2020 4th Quarter Fatalities/Near Fatalities 
October 1 to December 31, 2020

Fatalities

Allegheny 

1. A 1-month-old female child died on April 2, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Allegheny County Office of Children and Youth Services (ACOCYF) indicated the report on October 20, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, emergency medical services were contacted due to the victim child being unresponsive. The child was transported to the local pediatric hospital where a computerized tomography scan revealed subdural hemorrhages, bilateral intraventricular hemorrhage on the pupils, underlying edema, bleeding around the spine, and ligaments of the neck and spine were damaged. The treating physician reported that the injuries sustained were indicative of abuse and the child subsequently died. The medical examiner’s findings revealed the cause of death was cranial and spine subdural hematoma. The criminal investigation determined the manner of death was homicide. During the investigation the mother and the father denied the allegations, the father was the sole caretaker of the child at the time of the incident, and the mother left the child in the care of the father despite a knowing the father was an inappropriate caregiver. The mother and father provided no explanation as to how the child sustained the injuries. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged and no criminal charges had been filed against the mother. The family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2018 and March 2020, ACOCYF received child protective services reports regarding causing bodily injury which were indicated and services were provided. In February 2020, ACOCYF received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided.

2. A 12-month-old male child died on September 13, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families (ACOCYF) indicated the report on November 4, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted due to the child not breathing. When EMS arrived at the victim child’s home, the neighbor was performing cardiopulmonary resuscitation on the child on the front landing of the house; the child was pronounced dead by EMS. During the investigation, police searched the family residence and found drug paraphernalia. According to the autopsy and lab results, the child died from an illegal substance overdose. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and father were criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In February 2012 and May 2016, Butler County Children and Youth Services received general protective services (GPS) reports regarding parental and household member’s substance use which were determined valid and services were provided. In February 2012 and July 2020, ACOCYF received GPS reports regarding parental substance use and failure to protect which were determined valid and services were provided. In December 2019, ACOCYF received a GPS report regarding medical neglect which was determined valid and services were not provided. The family was active with ACOCYF at the time of the fatality incident.

Bucks

3. A 2-month-old male child died on April 2, 2018, as a result of serious physical neglect. Bucks County Children and Youth Social Services Agency founded the report on October 9, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the police responded to an emergency services call at the victim child’s residence due to the child not breathing and the child was transported to the local hospital and pronounced dead. On May 8, 2019, new information was obtained through the autopsy and the criminal investigation which revealed the child ingested illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation the mother was the sole caretaker of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the father and services were provided. At the time the report was founded, the mother had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Chester

4. A 2-year-old female child died on August 31, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Chester County Department of Human Services indicated the report on December 9, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the mother found the victim child unresponsive in the home, the police responded to a call regarding the incident and found the child dead. The autopsy was completed, and the cause of death was ruled as prescribed medication intoxication. It was determined through the investigation the mother left the prescription medication accessible to the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

Clearfield 

5. A 1-month-old female child died on July 1, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Clearfield County Children, Youth, and Family Services (CCCYFS) indicated the report on December 21, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On October 22, 2020, new information was obtained when the results of a toxicology report were received which determined that the mother and father were under the influence of illegal substances at the time of the victim child’s death. The child’s death occurred on July 1, 2020 and was the result of co-sleeping with the mother and father. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in the care of a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and the father were criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2020 and July 2020, CCCYFS received general protective services reports regarding parental substance use which were determined valid and services were provided.

Crawford

6. A 4-year old female child died on August 24, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Crawford County Children and Youth Services (CCCYS) indicated the report on October 21, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child drowned in a family member’s pool. The child was taken to a local hospital and subsequently life-flighted to the regional pediatric hospital where the child was pronounced dead. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and father were not properly supervising the child while the child was swimming. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the four other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, there were no criminal charges filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In December 2018 and April 2018, CCCYS received general protective services (GPS) reports regarding delay/denial in healthcare which were determined valid and no services were provided. In May 2020, CCCYS received a GPS report regarding parental substance use which was determined invalid and no services were provided.

Dauphin

7. A 5-month-old male child died on October 27, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect and physical abuse. Dauphin County Social Services for Children and Youth (DCSSCY) indicated the report on December 22, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother co-slept with the victim child while under the influence of substances. The child was found unresponsive on the couch and was pronounced dead upon arrival at a local specialty hospital. It was determined through the investigation the mother was under the influence of alcohol and an illegal substance at the time of the incident. Medical professionals determined the cause of death to be complications of asphyxia. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the five other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the mother with supervision by a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In September 2012, DCSSCY received a child protective services (CPS) report regarding physical abuse which was founded and services were provided. In May 2017, DCSSCY received a CPS report regarding causing bodily injury which was indicated and services were provided. In October 2017, DCSSCY received a CPS report regarding causing bodily injury which was indicated and no services were provided. In April 2018, August 2019, and May 2020, DCSSCY received general protective services (GPS) reports regarding ungovernable child and parental substance use which were determined valid and no services were provided. In March 2020, the Western Regional Office of Children, Youth, and Families received a CPS report regarding causing bodily injury which was unfounded and no services were provided. In October 2020, DCSSCY received a GPS report regarding parental behavioral health concerns and conduct by a parent that places the child at risk or fails to protect the child from others which was determined valid and services were provided. 

