality incident was under investigation with law enforcement and the fatality report was recently founded based on the results of the criminal investigation. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative. The family received services. At the time the report was founded, the mother and father had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In January 2018, ACOCYF received a child protective services (CPS) report for serious physical neglect; subsequently a GPS report was received regarding the same incident. The CPS report was indicated. The family was accepted for services at this time and was active with ACOCYF at the time of the fatality incident.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]A 1-month-old male child died on February 1, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth and Families indicated the report on March 30, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of incident, it was reported by the parents that the victim child fell down wooden steps and was unresponsive. The mother contacted emergency medical services while the father performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation on the child. A medical examination revealed the child had rib fractures, facial and scalp bruising, hemorrhaging of the eyes, bleeding from the mouth and nose, and facial deformities. The child was later pronounced dead as result of the injuries sustained. It was determined that the child died as a result of blunt force trauma to the head. The parents were unable to provide a plausible explanation as to how the child sustained the injuries. There were several different versions of the event that led to the child’s death provided by the father. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

Berks

3. A 1-week-old male child died on December 31, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. Berks County Children and Youth Services (BCCYS) indicated the report on February 27, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. The investigation determined that on the date of the incident, the mother and father were sleeping in the bed with the victim child. The father rolled over on the child and the child was unresponsive when the parents woke up. The child was pronounced dead at the hospital, and it was determined the child asphyxiated. The investigation revealed that both parents admitted they knew the child was not supposed to be sleeping in the bed with them. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In March 2016, BCCYS received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid but no services were provided. In September 2019, BCCYS received a GPS report for homelessness which was determined valid and services were provided.

Dauphin

4. A 2-month-old female child died on December 22, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Dauphin County Social Services for Children and Youth indicated the report on March 6, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found unresponsive by the father in the pack-n-play. The father administered cardiopulmonary resuscitation and emergency medical services were contacted by the mother. The child was transported to the hospital. The mother was the sole caretaker of the child prior to being found unresponsive by the father. During the investigation, the mother admitted the child began to fuss while lying face down in the pack-n-play so the mother applied pressure to the child’s back and neck to quiet the child down and the child stopped moving; the mother did not check on the child until the father returned over an hour later and found the child to be unresponsive. The child was pronounced dead at the hospital. An autopsy was completed, and the preliminary cause of death was asphyxiation. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Luzerne

5. A 6-month-old female child died on January 4, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Luzerne County Children and Youth Agency (LCCYA) indicated the report on March 12, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, a sibling found the victim child deceased laying between the wall and bed after sleeping in a bed with three other children. The sibling picked the victim child up and took her to the mother, and the sibling contacted emergency services. The cause of death was determined to be asphyxiation due to mechanical compression and the manner of death was ruled accidental. It was determined through the investigation that the mother allowed the victim child to sleep in a bed with other children despite having an appropriate bed for the child, and the mother left the victim child in the care of the a 10-year-old sibling. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the four other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed regarding this incident. The family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2016, LCCYA received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding inappropriate discipline and domestic violence which was determined valid and services were provided. In July 2018, LCCYA received a child protective services (CPS) report regarding sexual abuse and a GPS report regarding the perpetrator’s access to the children. The CPS report was indicated and the GPS report was determined invalid; services were not provided. In October 2018, LCCYS received a GPS report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided. 

6. A 5-year-old female child died on December 12, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Luzerne County Children and Youth Agency indicated the report on January 10, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother gave the victim child a lethal dose of Fentanyl and stabbed the child in the neck and groin area; the mother then died by suicide. The maternal grandmother had reported to the father and law enforcement that the mother and child were not in the home and notes were left stating they were at a park and would not be alive. The mother and child were found dead in the car by emergency services. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. The family were offered services but they declined. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Northumberland

