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REPORT ON THE DEATH OF

Sandra Ferguson

BORN: 1/20/07
DIED: 2/26/09

The family was not known to Semerset County Children and Youth Services.

This report is confidential under the provisions of the Child Protective Services Law and cannot
be released.
(23 Pa. C.8. Section 6340)

Unauthorized release is prohibited under penalty of law,
(23 Pa. C.S. 6349 (b))
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Reason for Review

Senate Bill No. 1147, now known as Act 33 was signed by Governor Rendell on July 3,
2008 and went into effect 180 days from that date, December 30, 2009, This Act amends
the Child Protective Services Law (CPSL) and sets standards for reviewing and reporting
child fatality and near child fatality as a result of suspected child abuse. DPW must
conduct child fatality and near fatality review and provide a wrilten report on any child
fatality or near [atality where child abuse s suspected.

Family Constellation:

Name Relationship Daie of Birth
Victim Child 1/20/07

Sandra Ferguson

Mother /80
Mother’s Paramour /79
Half-Sibling 05
Half-Sibling 08

Notification of Fatality:

According to the [JESEE report that was received by Somerset County Children and
Youth Services, the mother’s paramour brought the child to Windber Hospital
Emergency Room, Windber, PA on 2/8/09 with extensive injuries, The child had multiple
old and new bruises along her hairline on her forechead, above her right ear, on her right
and left temporal regions, and on the medial aspect of both knees. The child had multiple
contusions and abrasions on her right hand, lower back dnd leps. The chiid s pupils were
une ual. The child’s heart rate was very o = ' -

- SR : X-rays were done but the results were not

back yet. Photm were [’lk(}ll ofihu child’s injuries. The child had not been classified in

umcal condlllon at that point. The mother’s paramour claimed that the child fell out of
: 5 ‘-: hc m}uueq did not match Ehc %tm ‘.

: L (I1ed R = on 2/26/09. On 3/4/09 Somerset
County Chll(hen and Youth Services notified ChildLine of the child’s death and this
report was then listed as a Fatality Re oIt At that time the t,hlid S moihc; and the
mother’s paramour were | i : =
- the only carctakers of the child.




Documents Reviewed and Individuals Interviewed:

The Central Region Office of Children, Youth and Familics (CROCYF) revicwed the
Somerset County Children and Youth Services investigation
file. The file was inclusive of all medical repoits, the autopsy report, Police Criminal
Complaint and agency dictation. Somerset County Children and Youth Services also
obtained priors from Clearfield County Children and Youth Services and Jeflerson
County C]nidien ‘md\ ouih Services. The CROCYF interviewed Somerset County
Caseworker, [EEHERISNEN 11 Supcrvisor,

Case Chronology:

Previous CY involvement:

Somerset County Children and Youth Services had no involvement with the family prior
to receiving the — Report on 2/8/09, During the investigation it
was discovered that the family did have prior involvement with Clearfield County
Children and Youth Services and Jelferson County Children and Youth Services. Both
Clearfield and Jetferson County Children and Youth Services are located in the Western
Region. Somerset County did request and receive confirmation of involvement from both
Clearficld and Jefferson counties. The lollowing is a summary of the documentation sent
from Clearfield and Jefferson County Children and Youth Service Agencies.

Clearfield County Children and Youth Services:
_ Referral: Received on 10/12/006.
Allegations: The mother yells and swears at the child, —/05
and threw him onto a couch. When the child cries the mother yells at him, “What do you
want [rom me?” and states she should jump off a bridge to get peace and quiet. i
was the only child in the home at the time of this referyal.
Actions/Outcome: An unannounced home visit was conducted immediately. The mother
stated she yells when the child gets too close to the dog because the dog has cancer and
will bite if you get too close to him. The mother denied the other allegations. The home
was found to be free and clear of health and safety hazards, and the child was clean,
dressed appropriately and appeared healthy. The child was scen during the home visit but
the worker did not check to see if the child had any injuries. The mother agreed to a
safety plan that she would not cause any injury to the child, that she would not throw or
scream at the child, and that she would provide for all his basic needs. It is noted that the
Maternal Gl dnd )ments lwch m ihe home at lhb mnebu{ weren 10t mt,]udc,d in any safet

intae ws ihn ctsed on 10/16/06.