8. A 1-month-old male child died on August 11, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Dauphin County Social Services for Children and Youth (DCSSCY) indicated the report on October 6, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and maternal grandmother as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child ingested an illegal substance. The child had been bleeding from the nose and mouth, went into cardiac arrest, and was transported to the hospital where the child was pronounced dead. The coroner determined the cause of death to be acute illegal substance toxicity. It was determined through the investigation the maternal grandmother was engaged in a safety plan to supervise all contact between the mother and the child and left the child alone with the mother against the court ordered safety plan; the mother admitted to illegal substance use and a toxicology report confirmed the illegal substance use. Drug paraphernalia was found in the home and on the mother at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time were placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In January 2017, DCSSCY received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and services were not provided. In March 2019 and June 2020, DCSSCY received GPS reports regarding home conditions and parental substance use which were determined valid and services were provided.

9. A 1-month-old male child died on August 31, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Dauphin County Social Services for Children and Youth (DCSSCY) indicated the report on October 30, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother co-slept with the victim child while under the influence of substances. It was reported the mother awoke to find the child next to her with blood coming from the nose, legs purple, and the body was stiff therefore, the mother contacted emergency medical services and performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation. During the investigation, the mother admitted to being under the influence of illegal substances at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with a relative and services were provided. The family was previously known to  child welfare. In August 2015 and September 2016, DCSSCY received general protective services reports regarding inadequate healthcare, parental substance use, parental intellectual disabilities, inadequate shelter, and conduct by a parent that places the child at risk or fails to protect the child from others which were determined valid and services were provided.

Erie

10. A 2-year-old male child died on March 19, 2019, as a result of physical abuse. Erie County Office of Children and Youth indicated the report on December 8, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother’s paramour as the perpetrator. On March 18, 2019, the victim was taken to the local hospital due to being unresponsive and subsequently was transported via medical helicopter to a children’s hospital. The victim child had sustained a subdural hematoma, a brain bleed, and retinal hemorrhages. It was determined through the investigation the mother’s paramour cared for the child while the mother was at work and according to medical records the injuries sustained were the result of physical abuse and abusive head trauma with acceleration-deceleration forces on the head, with or without impact. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in the care of their father and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Lackawanna 

11. A 5-month-old female child died on August 8, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect and physical abuse. Lackawanna County Office of Youth and Family Services (LCOYFS) indicated the report on October 1, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother co-slept with the victim child while under the influence of illegal substances. It was reported the child was found unresponsive by the mother, police and emergency medical services were contacted, and the child was pronounced dead. The mother completed a toxicology screening and tested positive for illegal substances. The cause of the death was determined to be mechanical asphyxiation due to co-sleeping. It was determined through the investigation the mother admitted to being the primary caregiver for the child while using illegal substances. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in kinship care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending and no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In July 2016, December 2019, February 2020, and July 2020, LCOYFS received general protective services (GPS) reports regarding lack of supervision, parental behavioral health concerns, parental substance use, conduct by a parent that places a child at risk, and domestic violence which were determined valid and no services were provided. In August 2018, LCOYFS received a GPS report regarding an ungovernable child, child sexually acting out, and child intellectual disabilities which was determined valid and services were provided. 

Lancaster 

12. A 4-month-old male child died on September 7, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Lancaster County Children and Youth Social Services Agency (LCCYSSA) indicated the report on November 2, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the father co-slept with the victim child while under the influence of an illegal substance and prescribed medication. It was reported the child was found not breathing, emergency medical services were contacted, and the child was pronounced dead. It was determined during the investigation that the father admitted to using prescribed medication and illegal substances. The autopsy ruled the death as caused by complications of asphyxia. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home with the mother supervising all contact and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In January, May and July 2018, Cumberland County Children and Youth Services received general protective services (GPS) reports regarding parental substance use, conduct by a parent that places a child at risk, and parental intellectual disabilities which were determined valid and no services were provided. In September 2018, LCCYSSA received a GPS report regarding domestic violence which was determined valid and services were provided. In September 2019, York County Office of Children, Youth, and Families received a child protective services report regarding physical abuse which was pending the outcome of criminal court and no services were provided. In October 2019, LCCYSSA received a GPS report regarding homelessness which was determined valid and no services were provided. In June 2020, Dauphin County Social Services for Children and Youth received a GPS report regarding parental substance use, conduct by a parent that places a child at risk, and inadequate basic needs which was determined valid and no services were provided.

Montgomery 

13. A 10–month-old female child died on October 4, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth (MCOCY) indicated the report on December 1, 2020, naming the victim’s child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the father contacted emergency services due to the victim child not breathing. It was reported by the father he was bathing the child in the tub and left the child unsupervised; the father then heard a thump and reported the child was crying, the child’s eyes began to close, and the head became limp, followed by the child not breathing. The child was transported to the local hospital, presented with injuries to the head, and subsequently died. The injuries sustained were suspicious of abuse and the report provided by the father was not a plausible explanation for the injuries sustained. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2018, MCOCY received a general protective service report regarding inappropriate discipline which was determined valid and services were not provided. 

Northumberland

14. A 3-year-old male child died on August 11, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Northumberland County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on October 7, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found floating face down in a neighbor’s swimming pool by the owner who contacted emergency medical services (EMS). The child was subsequently transported by EMS to the local hospital and pronounced dead. It was determined through the investigation that the mother was the primary caretaker of the child and was asleep at the time of the incident; the mother was aware the child was able to manipulate the doorknob to open the door. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In October 2018, York County Children and Youth Services (YCCYS) received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding domestic violence and parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided. In July 2019, YCCYS received a GPS report regarding conduct by a parent that places a child at risk, domestic violence, and parental behavioral health concerns which was determined valid and no services were provided. 