7. A 3-year-old female child died on November 22, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Northumberland County Children and Youth Services (NCCYS) indicated the report on January 14, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and mother’s paramour as the perpetrators. On October 10, 2019, the victim child was transported to the hospital via ambulance for reported seizure activity. A medical evaluation revealed bruises and abrasions in different stages of healing all over the body, blood in the vaginal area, bruised lungs, an acute brain bleed, bilateral hematomas around both kidneys, internal bleeding of the abdomen, multiple rib fractures, and bilateral fractures to both clavicles. The mother’s paramour admitted to NCCYS that he picked the child up, pinned her to a wall, and then put her on the floor; the paramour then picked the child up to throw her onto the couch, but the child landed on the floor and began seizing. The mother was present at the time of the incident and did not intervene. The child later succumbed to the injuries sustained. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and services were not provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and paramour had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In December 2018, NCCYS received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid but services were not provided. In April 2019, NCCYS received a GPS report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided. In July 2019, NCCYS received a GPS report regarding conduct by a parent or caregiver that places the child at risk which was screened out due to a child protective service (CPS) report regarding the same incident. The CPS report was received in July 2019, regarding causing bodily injury which was unfounded and services were provided. In August 2019 and September 2019, NCCYS received three GPS reports regarding domestic violence which were determined invalid and services were provided. The victim child of this fatality report was previously the subject of a substantiated near fatality and subsequently died as a result of the injuries sustained.

Philadelphia 

8. A 3-year-old female child died on March 24, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. The Department of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth, and Families’ Southeast Regional Office (SERO) indicated the report on February 6, 2020, naming the victim child’s foster parent as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, emergency medical services were contacted by the foster mother. The victim child was transported to the local children’s hospital and presented in full cardiac arrest with a broken leg. The foster mother reportedly heard a noise from the bedroom, checked on the child, and the child was on the floor, unresponsive. The foster mother attempted to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation and called emergency medical services. The foster mother did not provide consistent account of the incident. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the two other foster children in the home at time of the incident were placed with relatives, and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The victim child was previously known to child welfare. In December 2018, the SERO received a child protective services report regarding causing bodily injury through recent act or failure to act, which was determined indicated, and services were not provided. The victim child’s biological family was previously known to child welfare. In April 2015, Delaware County Children and Youth Services (DCCYS) received a general protective service report for failure to provide medical care for an older sibling of the victim child that was determined valid and services were provided. In July 2016, DCCYS received a child protective service (CPS) report concerning malnourishment of the victim child, which was indicated and resulted in the placement of the victim child into foster care in 2016. The foster parent had no prior documented child welfare involvement. The victim child of this fatality report was previously the subject of a substantiated near fatality.

9. A 4-year-old male child died on January 30, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on February 21, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, police were called to the home due to the victim child being shot. When the police arrived at the home, the child was naked and sprawled out on the bed with a gunshot wound to the face with no exit wound. The child was transported to the local children’s hospital by the police. Upon arrival at the hospital, the child was not responsive and did not have a pulse. The child was given cardiopulmonary resuscitation which was unsuccessful, and the child was pronounced dead. It was determined through the investigation that the father stored a firearm in the home in an unsecured location and the child shot himself. The mother had no knowledge that the firearm was in the home. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the mother and services were not provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

10. An 11-year-old male child died on November 11, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on January 7, 2020, naming the victim child’s adult sibling as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the adult sibling inadvertently discharged a firearm and shot the victim child in the chest. The adult sibling ran to the neighbors to have them call emergency medical services. The child was transported to the local hospital and later pronounced dead. The child’s mother was not home at the time of the incident and stated that she was unaware that the firearm was in the residence. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the three other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of their father at his residence, which was their primary residence, and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the adult sibling had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In February 2004, PDHS received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding lack of supervision which was determined valid and services were provided. 

Somerset

11. A 10-month-old female child died on April 17, 2017, as a result of physical abuse. Somerset County Children and Youth Services (SCCYS) indicated the report on January 29, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and the mother’s paramour as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, a family friend found the victim child unresponsive in a pack-n-play in the family residence. The child’s mother and the paramour walked the child to the hospital emergency room. Following the medical assessment, the child was life-flighted to a specialty children’s hospital where it was determined the child had a traumatic head injury and was placed on life support services. The child had bruises on the forehead and received a computerized tomography scan which revealed an intercranial bleed and what appeared to be old injuries. The child was removed from life support services and died shortly thereafter. The investigation later determined that the mother and the paramour were the caretakers for the child when the injuries were sustained. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with relatives and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and paramour had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In September 2016, SCCYS received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided.

York

12. A 3-month-old female child died on December 6, 2019, as a result of a serious physical neglect. York County Office of Children Youth and Families (YCOCYF) indicated the report on January 16, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was taken to the local hospital emergency room due to being unresponsive and later died. It was determined through the investigation the child died as a result of the mother co-sleeping with the child; the mother previously received education on the dangers of co-sleeping. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with relatives and services were not provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2011, YCOCYF received a child protective service report regarding physical abuse which was unfounded and services were not provided. In March 2012, January 2019, and June 2019, YCOCYF received three general protective service (GPS) reports regarding environmental concerns, which were determined invalid and services were not provided. In May 2017, YCOCYF received a GPS report regarding parental substance use, domestic violence, imminent risk, and inadequate health care which was determined valid but no services were provided. In August 2017, YCOCYF received a GPS report due to delay/denial of health care which was determined valid and services were provided. In August 2019, YCOCYF received a GPS report regarding environmental concerns which was determined valid and services were provided. The family was open with YCOCYF at the time of the fatality incident. 