BREE Reforcal: Reccived on 3/13/08
Allegations: It was reported that the child, [, V25 hawng, feeding issues,
possibly textural issues, and that the moihel thinks the child may be autistic, as the child




is not walking or pulling hersell up. |}

states that the mother reports the child screams and cries unless she is left in the crib and
that the mother reports that child drinks 12-15 bottles per day. The mother was
confronted about 4 missed medical appointments for the child and it was reported that the
child’s last medical appointment was at 2 months old. states that the
child lies with her hands in front of hu as il she is g,uzudmfb herself. [t was also reported
[hdl both ihe dnl(! dnd hu s:blmg, e 8. are behuui in mmmmzatmns

Aciiom/()uiu)m(:' Thn, case was accepted for services on 5/13/08. The Famiiy Service
Plan was signed by the mother on 5/27/08 which included meeting the child’s medical
needs by maintaining all medical appoints and providing for the appropriate care of the
child. 1t shoukd be noted that Family Preservation services began working with the
family on 03/24/08 however is not referenced in the Family Service Plan. There was no
further information available for review except for a risk assessment dated 8/7/08 which
was completed when it was learned that the family was now residing in Jefferson County.
Clearfield County Children and Youth services then referred the case to Jefferson County
Children and Youth Services on 8/7/08.

Additional [ERBERN were received by Clearfield County Children and Youth services on
4/2/08, 6/9/08, 7/16/08 and 9/7/08. Although the referral information was provided the
case specm(, documentation was not forwarded with the referal information. The referral
information is as follows:

B R cferral: Received on 4/2/08.
Allegations: The referral source i C '
reported concerns in re md o the Mother never
cleans the child, EEEE R 03 and her diaper is never changed.

private area is dirty and it has stuff caked in it. Her hands are dirty and have
fuzz on them. _
Actions/Outcome: The case was on already being served by Family Preservation and
open in the Intake Departiment.

R Roferral: Received on 6/9/08. _ _
Allegations: The referral source KRR i L
rovided pictures and exptessed concern over the care of by the child’s mother.
i repor tcdtimt PR was frequently dirty and currently had the worst case of diaper
ras| RN HEREl PO &W was behind developmentally and had
severe dld[)Cl rash under her chin reported concerns for the child’s siblings,
who is left in a crib ail day and not being fed, and for [ who is still in
diapers and is not talking yet.
Actions/Outcome: The agency viewed this information in the context of the case already
being open and active with services and any issues would be addressed.
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BBl Refeoral: Reccived on 7/ 1/08. _
Aiic rations: Thc referral source Ji8

ﬂ]dt the bhild

e i L ORI is always sleeping,
dnd lhat Ehe moihel dl(l not 50 10 n,hu,k on thu Child in o C

ver an hour

the child’s diaper was soaked and the child was dirty and smeled.
§ concern because she could see the child’s ribs.
B cxpressed concern to her regarding the child’s and her

sibling’s hygiene as well as concerns that the child’s sibling, is told to wait when
he asks for food. expressed concern to

because she is supposed Lo be wearing b because her feet go to the side and she can’t
walk right. SR S (i mother is not following up with the
Ll}lld needs and the child needs to be seen by a doctor.

food in the refrigerator and a little bit of food in the freezer. The house was hot upstairs
and there were no running fans.

Action/Outcome: There was no further case documentation to review other than a
supervisor’s comment that the “Report is unsubstantiated. This incident can be closed.”

- Refeiml Ru,el\fed on 9/7/08 -

I L T R PR e there
was a warrant for the mother’s arrest and that i heard thal both Clearfield and Jefferson
County Children and Youth Service Agencies were looking for the mother.

wanted dispatch to give him the number for the cops.

Action/Outcome: The call was screened by the agency. At that time, it was given a Low
rating as there were allegations of maltreatment however mother was living in Jefferson
County and open for services.