Philadelphia 

15. A 4-year-old male child died on October 9, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on December 1, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and the mother’s paramour as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the mother and the mother’s paramour left the victim child, who had numerous medical conditions, in the care of a 10-year-old sibling. It was reported when the mother and the paramour returned home the child was not responding or breathing therefore emergency medical services were contacted and the child was transported to the specialized children’s hospital where the child was pronounced dead. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the 10-year-old sibling and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

16. A 2-month-old female child died on October 4, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on December 18, 2020, naming the victim’s child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was found unresponsive in the bassinette by the mother with dried blood coming the from the nose. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation was performed, and emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted. When EMS arrived, the child was pronounced dead. An autopsy was completed which revealed that the child tested positive for illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation, the mother admitted to using illegal substances within close proximity of the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In June 2020, PDHS received a child protective services report regarding causing serious physical neglect which was determined unfounded and services were not provided. In September 2020, PDHS received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use and lack of supervision which was determined invalid and no services were provided.

17. An 11-month-old female child died on October 9, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) indicated the report on November 13, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the neighbors had water leaking in their apartment and went to check on the source of the water in the mother’s apartment; the mother was discovered unconscious and the victim child was found unresponsive in the kitchen sink which was full of water. Emergency Medical Services (EMS) were contacted by the neighbors and when EMS arrived cardiopulmonary resuscitation was initiated. The child was transported to the hospital and subsequently pronounced dead. It was determined through the investigation the mother was bathing the child while under the influence of illegal substances, blacked out, and left the child unsupervised. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In October 2019, PDHS received a general protective services report regarding a child born affected by substances which was determined valid and services were not provided.

18. A 2-year-old male child died on September 3, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on November 5, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found not breathing after being put down for a nap. The father transported the child to the local emergency room where the child was pronounced dead. Medical records revealed the child ingested illegal substances and died as a result of drug intoxication. It was determined through the investigation the mother and the father were the sole caretakers of the child at the time of the incident. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged, and the mother had not been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

19. A 5-year-old male child died on October 12, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on November 13, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother intentionally drowned the victim child. The child’s father found the child lying face down in the bathtub with a stab wound to the neck and contacted emergency medical services (EMS). When EMS arrived, the child was unresponsive, cardiopulmonary resuscitation was initiated, and the child was transported to the local children’s hospital where the child was subsequently pronounced dead. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. 

20. A 2-month-old female child died on May 10, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) founded the report on October 22, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child died as the result of co-sleeping. Initially at the time of the child’s death, it had been determined through the investigation that the mother co-slept with the child while under the influence however, it was determined during a court hearing, on September 23, 2020, that the father also co-slept with the child while under the influence. As a result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in kinship care and services were provided. The family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2018, PDHS received a general protective services report regarding a child who was born identified as being affected by substance use which was determined valid and services were provided. In May 2020, PDHS received a child protective services report regarding causing the death of a child through any act or failure to act which was determined indicated and services were provided. The victim child of this fatality report was previously the subject of a substantiated fatality and subsequently an additional fatality report was received. 

Somerset

21. A 3-month-old male child died on October 30, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Somerset County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on December 29, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the mother found the victim child not breathing and emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted. The child was transported to the hospital via EMS and subsequently pronounced dead. It was determined through the investigation the mother admitted to giving the child over the counter medication in excess; the toxicology report also revealed the child had other unprescribed medications in the child’s system. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Washington

22. A 5-month-old male child died on October 26, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Washington County Children and Youth Services founded the report on November 2, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of incident, September 11, 2020, the victim child was transported to the hospital in cardiac arrest. Upon arrival at the hospital, the child was found to have a bone fracture to the right eye, swollen brain, a subdural hematoma, a fracture to the left clavicle, and fractures to the ribs. The injuries sustained were inconsistent with the mother’s report. As per the physician, the injuries were indicative of abuse and would have caused substantial pain and impairment of function. The child subsequently died as a result of the injuries sustained. It was determined through the investigation the mother admitted she became frustrated with the child and physically harmed and shook the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in kinship care and services were provided. At the time the report was founded, the mother had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare history. 




Westmoreland

23. An 8-month-old male child died on August 15, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau (WCCB) indicated the report on October 8, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and the mother’s paramour as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the mother reported the victim child had a seizure and the mother contacted emergency medical services. The child was transported to the hospital and arrived unresponsive. The child was then transferred to a regional pediatric hospital and where a computed tomography scan of the head revealed a hemorrhage and extensive swelling to the brain which was suspicious of physical abuse. The child subsequently died as a result of the injuries sustained. The preliminary autopsy result was that the child died from abusive head trauma. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the paramour were the sole caregivers of the child at the time of the incident. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In December 2018 and April 2020, WCCB received general protective services reports regarding domestic violence and conduct by a parent that places a child at risk which were determined valid and no services were provided.