Near Fatalities

Allegheny

1. A 16-year-old male child nearly died on April 14, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families (ACOCYF) founded the report on March 2, 2020, naming the victim child’s maternal cousin as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the maternal cousin found the victim child unresponsive on the floor of the residence and emergency medical services were contacted. The child was given Naloxone by both the maternal cousin prior to the ambulance arriving and by the paramedics prior to arriving at the hospital. Medical testing revealed the child had overdosed on a substance. It was determined through the law enforcement investigation that the maternal cousin provided the child with the substance which led to the maternal cousin being criminally charged and the subsequent founded determination. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. The family received services. The victim child’s family was previously known to child welfare. In August 2009, ACOCYF received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding domestic violence which was determined valid but no services were provided. In September 2010, March 2011, August 2011, and June 2015, ACOCYF received four GPS reports regarding caregiver drug use, inadequate care, and inadequate shelter which were determined invalid and no services were provided. In October 2012, October 2013, and May 2017, ACOCYF received three GPS reports regarding caretaker drug use, truancy, and homelessness which were determined valid and services were provided. 

2. A less-than-1-day-old male child nearly died on December 13, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Allegheny County Office of Children Youth and Family Services indicated the report on January 31, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother reported going to the bathroom to have a bowel movement and unexpectedly gave birth to the victim child. The child fell onto the floor hitting his head. The mother reported temporarily blacking out and when she gained consciousness, she obtained a pair of cuticle scissors to cut the umbilical cord. The mother then called a relative into the room for assistance and emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted. EMS transported both the mother and child to the local hospital and the child was subsequently transferred to specialized pediatric hospital. The child sustained a right frontal bone fracture which was determined to be from blunt trauma and a bladder perforation that required operative repair. In addition, the child had fourteen puncture wounds, left forehead wounds, left upper eyelid bruising with subconjunctival hemorrhage, and multiple wounds to the abdomen, groin, and thigh. It was determined through the investigation the injuries sustained were the result of multiple acts of inflicted trauma. As a result of the safety assessment completed, upon discharge from the hospital, the child was placed with relatives. There were no other children in the home. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

3. A 14-month-old female child nearly died on December 5, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth and Families (ACOCYF) indicated the report on February 6, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On January 6, 2020, the victim child and victim child’s twin sibling were hospitalized due to malnourishment. On the same day, it was determined the child and the child’s sibling missed several follow-up medical appointments which dated back to December 5, 2019. The child was subsequently taken to the hospital for evaluation. The child was admitted to the hospital for observation and refeeding. The child was severely malnourished and weighed eleven pounds. The parents denied missing appointments and reported the appointments were canceled by the providers. The victim child and sibling were discharged from the hospital and placed into foster care. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and subsequently returned to the care of the parents. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and father were criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In October 2008, June 2014, December 2017, and March 2018, ACOCYF received four general protective services reports regarding parent/child conflict, inappropriate care, failure to thrive, and sexually acting out. Two of the reports were determined valid. Services were provided in all four instances. In March 2018, ACOCYF received a child protective services (CPS) report regarding engaging in per se acts which was indicated, and services were already open upon the receipt of the report. In November 2019, ACOCYF received two CPS reports regarding serious physical neglect and malnutrition which were under investigation at the time of the near fatality incident and services were already open upon the receipt of the report. The reports were subsequently indicated. The family was receiving services at the time of the near fatality incident.