Jefferson County Children and Youth Services
Referral: Received on 8/"/08'1;1(1 8/7/08 -

Allegations: On 8/2/08 &S L RERR called Jefferson County Children
and Youlhei vices and reported that the iamli had moved in with *
R in Jeffuson Count ron 8/1/08. | expressed concern about the mother’s
19 month old baby ((EIEREREERNEEN ) stating that the mother gave the child tea instead
of milk, that the baby can’™t move 'md may be developmentally delaycd. [l also stated
that the room the family is staying in is hot and poorly ventilated. a that the
mother has been sitting on the porch talking to her guy friends instead of watching the
children and interacting with them. the mother only changes the younger
two children’s diapers 3 or 4 times a day. felt this was a case of
neglect. On 8/7/08 Clearfield County Children and Youth Services made a referral
regarding medical neglect and the family’ ric: 'on from tl eir residence and move o
Jefferson County. Alqo on 8/7/08 g L : '
ST B nade a referral to Jef ferson County Children and Youth




Services because : : :
o Iound 110 food in the home, 110
milk/formula in the home : . Ll ) and there is
an infant in the home, was concerned llnt a youngD c,h:ld was drinking ice tea, and
expressed concern that one of the children is receiving j and is having

trouble gaining weight.

On 8/16/08 EEaraEri B made a referral to Jefferson County Children and
Youth Services C\;pl essing 8l concerns that the mother is not taking care ol the child,
that the child is not being fed properly, that the mother is missing the child’s doctor
appointments,

Action/Outcome: Jeflerson County Children and Youth Services made home visils with
the family at the residence they were staying at on 8/4/08 and 8/13/08. The case
(Ioulmenlmmn mdiwth the mother stated she had food/formula and milk. A release for
the child’s (RS B physician was obtained. The mother stated she had -
a

— . — : fll the child was scen ald that there
were 1o major concerns. 88 I .

R = On 8/27/08 the
agency lemne(l that the mother had lefi the :csxdcncu she, was qtaymg at with her children
on 8/26/08. The agency attempted to visit the mother and the children again on 8/29/08
and 9/4/08 but the mother and her children never returned to the residence. The agency
learned on 9/10/08 from 1hc Matunal Grandmother, (MGM), that the mother was
residing somewhere in SRR bu( the MGM could not provide any specific address
or telephone number, [N is located in Somerset County. The agency then
:ccommended the case be closed due the mother’s move, &
LTS IR (1hat (he mother was appropriately caring for the child and the
mothel s no{ answering the agency’s ca!ls to he; (,ell )hone The:e 1s no documentallon
oling to contact RN SR B T
i R o1 actually sccmg the child duung, the Idst home visit or
veufym;, foocl/ fo:muf& it the home (they asked the mother and she said yes but it was not

actually seen). The agency closed the case on 9/10/08 with no referral being made to
Somerset County Children and Youth Services.

Circumstances of Child’s Fatality;

In their initial statements of events to investigating Law Enforcement Officers and
Somerset Count Chttdlcn and Youth Services Staff, Caseworker _ and
Supervisor [ERERRNEREER. (1 child’s mother and mother’s paramour maintained that the
child had been f‘l[lm{, out ot her toddler bed so lhey had lecentiy put her in a crib, They
stated the child fell out of the crib on 2/8/09, causing her injuries. On the date of the
incident the child’s mother and mother’s paramour stated they had put the children to bed
and they were in the living room waltching a movie. The time was estimated to be after
9:00 p.m. when they heard a foud thud. The mother’s paramour stated he ran into the

ointment on 8/ 14/08 and a medical appointment w1th the child's | hysician on 8/19/08.




child’s room ‘md the duld was iym;3 on the floor not moving. T}u, mother’s paramour
stated he ook the child in to the living room, laid her on the couch and began CPR. The
child’s mother called for an ambulance, but her paramour decided not to wait for it and
he took the child to the Windber Hospital Emergency Room, Windber, PA. The child’s
mother stayed behind to care for her two other children. After the initial medical
assessment of the child at the hospital, it was determined that due to the child’s extensive
injuries she would be sedated and intubated (or flight to Children’s Hospital of
Pittsburgh. The child’s mother and paramour drove directly to Children's Hos ital of

Paltsbu:gh The ‘ild(L(E thu um]ved bt,]Olb zhc hdlcopiet cEid E

B she died
on 2/26/09.