York

24. A 2-month-old male child died on October 16, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. York County Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report on December 4, 2020 naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the father was feeding the victim child and the child aspirated which resulted in the child becoming unresponsive. The parents contacted emergency medical services and the child was transported to the local hospital via the ambulance. Upon examination, it was determined the child had a brain bleed and was subsequently transported to a specialty hospitality where it was determined the child had additional injuries including rib fractures, lacerations on the spleen, and bruising and injuries resembling nail marks found on the back. The child subsequently died as a result of the injuries sustained. It was determined through the investigation the father admitted to shaking the child because the child would not stop crying. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

25. A 5-month-old female child died on May 1, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. York County Office of Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report on November 17, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the local police responded to the family home due to the victim child being unresponsive; they found the child dead with stages of rigor mortis set in. The mother reported that she placed the child on the sofa sleeping with the father and left for work; when the father awoke he found the child laying on the sofa stiff and cold with a blanket over the lower body and a jacket over the face. It was determined through the investigation that the father frequently slept when responsible for care of the child; the mother was aware the father slept while being the primary caretaker of child and still allowed the father to be the primary caretaker of the child. The cause of death was determined to be sudden unexpected death in infancy and unsafe sleep environment with probable asphyxia. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the one other child in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home with a relative supervising all contact and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.


Near Fatalities

Allegheny 

1. A 7-year-old male child nearly died on August 6, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Allegheny County Children Youth and Families (ACOCYF) indicated the report on October 5, 2020, naming the victim child’s babysitter as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted to the victim child’s residence due to the child having a reported allergic reaction. Upon EMS’ arrival, the child was examined, and severe bruising was noticed all over the body as well as what appeared to be cigarette burn marks on the chest and stomach. The child was transported to the local children’s hospital and the child was determined to have injuries to the genitals, significant facial bruising, internal abdominal bruising, and bruising on the buttocks; the extent of the bruising led to severe muscle damage/breakdown and caused liver and kidney injuries. The child received a toxicology screening and tested positive for an unprescribed medication. It was determined through the investigation that the babysitter was the sole caretaker of the child at the time the injuries were sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with relatives and services were provided. There were no other children in the home. At the time the report was indicated, the babysitter had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In March 2017, ACOCYF received a general protective services report regarding caretaker substance use which was determined valid and no services were provided.

2. A 2-month-old male child nearly died on October 24, 2020, as a result of physical abuse and serious physical neglect. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families (ACOCYF) indicated the report on December 22, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and stepfather as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the mother reported the victim child had previously fallen off of the bed and had been abnormal ever since. The child was subsequently taken to the local hospital and was observed to be twitching, lethargic, had pinpoint pupils, a full anterior fontanelle, a deviated gaze, and was having seizures. The child was transferred to a regional pediatric hospital due to the extent of the injuries sustained including subdural hematomas and retinal hemorrhaging. It was determined through the investigation the mother admitted to shaking the child and tossing the child on the bed. It was also determined through the investigation that there was a delay in seeking medical treatment for the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and the stepfather had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In August 2020, ACOCYF received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and services were not provided.

3. A 2-year-old female child nearly died on October 18, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth and Families (ACOCYF) indicated the report on November 30, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child ingested an illegal substance. The child was transported by emergency medical services to a regional pediatric hospital where the child tested positive for the illegal substance. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the father were not properly supervising the child at the time of the incident, the child had access to drugs in the home, and ingested the drugs while the mother and the father were the responsible caregivers. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in kinship care and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and the father had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In August 2018 and April 2019, ACOCYF received general protective services reports regarding a child being born identified as being affected by drugs and parental substance use which were determined valid and no services were provided. In September 2020, ACOCYF received a child protective services report regarding causing bodily injury which was unfounded and services were provided. This report was active with ACOCYF at the time of the near fatality incident.

4. A 3-month-old male child nearly died on September 26, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families (ACOCYF) indicated the report on October 21, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother reported she was holding the victim child while running up the stairs, tripped and fell, and dropped the child who hit the floor and started crying instantly. The mother transported the child to the regional pediatric hospital. The child had sustained a bilateral partial bone fracture with right side epidural hematoma and a bilateral subarachnoid hemorrhage. The physician reported the injuries sustained were indicative of abuse and were inconsistent with the mother’s report. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2019, June 2020, and July 2020, ACOCYF received general protective services reports regarding inadequate basic needs, parental substance use, and domestic violence which were determined valid and services were provided. This report was active with ACOCYF at the time of the near fatality incident.

5. A 4-month-old female child nearly died on October 23, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Allegheny County Office of Children, Youth, and Families indicated the report on December 3, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child was taken to regional pediatric hospital by the father due to breathing issues. Upon examination, the child was found to have a healing scapular fracture and healing rib fractures, non-displaced rib fractures, and torticollis. It was determined through the investigation that the father was the primary caretaker of the child at the time of the incident. The physicians reported the injuries sustained were indicative of abuse and based on the father’s explanation the father inflicted the injuries. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in kinship care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Bedford 

6. A 6-month-old female child nearly died on September 1, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Bedford County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on October 26, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of incident, emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted by the mother due to the victim child being in cardiac arrest and not breathing. EMS intubated and transported the child to the local hospital and the child was subsequently life flighted to a pediatric specialty hospital. The child received a computerized tomography scan of the head which revealed hematomas and hemorrhages. The injuries sustained were indicative of shaken baby syndrome and indicated the injuries occurred more than one time due to being in multiple stages of healing. It was determined through the investigation that the explanation provided by the parents was not a plausible explanation for the injuries sustained. The mother and the father were the primary caretakers of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed with relatives and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and the father had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Berks 

7. A 9-month-old female child nearly died on August 27, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Berks County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on October 23, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the parents contacted emergency medical services due to the victim child becoming unresponsive, being in respiratory distress, and the child’s eyes rolling back in the head. The child was transported to a local pediatric hospital where a toxicology screening was administered which revealed the child ingested illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation that the illegal substance ingested was the mother’s and the mother left the illegal substance accessible to the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with relatives and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Blair

