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Office of Developmental Programs 
 

Consolidated and Person/Family 
Directed Support 
Waiver Renewals 

 
Listening Sessions 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon/morning.  Let me join (RPM) in saying thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules to talk with us today.  Before I begin this short presentation I want to make sure everyone took a handout.  This handout provides some basic information about the Consolidated and P/FDS Waivers as well as how to submit written comments.  
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• The Consolidated Waiver and Person/Family Directed Support 
(P/FDS) Waiver are set to expire on June 30, 2017. 

 

• ODP is launching a state-wide series of Listening Sessions to solicit 
feedback and understand what changes our stakeholders, 
individuals and families would like to see implemented.  

 

Purpose of Listening Sessions
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today’s session is designed for us to listen to your ideas for changes to the Consolidated and P/FDS Waivers. The Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS), which is the federal agency that administers the Medicaid program, has approved the waivers for a five-year period beginning July 1, 2012 and expiring on June 30, 2017. ODP is required to apply to CMS for a five-year renewal of both waivers. 

The renewal of the waivers is an opportunity for ODP and our stakeholders to make changes to improve the Pennsylvania intellectual disability service system. We have kicked off a state-wide series of Listening Sessions to hear from individuals, families and all other stakeholders about their ideas and for ODP to listen. 
During this brief presentation, I will go over some basics about what a waiver is, talk about the “CMS Home and Community-Based Services Final Rule”, and describe the process we will utilize today for listening to your ideas.  
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Listening Session Schedule 
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Session Date Time Region  Venue Site 
October 15, 2015 
  

 1-3 pm &     
 6-8 pm 

West Sheraton Erie Bayfront   
55 West Bay Drive, Erie, PA 16507  

October 16, 2015 
  

10-12 pm & 
1:30-3:30 pm 

West Pine Community Center  
100 Pine Park Drive, Wexford, PA 15090 

November 4, 2015 
  

 1-3 pm &     
 6-8 pm 

Central Central Penn Conference Center  
600 Valley Road, Summerdale, PA  17093  

November 12, 2015  5-7 pm All Maestro Call 
November 16, 2015  
  

 1-3 pm &     
 6-8 pm 

Northeast Quality Inn Wilkes Barre  
880 Kidder Street, Wilkes Barre, PA 18702   

December 7, 2015 
  

 1-3 pm &    
  6-8 pm 

Southeast 801 Market Street, Room 1154A 
Philadelphia, Pa 19107 
  
Church on the Mall, Plymouth Meeting Mall   
Box 80, 500 West Germantown Pike,  
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462   

December 11, 2015 1-3pm All  Maestro Call 

*In addition to the above dates, there will be a formal  
Public Comment period in the second half of 2016. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Listening Sessions are the first step in ODP’s planning process for the waiver renewals. Between now and December, ODP is holding ten in-person listening sessions throughout the state and will be holding two conference call listening sessions. These listening sessions will provide ODP with valuable information to consider when drafting changes to the waivers. ODP is planning an extensive public engagement process to ensure that stakeholders have opportunities throughout the planning process to share their ideas. 
�There will also be a formal public comment period towards the end of next year to give stakeholders opportunities to comment on, and respond to, drafts once they are developed. 
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• Institutional requirements are “waived” for home and community-
based services. 

• Medicaid home and community-based services are authorized in 
Section 1915c of the Social Security Act.  

• Programs are funded by federal and state dollars. 

• The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is the federal 
agency that approves and provides oversight of waivers.  

• States must apply to CMS for approval and renewal of waivers. 

– Waiver renewal period: 5 years 

– Current authorization period: 7/1/12 through 6/30/17 

 

What is a Waiver? 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is a Waiver?

Medicaid Home and Community-Based Services Waiver programs are authorized in Section 1915(c) of the Federal Social Security Act. Prior to the enactment of §1915(c), the Medicaid program provided for little in the way of coverage for long term services and supports in non-institutional settings but offered full or partial coverage of institutional care.  §1915(c) was enacted to enable states to address the needs of individuals who would otherwise receive costly institutional care by furnishing cost-effective services to assist them to remain in their homes and communities.  