On 3/3/09 the mother’s paramour was interviewed by law enforcement officers from the
Paint Township Police Department and PA State Police. During this interview the
mother’s paramour stated that he, the child’s mother and half- sibw, were in
the living room watching a movie; the child’s other half-sibling, | was in bed and
the child was in her toddler bed. - and the child shared a bedroom in the home. The
mothet’s paramour stated that the child got out of bed and woke up - He stated
that they put the child in her walker and she was crying. The law enforcement officers
stated that the mother’s paramour then adimitted that he punched the child in the head and
the child became unconscious and passed out. The mother’s paramour was then arrested
and plaued in Somerset C ounty Jail, On 3/26/09 Somersel County CYS Caseworker

B and Supervisor IR intcviewed the mother's paramour in the
Somerset County Jail. The mother’s paramour stated during this interview that he did not
punch the child but that he slapped the child on the right side of her head with an open
hand. He stated that he does not think he hit her hard enough to hurt her. He stated that 15
minutes after he hit her she was unconscious in her walker. He added that earlier that
evening the child’s mother bathed the child and he heard her screaming like he never
heard her scream before. He states that the child’s mother made up the story about the
child falling out of her crib and he went along with it because he was scared.

On 3/6/09 the child’s mother was interviewed by taw enforcement officers from the Paint
Township Police Department and PA State Police, and Caseworker _ from
Somerset County Children and Youth Services, The child’s mother initially maintained
her prior statements that the child had fallen out of her crib, but then admitted that her
paramour punched the child once in the head because she was crying,.

An attempt was made on 4/2/09 to have the child’s half-sibling :
forensicatly interviewed at The Child Advocacy Center, but he would not speak. §

Additional interviews were conducied _

Numerous stalements were received from those individuals about the mother’s
and the mother’s paramour’s lack of care and failure to provide for the child’s special




necds. o

T - : The mother had also
1cp01 led thdl the bllll(E wouid not eat tab!e foods and would only take bottles.

Somerset County Children and Youih Services was very diligent in obtaining

waivers/releases for information from service providers that had worked with the family

in Clearfield and Jefferson Counties. The mother h'acl not mttntedau services for the
child or her siblings in Some;qct Cmmty : '

Current / most recent status of case:

agency did nol accept tln, case im services beuluse the child’s snhhngb are tesldmg, with
relatives in Clearficld County. [RURSIEE wen! to reside with her father and
_ is residing with his maternal grandmother and step maternal grandfather.
Although the living arrangements for these children were made by their mother, father
and maternal grandmother and maternal step-grandfather independent of court
involvement, Somerset County Children and Youth Services ensured the relative
caregivers were appropriate, sought emergency clearances and made immediate referrals
to Clearfield County Children and Youth Services for services.

The mother has been criminally charged with 3 Felony counts of Endangering the
Welfare of Children and with 1 Felony count of Hindering Apprehension. She has not
gone to frial yel. Her current living circumstances are not known. She is not permitted to
have any contact with any of the children.

The mother’s paramour has been criminally charged with Homicide, Aggravated Assault,

Simple Assault and Reckless Endangerment. He remains in the Somerset County Jail
awaiting his criminal trial.

Services to children and families:

Somerset County Children and Youth Services made referrals for the child’s siblings to
Clearfield County Children and Youth Services because the children are residing there
with relatives,

County Strengths and Beficiencies as identified by the County’s Near Fatality
Report:

There were none noted.

County Recommendations for changes at the Local (County or State) Levels as
identified by way of County’s Fatality Report;

There were none noted.

i




Central Region Findings:

The investigation completed by Somerset County Children and Youth Services was
conducted timely and in collaboration with law enforcement services. Efforts to assist the
family in establishing care with relatives (with appropriate salcty provisions) for the
child’s siblings were well coordinated. The agencey initiated court involvement when
necessary and case documentation was very thorough. The agency initiated court
involvement to secure an order prohibiting the child’s mother and her paramour from
having any contact with the child’s siblings which was granted on 2/11/08.

Statutory and Regulatory Compliance issues:

There were no regulatory compliance issues related to Somerset County Children and
Youth Scrvices.

Somerset County Children and Youth Services conducted a thorough and timely
imvestigation. The investigation was coordinated with law enforcement officials. Safety
assessments and plans were completed and efforts were well coordinated with the
counties whete the child’s hal{-siblings are residing. Referrals for services to the counties
where the half-siblings are now residing with relatives were completed timely and follow
up collaterals to ensure services were coordinated for the children were also done.

Although Somerset County did request and receive confirmation of involvement from
both Clearficld and Jefferson counties, both Clearfield and Jefferson did not complete
Internal Fatality Reviews of their involvement with this family., The Western Region

Office of Children, Youth and Families will participate in the review of both counties’
prior involvement with the famity.