8. A 2-year-old male child nearly died on September 25, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Blair County Children, Youth, and Families (BCCYF) indicated the report on November 25, 2020, naming the victim child’s paternal uncle as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, emergency medical services (EMS) responded to the home of the paternal uncle due to the victim child having a seizure and vomiting. The child was transported via EMS to the local hospital and presented with an altered mental state, bruising consistent with strangulation around the throat/neck area, bruising to the face, ear, anus, and leg, a burn on the bottom of the foot, possible anal trauma, frenulum tear, blood shot eyes, pubic hairs in the diaper, a concussion, petechiae behind the ear, liver laceration, and injuries to the head of penis. The child was transferred to a specialized children’s hospital where a toxicology screening was administered which revealed that the child was positive for illegal substances and over the counter medication. The physician confirmed the injuries sustained were indicative of abuse, some injuries were the result of blunt force trauma, the injuries would have caused substantial pain to the child, and the substances ingested would have impaired the child. The paternal uncle was the primary caretaker of the child at the time of the incident. The child’s mother and father left the child with the paternal uncle to provide care for a few days. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other child in the parent’s home at the time of the incident remained in the care of their mother and father and services were provided; the five other children in the paternal uncle’s home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The victim child’s family had no prior documented child welfare involvement. The paternal uncle’s family had prior child welfare involvement. In September 2016 and November 2016, BCCYF received general protective services reports regarding other general protective services concerns and domestic violence which were determined valid and services were provided.

Cambria 

9. An 8-year-old male child nearly died on October 15, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Cambria County Children and Youth Services (CCCYS) indicated the report on December 10, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and the mother’s paramour as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the mother brought the victim child to the emergency room for an unrelated issue however, the child presented malnourished with visible ribs, visible skull features, and a visible xiphoidal process. The child also had bruises, scrapes, and small lacerations all over the body. It was determined through the investigation that the medical findings were consistent with starvation; the mother and the mother’s paramour limited what the child could eat, the child received less desirable food, the child was forced to wear clothing which was inappropriate for the weather, and the child was locked in his room at night which would require the child to scream for assistance to use the bathroom or use bedroom closet. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in kinship care and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2015, CCCYS received a GPS report regarding domestic violence which was determined valid and services were not provided. In July 2016, CCCYS received a child protective services report regarding sexual abuse which was determined founded and services were provided.

Clearfield 

10. A 6-month-old male child nearly died on October 23, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Clearfield County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on December 10, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child’s father brought the victim child to the local emergency room and reported the child had fallen off the couch and was not acting appropriately. The child presented critically ill, in a state of seizure, and the child appeared to have been ill for some time. Further medical testing revealed a subdural hematoma, two broken legs at different stages of healing, a brain bleed, and retinal hemorrhaging which were all consistent with physical abuse. The child was transferred to a children’s hospital. The mother and the father were not  cooperative with the investigation. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with a relative and the three other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the mother and the father had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2017 and August 2019, Centre County Children and Youth Services received general protective services reports regarding parental substance use and inadequate housing/shelter which were determined valid and no services were provided.

Delaware 

11. A 19-month-old male child nearly died on August 26, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Delaware County Children and Youth Services (DCCYS) indicated the report on October 23, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the parents left the child unattended; when they returned the child was unresponsive, emergency medical services were contacted, and the child was transported to the hospital. It was determined through the investigation that the child ingested an illegal substance, which was verified by a toxicology screening, during the time the parents admittedly left the child unattended. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In January 2019 and October 2019, DCCYS received general protective services (GPS) reports regarding parental substance use and a child born identified as being affected by substances which were determined valid and no services were provided. In May 2020, DCCYS received a GPS report regarding parental substance use and a child born identified as being affected by substances which was determined valid and services were provided. In August 2020, DCCYS received a child protective services report regarding causing a reasonable likelihood of bodily injury which was unfounded and no services were provided.

12. An 8-month-old female child nearly died on September 10, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Delaware County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on November 4, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother suspected the victim child ingested an illegal substance and transported the child to the local hospital. The child arrived at the hospital irritable, agitated, hyperactive, and was unable to control the limbs. The child was diagnosed with swelling of the brain as a result of ingestion and tested positive for illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation the illegal substance was left accessible to the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

13. A 2-year-old male child nearly died on September 17, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Delaware County Children and Youth Services (DCCYS) indicated the report on November 9, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother entered a medical building with the victim child to use the bathroom and exited the bathroom to inform staff that the child was blue and needed Narcan. Medical personnel were evaluating the child when the police responded to the scene; the mother informed the police officer the child was choking however, it was determined Narcan was necessary and administered to the child. The child resumed breathing and was provided with oxygen until emergency medical services arrived to transport the child to the local hospital. It was determined through the investigation that the child suffered an illegal substance ingestion while in the care of the mother and the illegal substance was in the mother’s possession at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in the care of a relative and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in the care of their father and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2020, DCCYS received a general protective services report regarding inadequate basic needs, parental substance abuse, domestic violence, and inappropriate discipline which was determined invalid and services were not provided.