4. A 14-month-old female child nearly died on December 5, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth and Families (ACOCYF) indicated the report on February 6, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On January 6, 2020, the victim child and victim’s child’s twin sibling were hospitalized due to malnourishment. On the same day, it was determined the child and the child’s sibling missed several follow-up medical appointments which dated back to December 5, 2019. The child was subsequently taken to the hospital for evaluation and admitted for observation and refeeding. The child was severely malnourished and weighed eleven pounds. The parents denied missing appointments and reported the appointments were canceled by the providers. The victim child and sibling were discharged from the hospital and placed into foster care. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and subsequently returned to the care of the parents. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and father were criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In October 2008, June 2014, December 2017, and March 2018, ACOCYF received four general protective services reports regarding parent/child conflict, inappropriate care, failure to thrive, and sexually acting out. Two of the reports were determined valid. In March 2018, ACOCYF received a child protective services (CPS) report regarding engaging in per se acts which was indicated, and services were already open upon the receipt of the report. In November 2019, ACOCYF received two CPS reports regarding serious physical neglect and malnutrition which were under investigation at the time of the near fatality incident and services were already open upon the receipt of the report. The reports were subsequently indicated. The family was receiving services at the time of the near fatality incident.

Bucks

5. A 2-year-old female child nearly died on November 26, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. Bucks County Children and Youth Social Services Agency indicated the report on January 7, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was taken to the local emergency room due to suffering from a seizure and presented as unresponsive with abnormal movements, upper respiratory symptoms, fever, and hypocalcemia. There were concerns for malnutrition. The child also had developmental delays as a result of serious physical neglect. The child was subsequently transferred to a local children’s hospital and admitted. The physician determined that the child’s seizure was caused by low calcium and vitamin D levels. It was determined through the investigation that the parents practice a vegan diet and were not providing the child with adequate caloric intake over an extended period of time. The victim child was discharged from the hospital into the care of relatives. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident remained in the parents’ care. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

6. A 3-week-old male child nearly died on November 5, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Bucks County Children and Youth Social Services Agency indicated the report on February 3, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On December 16, 2019, the child was referred to a hospital due to his increasing head circumference noticed during a two-month well-check with his pediatrician. The parents reported one incident which they suspected could have explained the injuries sustained; on November 5, 2019, the child was seen at the hospital for scalp swelling after the father reportedly dropped his cell phone on the child’s face accidentally. The computerized tomography scan revealed bilateral subdural hematomas, a subarachnoid hemorrhage, and a left parietal skull fracture. A skeletal survey also revealed the skull fracture as well as an irregularity of the left tibia. Through the investigation it was determined that while in the care of the mother and father, the child suffered serious, unexplained injuries for which a medical cause was not determined and the exact date the injuries were sustained could not be established. The child was discharged from the hospital to the care of the mother and father. There was one other child in the home at the time of the incident. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and other child remained in the care of the mother and father and a safety plan was put into place prohibiting the parents from being alone with the children, and requiring care responsibilities of both children to be shared with relatives at the home of the relatives. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

Chester

7. An 8-month-old female child nearly died on February 18, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Chester County Department of Children, Youth, and Families (CCDCYF) indicated the report on March 19, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. Through the investigation, it was determined that on the date of the incident the victim child ingested an illegal substance. The ingestion of the illegal substance was determined to be the result of transference from the father who had just used illegal substance and then fed the child without washing his hands. It was also determined through the investigation that the mother did not know that the father had used the illegal substance when she asked him to feed the child. It was reported that the mother picked the child up and the child turned purple and appeared to be struggling to breath. The father called emergency medical services (EMS) while the mother performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation. The child was transported to the local hospital by EMS and upon arrival the child was administered Narcan. The child tested positive for an illegal substance. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital into the care of a relative. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was also placed with the relative. There were no services provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In June 2019, CCDCYF received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid but no services were provided. In October 2019, CCDCYF received a child protective services report regarding bodily injury which was indicated and services were provided.

8. An 11-year-old male child nearly died on January 17, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Chester County Department of Children, Youth, and Families (CCDCYF) indicated the report on March 6, 2020, naming an unknown perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the child was found unresponsive by the mother and was transported by emergency medical services to the local hospital. While in route to the hospital the child responded positively to Narcan and was eventually put on a Narcan drip. The child arrived at the hospital testing positive for multiple substances. The child developed a pulmonary edema due to drug exposure. Through the investigation it could not be determined how the child ingested the substances. The child was discharged from the hospital into the care of relatives. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with relatives and the family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2019, CCDCYF received a general protective service report regarding parental substance use which was determined invalid and services were not provided.

