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REPORT ON THE NEAR FATALITY OF

BORN: 05/08/2008
DATE OF INCIDENT: 03/25/2009

FAMILY WAS NOT KNOWN TO:
ANY COUNTY AGENCY OR TO ANY SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCY

REPORT DATED: 16/05/09
REPORT FINALIZED: 02/12/10

This report is confidential under the provisions of the Child Protective Services Law and cannot
p

be released.
{23 Pa. C.S. Section 6340)

Unauthorized release is prohibited under penally of law.
(23 Pa. C.5. 6349 (b))
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Reason for Review

Senate Bill No 1147, now known as Act 33 was signed by Governor Rendell on July 3,
2008 and went into effect 180 days from that date, December 28, 2008. This Act amends
the Child Protective Services Law (CPSL) and sets standards for reviewing and reporting
child fatality and near child fatalities that were suspected to have occurred due to child
abuse, DPW must conduct child fatality and near fatality reviews and provide a written
report on any child fatality or near fatality where child abuse is suspected.

Notification of Fatality / Near Fatality:

On March 25, 2009, i
C ente; S Emel genc Room wnth a P g

Sl e had a seizure upon
® was (letel mined to be in critical condition and
tl dnsfcn cd to ChlEdien 8 Hos ital of Philadelphia’s was

& in the JREEE S AREEER Children’s Hospital for sixteen days and
: -ﬁ to Chl!(hcn s Hospital’s Scashore House .

B l1c was

L uutxall presented at Crozer Chester Medical
L brutqmr to his face and ears and -
g to the emergency roont.

was

Family Constellation,

Name . Relationship Date of Birth

victim child 05/08/2008
biological mother I oso
biological father Unknown
biclogical mother’s paramour Unknown

| the biological father of

. is not a household member.
HiS whereabouts are unknown and reported there 1s no contact
information for

or any of his lamily. is not listed on birth
certificate. reports [ is 38 years old. isnota

household membei he is 17 ycars old and resides with his mother and grandmother at
- Puna in Philadelphia, PA.

Delaware County Children and Youth were unable to locate
‘ for interviews. The Delaware County police were unable to locate

H for interviews.

Documents Reviewed and Individuals Interviewed.,

For this review the Southcast Regional Office (SERO) reviewed the county case record,
Chester Police interviews and the adjudication hearing court report. *
administrator for [N and , Bl casework supervisor, for Delaware
County Children and Youth were interviewed.

]

Case Chronology:
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Previous Children and Youth involvement:
The family did not have a prior history with Delaware County Children and Youth.
However, the biological mother of . _, has a history of
involvement with New Jersey Department of Youth and Family Services as a child. She
self reports 9pend1n y tnne in placements that include Juvenile Detention for assault,
Ee BN LREREE . < oup home and [oster care while living in New Jersey.
was returned to her mother” Iome when she was 17 years old.

& reports she has § e : I . Prior to living in
Deiawcue County, § ' g and her thld were living ina homeless shelter in

Philadelphia . fidmllted to the use of marijuana and com leted a
‘ ERIEEREE s been recommended to

B icports she has been living in Chester, PA for

approximately 9 months.
Circumstaneces of Near Fatality.

On March 25, 2009 at approxi
referral from [ESS : '
regarding the j§ o S _ . The reporting source
stated that B8 B reporied that was not acting like himself and became

lethargic. EIEEEMUTHRIEEN cailcd 011, @l was originally transported to Crozer
Chester Mbdlcal Ct,ntel where it was determined that he *

also had bruising to his face and ears almost as if someone had grabbed his face and
squeezed il. A chest x-ray was completed and -h
h had a scizure when brou rht mto the Eme; genc Room and was listed
mcnUC'ﬂ conc11t1011 _ The CT ofhls head e

atei 4:30 pm, Children and Youth Services received a

’ L BN and transferred to Children’s Hospital of
Pluladelphla R SRR <ontacted Delaware County Children and Youth
later in the evening and repor ted th'at BERR s being evaluated for a possible stroke.
Treating medical professionals at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia report the
followm s information; the child’s hcad in uue% are a lesuit of biunt fonce frauma to the

:' . The child mderwent a

AL RN 11 March 25, 2009 to .

S On A)lll 22, 2000 R undelvem a and required five days of
recovery. WS R R A AR Children’s Hospital for
sixteen days Sufi’eled from a to the left front and left back
region of his head and a )omon of the n ht back regton of the head.

i S In addmon
S (0 the bxam ' , and
the left eye. The gh;id was noted to have that were resolving, and
mild hearing loss bilaterally. |l had suffer ed severe pain and impairment of

to
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functioning [T R from Children’s Hospital he

was [IRRERE (0 Children’s Hospital's Seashore House

03/31/2009: Office visit with SN (o ww
and investigation, SRS B history was obtained,

ﬁ was assessed. The allegations were presented and discussed. The releases

of informaltion for medical reports were sighed.