14. A 7-month-old female child nearly died on October 18, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Delaware County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on December 15, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported by the father that the victim child fell from the changing table and appeared fine but later began to vomit and lose consciousness therefore, emergency medical services were contacted and the child was transported to the local hospital. The child presented at the hospital with bilateral subdural brain bleeds and bilateral retinal hemorrhage and was subsequently transferred to a specialty regional hospital. The hospital stated the injuries sustained were indicative of abuse and the report provided by the father was not a plausible explanation for the injuries sustained. It was also determined the child had older head injuries which were indicative of shaken baby syndrome. It was determined through the investigation that the mother and the father denied knowing how the child received the injuries and the mother was not present at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home with the mother with a relative supervising all contact with the mother, there would be no contact with the father, and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the father had been criminally charged and no criminal charges had been filed against the mother. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Erie

15. A 9-month-old male child nearly died on September 21, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Erie County Office of Children and Youth (ECOCY) indicated the report on October 27, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother took the victim child to the local hospital due to the child having seizures. The child was subsequently transferred to a specialized pediatric hospital. A toxicology screening was administered, and the child tested positive for an array of substances commonly combined for illegal use. It was determined through the investigation that the mother was the primary caregiver of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and two of the other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in a resource home and one of the other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed in foster care. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In December 2019, ECOCY received a general protective services report regarding parental behavioral health, lack of supervision, and other general protective services concerns which was determined valid and services were provided.

Fayette

16. A 1-month-old female child nearly died on September 21, 2020 as a result of physical abuse. Fayette County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on November 19, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported while the mother was at work, the father fell asleep while supervising the victim child in a bouncer seat and when the father awoke the child was limp, pale, and not breathing; the father then contacted the mother who returned home and they transported the child to the local hospital. The child presented at the hospital with bruising on the left cheek and a fracture of the skull and was transferred to a specialized pediatric hospital where additional injuries were discovered including healing rib fractures and seizure activity. It was determined through the investigation that the injuries sustained were the result of physical abuse. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with a relative and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

17. [bookmark: _GoBack]A 6-month-old female child nearly died on October 8, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Fayette County Children, Youth, and Families (FCCYF) indicated the report on December 7, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child became unresponsive and emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted. The child presented to EMS breathing, with a pulse, and pinpoint pupils that were sluggish. The child was transported to the local hospital initially, then transferred to a specialized children’s hospital. The child was administered a toxicology screening and tested positive for illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation that the mother was responsible for the care of the child at the time the child ingested the substances. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with a relative and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In May 2020, FCCYF received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use, inadequate healthcare, and conduct by a parent that places a child at risk which was determined invalid and no services were provided.

Lackawanna

18. A 4-year-old male child nearly died on October 12, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Lackawanna County Office of Youth and Family Services founded the report on November 6, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child had been disciplined by the father in another room in the home and later appeared to become woozy therefore the stepmother transported the child to the hospital. The child was life flighted to another hospital as a higher level of care was required. The child presented at the hospital with a subdural hematoma and 41 documented bruises that covered the body which were noted to have likely occurred on the date of the incident. Medical evidence supported that the injuries sustained were not self-inflicted and the bruises were mostly defensive injuries. It was determined through the court hearing that the father caused the injuries sustained. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in the custody of the agency and discharged to a rehabilitation facility; the two other children in the home at the time of the incident were placed in the care of their mother. The family received services. At the time the report was founded, the father had been criminally charged. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Lawrence

19. A 9-month-old male child nearly died on October 28, 2020, as a result of serious physical abuse. Lawrence County Children and Youth Services (LCCYS) indicated the report on December 4, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the child presented at the local hospital due to seizure-like activity. A computed tomography scan was completed which revealed a right-side skull fracture. The child was then transported to a regional children’s hospital where a toxicology screening was completed, and the child tested positive for illegal substances. During the investigation the mother was unable to provide a consistent or plausible account of how the child sustained the injuries or ingested the illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation that the mother was the sole caretaker of the child at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in foster care and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the mother had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In October 2020, LCCYS received a general protective services report regarding inadequate shelter, inadequate basic needs, parental conduct which places a child at risk which was determined valid and no services were provided. This report was under investigation with LCCYS at the time of this near fatality report.

Luzerne

20. A 3-year-old male child nearly died on November 2, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Luzerne County Children and Youth Agency indicated the report on December 8, 2020, naming the victim child’s father and the father’s paramour as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the father brought the victim child to the hospital due to being unresponsive. Initially, upon admission of the child to the hospital there were concerns for hypothermia. Further medical testing, including a toxicology screening revealed the child tested positive for illegal substances. It was determined through the investigation that the father and the father’s paramour were the sole caretakers of the child at the time the child would have ingested the illegal substances. The father admitted to leaving the child unsupervised for several hours; more specifically, there were concerns the child was left alone in a room with no heat which lead to the symptoms the child initially presented at the hospital with, hypothermia. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in the care of the mother and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Monroe

21. A 20-month-old male child nearly died on August 12, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Monroe County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on October 5, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the mother left the victim child unsupervised in a bedroom and the child ingested prescription medication which was not prescribed to the child. It was reported the child vomited and became lethargic therefore the mother contacted emergency medical services and the child was transported to the hospital. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the home with a relative supervising all contact with the mother and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In April 2019, May 2019, July 2019, September 2019, October 2019, and July 2020, Northampton County Children, Youth, and Families received general protective services reports regarding parental substance use, domestic violence, housing issues, parental mental health concerns, inadequate basic needs, and a child born affected by substances which were determined valid and services were provided. 