Dauphin

9. A 6-month-old male child nearly died on January 2, 2015, as a result of a physical abuse. Dauphin County Social Services for Children and Youth (DCSSCY) founded the report of March 12, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother’s paramour as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was transported by emergency medical services to a local hospital due to the child having a seizure and being in cardiac arrest. The child was admitted to the hospital and subsequently transferred to an acute hospital where medical practitioners diagnosed the child with a subdural hematoma, extensive retinal hemorrhaging to both eyes, healing rib fractures, blunt abdominal trauma, and bruises covering the body in various stages of healing. The injuries sustained by the child were indicative of child abuse and shaking. The mother’s paramour pled guilty to the charges regarding the incident and the report was determined founded in March 2020. The child was transferred to a rehabilitation center and was discharged to the care of relatives shortly after the incident. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was also placed in the care of relatives. The family received services. At the time the report was founded, the mother’s paramour had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2014, DCSSCY received a general protective services report regarding inappropriate discipline which was determined invalid and services were provided. 

Franklin

10. A 16-year-old male child nearly died on October 23, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. Franklin County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on February 4, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child’s mother brought the child to the hospital regarding treatment for diarrhea. The child was admitted to the hospital due to extreme malnourishment and failure to thrive. The child weighed 28 pounds at the time of admittance to the hospital. The child was developmentally delayed, had a short stature, and was nonverbal. The mother reported she had not utilized any therapy or early intervention services since 2005 and she had stopped taking the child to the doctor at 3-years-old. The genetic testing doctors believe the child suffered from psycho-social dwarfism, which resulted from chronic failure to thrive. Upon discharge from the hospital, the child was placed in a medical foster home. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of incident remained in the home. A safety plan was put in place that a relative would ensure the safety of the children while they remained in the home with the mother. The family received services. At the time report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Indiana

11. A 4-month-old male child nearly died on February 1, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Indiana County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on March 6, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child sustained a gunshot wound inflicted by the father, who shot the child while cleaning his gun. The child was life-flighted to the local children’s hospital. The child was shot in the chest which required emergency surgery. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the children’s hospital to a local rehabilitation facility and subsequently released home to the mother. There were no other children in the home at the time of incident. There were no services provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Jefferson

12. A 2-year-old male child nearly died on February 7, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Jefferson County Children and Youth Services (JCCYS) indicated the report on March 6, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child fell out of a second story window at the family residence. Emergency medical services were contacted, and the child was transported via ambulance to a local hospital. The child was continually resuscitated during transport to the local hospital. A computerized tomography scan and multiple x-rays revealed no internal injuries however, the child sustained a laceration to the mouth, forehead, and right knee. The mother provided multiple statements to JCCYS, hospital staff, and law enforcement as to how the incident occurred. During the investigation, the mother admitted to leaving the child unattended and was aware the child was throwing toys out the open window. Upon discharge from the hospital, the child was placed into foster care. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were also placed in foster care. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In June 2019, Elk County Children and Youth Services (ECCYS) received a GPS report regarding inadequate nurturing/affection and substance use, which was determined valid and no services were provided. In November 2019, ECCYS received a GPS report regarding abandonment, which was determined invalid and no services were provided.

Lehigh

13. A 1-month-old female child nearly died on December 20, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. Lehigh County Office of Children and Youth Services (LCOCYS) indicated the report on March 19, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On January 21, 2020, the child was seen by the primary care physician who determined the child had only gained 2 grams per day for the past 2 months and child’s weight had dropped from the 24th percentile to less than 0.01 percentile. Additionally, the child’s height and head circumference percentiles had dropped significantly. The child was diagnosed failure to thrive and the mother was instructed to take the child to the hospital. The child was admitted to the hospital. It was determined through the investigation that during the prior two months the parents had been diluting the child’s formula which led to failure to thrive. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital to the care of the parents. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the three other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the custody of the parents. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In March 2015, LCOCYS received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding GPS concerns which was determined valid and services were provided. 

Lycoming

14. A 1-month-old male child nearly died on November 25, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Lycoming County Children and Youth indicated the report on January 9, 2020 naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On January 4, 2019, emergency medical services were called to the home by the victim child’s mother due to the child having trouble breathing. The parents reported caring for the child throughout the night and morning and then found the child to not be responding appropriately. The father reported shaking the child to get the child to take a breath and then started cardiopulmonary resuscitation but denied these actions were strong enough to cause the injuries sustained by the child. The medical team determined the injuries sustained were a result of shaken baby syndrome. In addition, the medical team discovered a previous brain bleed which occurred near the end of November 2019. Both parents were the sole caregivers of the child at the time the injuries were sustained. The father was administered a polygraph test which he failed. Upon discharge from the hospital, the child was placed in a medical foster home. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child had supervised visitation with the mother, and the father was not permitted to have contact with the child. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged and no criminal charges had been filed against the mother. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Lackawanna