04/1/2009: County made contact with the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia social
worker. RS was medically stable and waiting for a h bed at the Seashore
House.

04/”/7009 County made contact with Children’s H()bpii'll of Philadelphia, —
EeEd suffered blunt force trauma to his head. There is no medical explanation for

R injurics. R continues io be tube fed and will remain w
he can tolemte bottle feedmr 'md re rfuns bod stxcn,g,th A portion of

05/06/2009: Delaware County Children and Youth Services Internal Review was held.

05/18/2009: Family was accepted for services.
06/09/2009: Family Services Plan was developed.
06/01/09: Risk Assessment was completed. It was determined that the overall severity

and overall risk are HIGH RISK. Risk/Severity Assessment Form was completed in
response to Risk Assessment.

° 5/ 18/2009 nammg bloioglmi mothel

- Bl of serious physical injury (o I ' , based on medmal evidence.
Medlcal professionals determined that his injuries were a result of blunt force trauma to
the head that was non-accidental in nature.

Current / most recent shtus of case: _
On Iune 2009 o R

: e sxg,ncd a voluntary placement agreement
g,iantmg Dclawme County Chlldlen and Youth temporary legal and physical
custody : BRE. The family was accepted for services.

. ils placcd in fostu care with Bethanna-Lancaster. — is

providcd with visits once every two weeks for one hour at the Children and Youth

services office in Chcstcl loc*atc,d at 531 Penn Strect. Bethanna will transport
to the v1sus . Ll is 1csponsible for transporting herself to the
visit. Should |

e 1ove [urther away and need to take a bus to the
visits, lokens will be plowded after reviewing budgeting and income with
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Children and Youth Services. — must confirm her visit with
Children and Youth Services at 1eds£ 24 hours in advance.

Dug,to the extent of injuries qufietecl hc

SELRS through
8 and Schricber’s Pbdlatllb Rehabilitation Center.

FeCCIVeS

County Strengths and Deficiencies as Identified by the County Review Report;

Strengths: According to the county [indings, the Risk/Scverity Assessment was
completed as determined by the Pennsylvania Model Risk Assessment. It was
determined that the overall severity and overall risk are High. The county obtained the
necessary medical background of h The county identified goals in the Family
Service Plan that would address mother’s d The county also addressed
mothet’s and made the appropriate recommendations and referrals. The

county verified that @ had no history with the Philadelphia Department of
Human Services,

Deficiencies: There was discussion that [ RIIREEE s living with her mother prior

to the incident. It was also stated that the materna! grandmother noted bruising on the
child after they moved from her home in New Jersey; however, she did not make a
referral to Children and Youth. The county did not provide any documentation of the
maternat grandmother's biographical information. There is no evidence that the
Delaware County Children and Youth contacted New Jersey Department of Youth and
Family Services. UPon further investigation by SERO (court reporis from adjudication
hearing on June 30" 2009, Master ), it was determined that Delaware
County did contact New Jerse Dmslon of Youth and Family Services, to obtain
chlldhood (Eocumenlb of . On Junc 19, 2009, a request was made to
SRS gt B thc chal Dcpmtment of the State of New Jersey’s
Depfn tmcnt of Youlh and Family Services, requesting access to the
case file and copies of all pertinent information relating to
and agency services provided to the family.

family’s

County Recommendations:

On May 6, 2009 Delaware County Children and Youth Services had an internal review of
the h family case. The review team did not have any recommendations for
_changes at the state and local level on reducing the likelihood of future child fatalities and
near fatalities directly related to this case. The family was not known to the agency.
had recently moved to the area and there were no child welfare issues that

would have warranted a referral to the agency. | vas living with her
mother and meeting the needs of her child. This incident occurred when _
moved out of her mother’s home. The review team recognized that collaboration of
community agencies and service providers is essential when working as a team and

addressing the needs of the client. Delaware County did invite Philadelphia Department
of Human Services Lo atiend the review; however, there was no representation from DHS.




County Strensths and Deficiencies as Identified by SERO Review:

Strengths
ﬁl he county developed a Family Service Plan that addressed the needs of the
fami!i and included treatment for

e The county requested the records from NI DYFS.

Deficiencies: N
o Asan adult, ERREIIREIEE R (a5 living in a homeless shelter in Philadelphia with
. She was able 1o obtain housing through this program; however, there was

no evldem,e that other services were provided as supports to stabilize the family.

¢ The county record did not indicate if the county contacted the shelter in
Philadelphia, where _ reports that she and B iv<d prior to
moving to Delaware County. [t was confirmed by SERO that the county did not
contact the homeless shelter.

SERO Recommendations:

A means for cross state conumunication would be beneficial in tracking and monitoring
families who cross state boundaries. Moreover, children who age out of the county
systems should be provided supportive and concrete services particulatly as they become
parents. This is especially um al f01 thosc who have experienced multiple placements,
disruptive placement, JEEIEEIEes RS 1 homelessness.