Montgomery

22. A 23-month-old male child nearly died on September 9, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth (MCOCY) indicated the report on October 19, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was acting abnormally, stumbling around, lethargic, and difficult to arouse. Emergency medical services were contacted, and the child was transported to the hospital where the child presented in an altered mental status. It was determined through the investigation the child had ingested the mother’s illegally obtained prescription medication and the mother had left the child unsupervised around the medication which was accessible to the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in foster care and services were provided; the one other child in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of their mother and no services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known child welfare. In March 2019, MCOCY received a general protective services report regarding lack of a caregiver, conduct by a parent that places a child at risk, and lack of supervision which was determined valid and no services were provided.

23. A 2-month-old female child nearly died on August 25, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth indicated the report on October 22, 2020 naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the father co-slept with the victim child while under the influence. It was reported the mother returned to the home and found the child unresponsive, wrapped in the air mattress and emergency medical services were contacted. The child was initially transported to the local hospital and was subsequently transported to the children’s hospital. The child sustained injuries including bilateral bruising to the posterior neck and clavicles and an abrasion with dried blood under the right ear. The medical findings determined the child suffered from presumed respiratory arrest secondary to suffocation and acute findings of anoxic injury. It was determined through the investigation that the mother knew the father was under the influence at the time of the incident and allowed the father to care for the child and the mother was also under the influence at the time of the incident. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with a relative and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the father and the mother had been criminally charged. The family was previously known to child welfare. In July 2017, December 2018, and April 2020, Chester County Department of Children, Youth, and Families (CCDCYF) received general protective services reports regarding parental substance use, conduct by a parent that places a child at risk, delay/denial in healthcare, lack of supervision, and inappropriate caregivers which were determined valid and services were provided. In June 2019 and July 2019, CCDCYF received child protective services reports regarding creating a reasonable likelihood of bodily injury through any recent act or failure to act which were indicated and services were provided. 

Perry

24. A 13-year-old female child nearly died on September 12, 2020, as a result of sexual abuse and physical abuse. Perry County Children and Youth Services (PCCYS) indicated the report on November 10, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother’s paramour as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child’s mother’s paramour provided the child with alcohol and sexually assaulted the child. A household member, who is also a minor, witnessed the assault and ran to a neighbor’s home to contact emergency medical services who arrived at the home to find the child unconscious and unable to respond. The child was transported to the hospital and presented with evidence of sexual assault and an elevated blood alcohol level. It was reported the child remembered asking the paramour for a non-alcoholic drink and the child had difficultly recollecting the remainder of the events. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the mother and the paramour no longer had contact with the children. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In June 2017, Cumberland County Children and Youth Services (CCCYS) received a general protective services (GPS) report regarding conduct by a parent that places a child at risk, ungovernable child, lack of supervision, parental intellectual disabilities, child behavioral issues, parent child conflict, and parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided. In July 2017, CCCYS received a GPS report regarding parental substance use and inappropriate caregivers which was determined valid and no services were provided. In May 2020, PCCYS received a GPS report regarding child behavioral health concerns which was determined valid and no services were provided. In May 2020, PCCYS received a child protective services report regarding causing sexual abuse or exploitation which was indicated and no services were provided. 

Philadelphia

25. A 12-month-old male child nearly died on October 2, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on October 22, 2020, naming the victim child’s maternal uncle as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the victim child ingested a prescription medication which was not prescribed to the child; the child’s maternal uncle left the child unsupervised with the medication accessible to the child. It was reported the maternal uncle discovered the child ingested the medication and the child’s physician and poison control were contacted; it was advised the child should be transported to the emergency room. Upon arrival at the hospital, the child was administered Narcan and returned to a baseline level of responsiveness. It was determined through the investigation the maternal uncle was responsible for caring for the child at the time of the incident and left the child unsupervised with access to the medication. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the mother and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

26. A 20-month-old male child nearly died on October 15, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services founded the report on December 2, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child ingested an illegal substance. It was reported the child became lethargic and had difficulty breathing therefore the parents contacted emergency medical services. During the investigation the father provided inconsistent reports regarding the incident. During the investigation it was determined the mother was aware the father was utilizing the illegal substance, the illegal substance was in the house, and did not take proper measures to ensure the child did not have access to the illegal substance. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in foster care and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was founded, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

27. A 1-month-old male child nearly died on November 2, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on December 18, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the victim child was found unresponsive and emergency medical services were contacted. The child presented at the hospital with shallow breathing, hypothermia, hypoxic ischemic event, and interventricular hemorrhage. During the investigation the mother and the father provided inconsistent accounts of the incident and the injuries sustained were determined to be suspicious of abuse. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed with relatives and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident was placed with their father. The family received services. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

28. A 4-month-old male child nearly died on October 15, 2020, as a result of serious physical neglect. Philadelphia Department of Human Services (PDHS) founded the report on November 30, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, the victim child was found lethargic with little movement therefore emergency medical services (EMS) were contacted. The child was transported via EMS to the local children’s hospital. The child presented to the hospital malnourished with low blow sugar and a fractured femur and tibia. It was determined through medical documentation the child had not sufficiently gained weight since birth and the mother and the father were the primary caretakers of the child. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In March 2019, July 2019, and October 2020, PDHS received general protective service reports regarding parental substance use, inadequate housing or shelter, lack of caregiver, domestic violence, and other general protective services concerns which were determined valid and services were provided.