15. A 5-year-old male child nearly died on February 5, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Lackawanna County Office of Youth and Family Services (LCOYFS) indicated the report on March 17, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child fell three stories off the roof and was found by a local businessman who heard the child crying. The child was taken to a local hospital and then transferred to a trauma center. The child suffered a basilar skull fracture with pneumocephalus, a zygomatic arch fracture, orbital fractures, and a liver laceration. The mother reported she was in her bedroom at the time of the incident and the victim child and a sibling were in their bedroom. The victim child’s sibling reported the child wanted a toy on the roof and climbed out of the window onto the roof. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital to the care of the mother. The three other children in the home at the time of the incident also remained in the care of mother. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In July 2011, March 2016, June 2018, October 2018, and June 2019, LCOYFS received five general protective services (GPS) reports regarding domestic violence, lack of supervision, and caretaker’s inability to cope which were determined valid and services were provided. In February 2012, LCOYFS received a child protective services report regarding physical abuse which was indicated but services were not provided. In December 2019, LCOYFS received a GPS report regarding inappropriate discipline which was determined invalid but services were not provided. In September 2013 and May 2015, LCOYFS received GPS reports regarding custody and inadequate healthcare which were determined valid but services were not provided. In June 2019, LCOYFS received a GPS report regarding lack of supervision which was determined valid and services continued to be provided. 

16. A 15-month-old male child nearly died on November 12, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Lackawanna County Office of Children, Youth and Families indicated the report on January 9, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother’s paramour as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was brought by the mother to a local medical facility after being found unresponsive at home where the child was being cared for by the mother’s paramour while she was at work. The child sustained a head injury which was the result of non-accidental trauma. Following a medical evaluation, it was determined that the child was experiencing left hemiparesis and was in need of a craniotomy to relieve pressure on the brain. During the investigation, the mother’s paramour admitted to violently shaking the child while caring for the child. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed in the care of the biological father upon discharge from the medical facility. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother’s paramour had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

Mercer

17. A 3-year-old male child nearly died on January 11, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Mercer County Children and Youth Services (MCCYS) indicated the report on March 18, 2020, naming an unknown perpetrator. On January 19, 2020, the victim child was evaluated at a regional pediatric hospital after losing consciousness. The parents reported the child fell backwards off of a recliner, hitting his head. Upon examination, the child was found to have bilateral subdural hematomas, facial bruising, and healing rib fractures. Physicians determined that the injuries were indicative of child abuse and were sustained on multiple occasions, therefore a perpetrator could not be identified. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed into kinship care upon discharge from the hospital. There were four other children in the home at the time of the incident. As a result of the safety assessment completed, one child was placed with the victim child in kinship care and the other three children were placed with their biological father. The family received services. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2013, MCCYS received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding inadequate housing conditions which was determined invalid and services were not provided. In April 2016, April 2017, July 2017, October 2017, and November 2018, MCCYS received five GPS reports regarding inadequate housing conditions, lack of supervision, delay/denial of healthcare, substance use, and inadequate housing conditions which were determined valid and services were provided. In February 2017, MCCYS received a child protective services (CPS) report regarding causing sexual abuse or exploitation of a child through any act/failure to act which was indicated and services were provided. In May 2018, MCCYS received a GPS report regarding safety hazards in the home which was determined invalid but services were provided. In May 2019 and September 2019, MCCYS received three CPS reports regarding bodily injury which were unfounded but services were provided. In September 2019, MCCYS received a GPS report regarding poor hygiene which was determined valid but services were not provided. In November 2019, MCCYS received two CPS reports regarding bodily injury which were unfounded and services were not provided.
Monroe

18. A 2-month-old female child nearly died on December 10, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. Monroe County Children and Youth (MCCY) indicated the report on January 24, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On December 13, 2019, the mother of the victim child called emergency medical services (EMS) as the child’s cardiac monitor had reportedly been going off intermittently since December 12, 2019. Upon arrival of EMS, the child’s core body temperature was 88.6 degrees and the child was pale, cool, and experiencing periods of apnea and bradycardia. Once the child arrived at the hospital, the child was intubated and admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit. Medical assessments revealed that the child was having progressive difficulty with the number of bradycardic episodes over a three-day period, beginning December 10, 2019. The bradycardic episodes had increased to over 240 episodes prior to the parents calling the physician. The medical assessment also revealed that the child would have shown visible symptoms of distress and the parents should have sought out medical care sooner. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital to the care of the parents. The three other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the parents and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2019, MCCY received a general protective services report regarding medical neglect which was determined invalid and services were not provided.

