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REPORT ON THE DEATH OF

Na’ilah Parker

BORN: 02/05/2009
DIED: 02/19/2009

FAMILY KNOWN TO:
FAMILY WAS NOT KNOWN TO ANY COUNTY AGENCY

REPORT DATED: 08/06/09
REPORT FINALIZED: 02/04/10

This report is confidential under the provisions of the Child Protective Services Law and cannot
be released.
(23 Pa. C.5. Section 6340)

Unauthorized refease is prohibited under penalty of law,
(23 Pa. C.S. 6349 (b))




Reason for Review

Senate Bill No. 1147, now known as Act 33 was signed into law by Governor Rendell on
July 3, 2008 and went into effect 180 days from that date, December 30, 2008. This Act
amends the Child Protective Services Law (CPSL) and sets standards for reviewing and
reporting child fatality and near child fatality as a result of suspected child abuse. DPW
must conduct child fatality and near fatality review and provide a written report on any
child fatality or near [atality where child abuse is suspected.

Circumstances of Deatl

On Monday 02/09/2009, 4 day old Na'liah Parker had stopped breathing and was
taken by ambulance to the hospital. The investigation revealed that mother was feeding
child at approximately 3:00 AM; mother states that she then swaddled child and put her
in the bassinet on her back. Mother stated that around 3:30 AM child started making a
gurgling sound at which time she got out of bed picked the child up and the child’s mouth
was open. Mother stated she then took child’s clothing off to check to see if she was
breathing and child was not. Mother said she called 911 at 3:48 AM and before she could
give them her address, her cell phone died. Mother stated that she then plugged her cell
phone up to the battery charger and rebooted her cell phone and called 911 again to give
them the same information along with her address. Mother stated that she was told by the
operator to lay child on the Hoor and then breathe into her mouth and nose. Mother
stated that she breathed one time and then two times following. Mother stated that the
rescue came and took over. Mother stated she then called father to meet her at the
hospital and told him that the EMS said child did not have a pulse. Mother stated that
child was transported to Einstein Hospital. Mother stated she stayed back with police
officer and got dressed. Mother stated the police transported her to the hospital. Mother
stated shewas at Einstein Hospital for 21/2 hours before child was transported to St.
Christopher’s Hmpita! Mother stated when they arrived at St. Christopher’s, father and
MGF, &

DHS SW spoke with Poime PR v ho stated that mother appeared
credible with her statement. 2SS BRen stated she believes mother’s story. DHS
SW observation on mother is (hat mothe; appears {o have a delayed response to
questions; however, she did comprehend well. Mother also appeared to be in “shock”
over child; but appeared creditable and consistent with her story. Child’s father was not
at mother’s home when the incident occurred. DHS SW spoke with _ stated
mother’s story was Lonsistcnt and mother is appro );'iate with s:af f; aiso mothera opears

The Iamliy <;E<lycd cloqe o the c,hlld s blde duungD

§, little Na'ilah Parker was pronounced dead.




The causc of death listed was: Near-Miss Sudden Infant Death, which was
described by i aaaal [om (he Philadelphia Medical Examiner’s office, as an
Interruptive SIDS, mcamng that the child managed to survive the SIDS probably because
the mother interrupted when she heard the child’s gurgling and picked her up.

Summary of Review

IFamily Constellation

Name Relationship Date of Birth
Parker, Na'ilah Child 02/05/2005
= : Mother
Father

Documents Reviewed and Individuals Interviewed

For this review the SERO reviewed the City of Philadetphia Medical Examiner’s Notice
d PIO uncement of Death, Philadelphia Department of Human Services (DHS) -
L DS Risk Assessment, DHS Safely Assessment, [nterview with
Phlladelphm s Special Victim Unit, who interviewed Nurse
Practitioner 8 SRR o ( S(. Christopher’s Hospital, Medical Records from Albert
Einstein Medical Center, and Medical Records from St. Christopher’s Hospital For
Children also interviewed # of the Philadelphia Medical Examiner’s Office
who is assigned to this case and R, DHS SW

Case Chronology. _ L
) On February 9 2009 DHS received a § S R T g T R
g involving “Baby gjul Parker who had presented at the

o 02/09/2009-% '__'f G — advising
her of the [ -Re Physical Injuries
e (02/09/2009-Safety f\bSLSSIHCll[ Completed Safety Decision is that child is “Safe”-
Safety Analysis-"Child is at St. Christopher’s Hospital. Child is not showing
signs, movement. Child is breathing on her own; however is receiving oxygen by
machine. Mother appears creditable and consistent with story. Mother appears {o
display protective capacities to ensure Child’s safety and well being.”
02/09/2009- 2:45 PM-DHS SW assigned atlunplul o Lonlact

hospltai via ambt!ance.

2 B (hat Na’ 1lah was not doing well
02/17/2009-1 1:30AM-DHS SW received a phone catl from [N TR
gRR. slating that Na’ilah’s condition has not
stated the Doctor’s conﬁarred with Na’ilah’s mother and father




about taking her off ventilator. |EEE statcd the parents needed time to make
their deciston.

o 02/19/2009- 9:40 PM- Na'il

02/20/2009- DHS SW

: advising that Na'ilah had died. ST

died from Interruptled SIDS, R/O Child Abuse.

e 02/26/2009- Risk Assessment Completed-Overall risk was assessed to be “Low™-
“Child died due to SIDS. Mother was appropriate. No abuse or neglect
suspected.”

o 02/26/2009- DHS Ei’l\’(..bt! gation Completed- ‘

o 02/26/2009- S BRI and Closing Letter sent o {from DHS)
advisi 1cr that t!n Child Abuse allegations against her were determined to be

5 and that the case with DHS is closed.

ah Parker was pronounced dead.

said that Na'ilah

Findings and Recommeoendations

BN (hat the cause of death is:

It was determined by [ Sl
Pritnary Diagnosis: Near-Miss Sudden Inf"mt Death
Secondary Diagnosis: Cardiopulmonary arrest
Third Diagnosis: Anoxic Brain Injury

" § from the Philadelphia Medical Examiner’s office is assigned to this case.
A B states that his final report will probably say that the child died of SIDS
and lhdt tlu, mannet of death will most likely be listed as natural as there are no signs of
trauma,