It’s important to remember that Waiver services are funded by both federal and state dollars. When a state wants federal funds for home and community-based services, it applies to CMS for a Waiver. Waivers require approval by CMS and renewals are approved for five-year periods.
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CMS HCBS Final Rule 
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• CMS published the final rule amending regulations contained in 42 
CFR 441.301 on January 16, 2014 

 
• The rule supports enhanced quality in Home and Community Based 

Services (HCBS) programs and adds protections for individuals 
receiving services.  

 
• In addition, this rule reflects CMS’ intent to ensure that individuals 

receiving services and supports through Medicaid’s HCBS 
programs have full access to the benefits of community living and 
are able to receive services in the most integrated setting. 
 

• Waiver renewal will include changes to implement the final rule. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CMS published the Home and Community-Based Services final rule on January 16, 2014.  The rule reflects CMS’ intent to ensure that individuals receiving supports through home and community-based services programs, such as the Consolidated and P/FDS waivers, have full access to benefits of community living and opportunity to receive services in the most integrated setting. The final rule provides Pennsylvania and all states with the opportunity to develop a transition plan for a period of up to 5 years to meet the provisions of the rule.  All states must be in compliance with the new requirements by March of 2019. 

The waiver renewals will include the changes required by CMS to implement the Final Rule. 

(Examples of new requirements in case asked:
Provide opportunities to seek employment and work in competitive integrated settings, engage in community life and control personal resources.
Ensures the individual receives services in the community, to the same degree of access as individuals not receiving Medicaid HCBS.
Ensures individual rights of privacy, dignity and respect, and freedom from coercion and restraint.
Optimize, but does not regiment, individual initiative, autonomy, and independence in making life choices, including but not limited to, daily activities, physical environment, and with whom to interact.)
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How can we better achieve our mission?  
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ODP Mission: 
The mission of the Office of Developmental Programs (ODP)  is to 
support Pennsylvanians with developmental disabilities to achieve 
greater independence, choice and opportunity in their lives 
 
ODP Vision: 
ODP’s vision is to continuously improve an effective system of 
accessible services and supports that are flexible, innovative and 
person-centered. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you think about your comments please keep in mind ODP’s mission and vision.

ODP Mission:
The mission of the Office of Developmental Programs (ODP)  is to support Pennsylvanians with developmental disabilities to achieve greater independence, choice and opportunity in their lives

ODP Vision:
ODP’s vision is to continuously improve an effective system of accessible services and supports that are flexible, innovative and person-centered.
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• Individuals who indicated an interest in making a public 

comment on the sign-in sheet will have an opportunity to 
speak first. 

• There will be a 5 minute limit for comments. 
• If there is additional time, those who did not indicate an 

interest will be invited to speak. 
• Written comments can also be provided up to 12/21/2015 

– Email: RA-odpcomment@pa.gov 
– Mail: Julie Mochon, Department of Human Services, Office of 

Developmental Programs, 625 Forster Street, Room 501, 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 

 

Today’s Public Input Process 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’ll briefly talk about the public input process for today’s listening session. 

When you filled out the sign-in sheet today, you had the opportunity to select a box that said “I would like to make a public comment.”  Individuals who selected this box will be given the opportunity to speak first. We ask that everyone keep their comments to 5 minutes and we will keep time with an on-screen clock that will count down from five minutes. The purpose is to try to enable everyone who wishes to speak to have an opportunity to do so. 

If there is additional time, those who did not select the box will be asked to raise their hand and will be invited to speak. 

Lastly, written comments can be provided up to December 21st to the email address or the mailing address on the screen (both of these addresses are on the printed hand-outs provided).

mailto:RA-odpcomment@pa.gov
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What changes do you think will:  
1. Strengthen supports to individuals and their families  
2. Increase participation in community life 
3. Support individuals in obtaining competitive and integrated 

employment 
4. Strengthen supports for individuals living in their own home 

 

Today’s Listening Session 
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CLOCK 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We welcome all comments and encourage you to share your ideas on any topic of interest to you. We are also particularly interested in hearing your ideas about how we can strengthen supports to individuals with an intellectual disability and their families, how to increase participation in community life, how to support individuals in obtaining competitive and integrated employment, and how to strengthen supports for individuals living in their own home. 

We have included a clock and we please remind you to limit your comments to five minutes. 

Thank you. 
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