Montgomery 

19. A 14-month-old male child nearly died on July 7, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth (MCOCY) indicated the report on February 5, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, after returning from making a bottle, the mother found the victim child slumped over a baby gate, blue in the face, and appearing lifeless. The mother transported the child to the local hospital. The child’s father was not at home at the time of the incident. Upon arrival at the hospital, the child was administered Narcan and was immediately responsive. Medical personnel reported that the victim child had overdosed on a substance. It was determined through the investigation, that the mother was using the substance and was the sole caretaker of the child at the time of the incident. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the hospital to the care of relatives. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In April 2018, MCOCY received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding a child being born substance exposed which was determined valid and services were provided. In January 2019, MCOCY received a GPS report regarding parental substance use which was determined invalid and no services were provided.

Northampton

20. A 1-month-old male child nearly died on December 14, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Northampton County Children, Youth, and Families Division (NCCYFD) indicated the report on January 30, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child’s mother contacted emergency services and the child was transported to an emergency room after the child reportedly was thrown out of the basinet by a sibling. Medical testing revealed bilateral skull fractures with evidence of shaking due to sheering injuries to the bridging veins of the brain. The injuries sustained by the child were determined to be non-accidental. The mother was the only caretaker for the child at that time of the incident. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was discharged from the hospital into kinship care. The four other children in the home at the time of the incident were also placed into kinship care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In June 2007, Lehigh County Children and Youth Agency received a child protective services (CPS) report regarding physical abuse, which was indicated and services were provided. In July 2011 and December 2017, NCCYFD received two CPS reports regarding physical abuse which were indicated and services were provided. The family was open with NCCYFD at the time of the near fatality.

21. A 4-month-old male child nearly died on December 19, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Northampton County Children, Youth, and Families Division (NCCYFD) indicated the report on February 14, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted by the parents due to the victim child reportedly rolling off the bed. The child was taken to the emergency room by EMS. It was determined by medical personnel that the child had a non-displaced parietal skull fracture with a small acute right temporoparietal subdural hematoma. Medical evidence supported that the child was unable to roll off the bed as described by the parents. The parents were the only caretakers for the child at the time of the incident. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed into foster care upon discharge from the hospital. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In August 2019, NCCYFD received a general protective services report regarding conduct by a parent or caregiver which places a child at risk which was determined invalid and services were not provided. 

Philadelphia

22. A 4-month-old male child nearly died on January 16, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on February 26, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was brought to the emergency room by the mother, father, and maternal grandmother due to the child vomiting. Medical testing revealed the child had subdural hematomas, retinal hemorrhages, left and right distal tibia fractures, and rib fractures. The parents were the primary caregivers of the child. The parents denied causing the injuries to the child and could not provide an explanation as to how the injuries were sustained. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed in the care of relatives upon discharge from the hospital. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

23. A 12-month-old male child nearly died on January 19, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on March 17, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and maternal grandmother as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was brought to a children’s hospital by the mother due to congestion and a cough. Through a medical evaluation the child was determined to be underweight, weighing eight pounds; dehydrated; hypothermic; covered with bedsores; and unable to move his limbs. The child was admitted to the intensive care unit. The mother and the maternal grandmother, who were the primary caregivers of the child, did not provide an explanation for the child’s condition. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed into medical foster care upon discharge from the hospital and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster homes. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and maternal grandmother were criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

24. A 10-month-old male child nearly died on February 4, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on March 11, 2020, naming the victim child’s paternal grandmother and paternal great grandmother as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the mother took the victim child to the hospital after having difficulty waking the child from a nap. The child’s body was limp, and he could not keep his eyes open. The child was lethargic upon arrival at hospital. It was also determined the child was bradycardic and hypoxic which was life-threatening. The child was given two doses of Naloxone and revived quickly. Medical personnel reported the child’s condition was the result of opioid or other medication ingestion. It was determined through investigation the child ingested an illegal substance while in the care of the paternal grandmother and paternal great grandmother. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was returned to the care of the mother upon discharge from the hospital. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and services were not provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

25. A 9-month-old male child nearly died on December 5, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on January 21, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother and father took the child to a local children’s hospital due to complaints of respiratory distress and increased drowsiness. The mother reported that the child may have ingested a prescription medication that was left by the mother on a windowsill in the home. She stated she was asleep on the sofa and when she woke up the child had the medicine cap in his mouth. The mother failed to supervise the child during the time the medication was ingested. Medical testing showed the child had a level of the prescription medication in his system that was more than what would have resulted from chewing on a bottle cap. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed in the care of a relative upon discharge from the hospital and the five other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In April 2011, May 2014, and November 2014, PDHS received three general protective services (GPS) reports regarding delay/denial in healthcare and parental substance use which were determined invalid and no services were provided. In February 2016, PDHS received a GPS report regarding delay/denial in healthcare, which was determined valid and services were provided.

