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• What is a local food system?

• Three ways to make change

» Procurement

» Education 

» Partnerships 

• Four actions to take



What is a 
local food 
system?



What is a Community Food System?

A food system in which food production, processing, distribution 
and consumption are integrated to enhance the environmental, 
economic, social and nutritional health of a particular place. In 
other words, the goal of the food system is the health (broadly 
defined) of the community it’s situated in.

Four values typically characterize 
community food systems –
food security, sustainability, 
proximity, and self-reliance.





Local Food

Food Education



School settings











Local in Summer



Local in Preschool



• reduced food waste (18%)

• lower school meal program costs (21%)

• greater acceptance of the new meal pattern (28%)

• increased participation (17%)

• greater community support  (39%)

76% of respondents (3,002 out of 3,954 districts) 
experienced at least one of the following benefits:

2015 Farm to School Census tell us…



Procurement



Schools spend 
more than 

$12 billion 
on food





Purchasing with values





Education



Example - Magdalena



Partnerships





Salad bar

Frozen 
Corn

Tortilla

Apples in recipe

Meat

Themed Menu – Minnesota Thursday





Take Four 
Actions



1) Explore the Local Food Compass Map.



2) Visit the USDA Farm to School Census 
www.farmtoschoolcensus.fns.usda.gov





Delivered every other 

Tuesday,  chock full of 

updates, webinar info, 

relevant news, and field 

notes! More than 26,000 

subscribers.

Subscribe at:
www.usda.gov/farmtoschool 

3) Subscribe to our E-letter, The Dirt!



4) Share a success + a challenge.
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