29. A 1-month-old female child nearly died on September 10, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Philadelphia Department of Human Services indicated the report on October 16, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of the incident, it was reported the father found the victim child with droopy eyes, lack of movement in the arm, and abnormal breathing therefore the child was transported to the hospital. The child presented at the hospital unresponsive, having irregular respiratory rate and seizures, and with subdural and subarachnoid hemorrhages and retinal hemorrhages. The child was subsequently transferred to a specialized pediatric hospital. It was determined through the investigation the injuries sustained were the result of non-accidental trauma and there were no medical causes that could explain the findings; the mother and the father could not provide an explanation as to how the child sustained the injuries. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in kinship care and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Washington 

30. A 3-month-old male child nearly died on August 24, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Washington County Children and Youth Services indicated the report on October 29, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother and father as the perpetrators. On the date of incident, emergency medical services were contacted due to the victim child having seizure activity. The child was transported to the local hospital and was subsequently transferred to a specialized pediatric hospital where the child was diagnosed with subdural hemorrhage, retinal hemorrhage, and abrasions to the neck and head. Medical evidence revealed the injuries were highly suspicious of abuse and the mother and the father could not provide an explanation as to how the child sustained the injuries. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child was placed in foster care and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family had no prior documented child welfare involvement.

Westmoreland 

31. A 1-month-old female child nearly died on September 4, 2020, as a result of physical abuse. Westmoreland County Children's Bureau (WCCB) indicated the report on November 2, 2020, naming the victim child’s father as the perpetrator. On the date of the incident, the father co-slept with the victim child while under the influence of substances. It was reported the mother returned home to find the child pale in color with dry blood around the nose and emergency medical services were contacted. The child was transported to the local hospital and subsequently transported, via helicopter, to the regional pediatric hospital. Upon medical examination, it was noted the blood on the victim child was not fresh and the child’s color indicated a breathing problem; there was no obvious external injury and the child’s oxygen levels were low. It was determined through the investigation the father reported falling asleep on the couch with the child and the father tested positive for both prescribed and unprescribed medication; the mother was not present at the time of the incident and arrived home to find the father asleep on the couch and the child was between the couch cushion and the father. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the one other child in the home at the time of the incident were placed with a relative and services were provided. At the time the report was indicated, no criminal charges had been filed. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2019, WCCB received a general protective services report regarding parental substance use which was determined valid and services were provided.

32. A 6-month-old female child nearly died on August 11, 2020 as a result of serious physical neglect. Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau (WCCB) indicated the report on October 5, 2020, naming the victim child’s unrelated household member, as the perpetrator. On date of the incident, it was reported the victim child became unresponsive and the mother thought the child was choking on an object therefore emergency medical services were contacted, and the child was taken to the local hospital via ambulance. Upon arrival at the hospital, it was determined the child was not choking on an object but rather it was suspected the child had ingested an illegal substance therefore Narcan was administered. The child was subsequently transported to the local children’s hospital where a toxicology screening confirmed the child ingested an illegal substance. It was determined through the investigation the illegal substance belonged to the unrelated household member. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the two other children in the home at the time of the incident remained in the care of the parents and the unrelated household member no longer resides in the home. At the time the report was indicated, the criminal investigation was pending. The family was previously known to child welfare. In November 2009 and April 2013, WCCB received general protective services reports regarding parental substance use which were determined valid and services were provided.

York

33. A 5-month-old male child nearly died on March 1, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. York County Office of Children, Youth, and Families (YCOCYF) indicated the report on December 2, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother, father and maternal grandmother as the perpetrators. On May 21, 2019, the victim child and the victim child’s twin sibling were taken to their primary care provider where it was noted the child and the twin sibling had lost weight and had not been seen for routine medical care. They were subsequently transferred to the hospital and diagnosed with scurvy, rickets, osteopenia, multiple fractured bones and laboratory abnormalities that were a direct result of severe malnutrition and deficiencies in Vitamins D and C. It was determined through the investigation that the maternal grandmother practiced veganism and encouraged the same for the child; the child had been fed hemp seed water as a substitute for formula since March 21, 2019. It was determined through the criminal investigation that the mother, the father, and the maternal grandmother all were concerned for the lack of weight gain of the child and did not seek medical treatment. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the twin sibling in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the maternal grandmother and the mother had been criminally charged and no criminal charges had been filed against the father. The family was previously known to child welfare. In October 2018, YCOCYF received a general protective services report regarding conduct by a parent that places a child at risk which was determined valid and no services were provided.

34. A 5-month-old male child nearly died on March 1, 2019, as a result of serious physical neglect. York County Office of Children, Youth, and Families (YCOCYF) indicated the report on December 2, 2020, naming the victim child’s mother, father and maternal grandmother as the perpetrators. On May 21, 2019, the victim child and the victim child’s twin sibling were taken to their primary care provider where it was noted the child and the twin sibling had lost weight and had not been seen for routine medical care. They were subsequently transferred to the hospital and diagnosed with scurvy, rickets, osteopenia, multiple fractured bones and laboratory abnormalities that were a direct result of severe malnutrition and deficiencies in Vitamins D and C. It was determined through the investigation that the maternal grandmother practiced veganism and encouraged the same for the child; the child had been fed hemp seed water as a substitute for formula since March 21, 2019. It was determined through the criminal investigation that the mother, the father, and the maternal grandmother all were concerned for the lack of weight gain of the child and did not seek medical treatment. As the result of the safety assessment completed, the victim child and the twin sibling in the home at the time of the incident were placed in foster care and services were provided. There were no other children in the home at the time of the incident. At the time the report was indicated, the maternal grandmother and the mother had been criminally charged and no criminal charges had been filed against the father. The family was previously known to child welfare. In October 2018, YCOCYF received a general protective services report regarding conduct by a parent that places a child at risk which was determined valid and no services were provided.
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