26. An 11-month-old male child nearly died on October 18, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on January 8, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the father brought the victim child to a drug transaction in which the child sustained gunshot wounds to the chest, back of the head, and buttocks. The child primarily resided with the mother, and the father was visiting with the child at the time of the incident. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child remained in the care of the mother. The one other child in the home at the time of the incident also remained in the care of the mother. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In June 2017, January 2018, March 2018, and November 2018, PDHS received four general protective services reports regarding denial of healthcare, truancy, parent placing child at risk, and parental substance use which were determined valid and services were provided.

27. A 14-year-old male child nearly died on December 25, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on January 14, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother’s paramour as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, during a domestic dispute between the victim child’s mother and the mother’s paramour the child was stabbed in the leg by the mother’s paramour while attempting to intervene. The mother was fatally stabbed during the incident. The injury sustained by the child was an eight-centimeter laceration to the right leg that was life threatening. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed with a relative upon discharge from the hospital. Four other children in the home at the time of the incident were also placed in the care of relatives, and one other child was placed with the biological mother. The family did not receive services due to moving out of the state, however, a referral was made to the state the family moved to. At the time the report was indicated, the mother’s paramour had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

28. A 5-month-old female child nearly died on January 24, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on February 26, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was brought to the hospital by the mother due to child acting abnormally. The physician noted that the victim child had pinpoint pupils, a low respiratory rate, and was lethargic. An initial urine screen was negative for substances, but a more comprehensive drug screen indicated the presence of a substance in the child’s system. The mother denied substance use but could not explain how the child ingested a substance. The mother was the primary caretaker of the child at the time of the incident. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed with relatives upon discharge from the hospital. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

Tioga

29. A 2-year-old female child nearly died on November 22, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. Tioga County Department of Human Services (TCDHS) indicated the report on January 16, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and the mother’s paramour as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child ingested prescription medication that was left accessible to the child by the mother and the paramour. The paramour’s father was left alone with the child when the child ingested the prescription medication, however, it was determined through the investigation that the paramour’s father was unaware that the medication was in the home or accessible to the child. When the mother and paramour returned home and found the child almost unresponsive, emergency medical services were contacted, and the child was transported to the hospital. Upon arrival at the hospital, the child was lethargic and stopped breathing. The child was then stabilized and flown to a specialty hospital for respiratory depression and failure. Medical testing revealed the child ingested prescription medication prescribed to another household member. The mother and mother’s paramour were responsible for administering the medication to the other household member. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was placed in the care of the biological father upon discharge from the hospital. One other child in the home at the time of the incident was also placed with the biological father. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending, and no criminal charges had been filed. The victim child’s family was previously known to child welfare. The family was known in New York where several prior reports received and unfounded. In January 2017, a report was received in New York regarding inadequate guardianship which was indicated and services were provided. In January 2017, TCDHS received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding lack of supervision and inadequate hygiene which was determined valid and services were provided. In July 2019, TCDHS received a GPS report regarding conduct by parent or caregiver that places child at risk and inadequate nurturing/affection which was determined invalid and services were not provided. The paramour’s family was previously known to child welfare. In February 2011, TCDHS received a GPS report regarding lack of parenting skills which was determined valid and services were provided.

York

30. A 1-month-old female child nearly died on December 29, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. York County Office of Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report on February 5, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. It was determined through the investigation that on the date of the incident the father shook the child for approximately 15-20 minutes. The father took the child to a relative’s house for assistance and the relative advised the father to contact the pediatrician because the child was inconsolable. The father scheduled an appointment with the child’s pediatrician the next morning. The child was sent to the local hospital from the pediatrician’s office and then was transported to a children’s medical center. The victim child was diagnosed with a subdermal hematoma, femur fractures, a left temporal lobe fracture and retinal hemorrhaging. The father was the sole caretaker for the child at the time of the incident. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the child was discharged from the medical center to the care of the biological mother. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and services were not provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.
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