
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

1 

OFFICE OF CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES 

Raheemah Shamsid-Deen Hampton 

Managing Director 

Southeast Region 

801 Market Street, 
Sixth Floor Suite 6112 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 

(215) 560-2249/2823 
Fax: (215) 560- 6893 

REPORT ON THE Near Fatality OF: 

BORN: 12/14/2008 
DATE OF NEAR FATALITY: 01/09/2012 

Family was not known to any public or private child welfare agency 

REPORT FINALIZED ON: 

4/1/2013 

This report is confidential under the provisions of the Child Protective Services Law and cannot 
be released. 
(23 Pa. C.S. Section 6340). 

Unauthorized release is prohibited under penalty of law. 
(23 Pa. C.S. 6349 (b)) 
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Reason for Review: 

Senate Bill 1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill 
became effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008. As part of Act 33 
of 2008, DPW must conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected 
child abuse that result in a child fatality or near fatality. This written report must be 
completed as soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the report was 
registered with ChildLine for investigation. 

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when 
a report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status 
determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to 
ChildLine. Philadelphia County was not required to convene a review team in accordance 
with Act 33 of 2008 related to this report. The investigation was determined unfounded within
30 days of the oral report. 

Family Constellation: 

Name: Relationship: Date of Birth: 
[REDACTED] Victim Child 12/14/2008 
[REDACTED] Biological Mother [REDACTED] 1992
[REDACTED] Maternal Grandmother [REDACTED] 1958
[REDACTED] Maternal Grandfather [REDACTED] 1959

Non-Household 
Members
[REDACTED] Biological Father [REDACTED] 1989

*[REDACTED
] Paternal Aunt Adult 
[REDACTED] Paternal Grandmother Adult 

Non-Household 
Members 
relevant to this 
report:

[REDACTED] Maternal Aunt, sister to [REDACTED] [REDACTED] 1984
[REDACTED] Maternal Uncle, husband of [REDACTED] [REDACTED] 1981
[REDACTED] Cousin [REDACTED] 2001
[REDACTED] Cousin [REDACTED] 2003
[REDACTED] Cousin [REDACTED] 2007
[REDACTED] Cousin [REDACTED] 2008

* [REDACTED]  is the biological sister to [REDACTED] (father of [REDACTED]), Upon 
discharge from [REDACTED] and her mother went to live in the home of [REDACTED].
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Notification of Child Near Fatality: 

On January 9, 2012, Philadelphia Department of Human Services received a report 
concerning 3 year old [REDACTED] and he visiting in the er mother, [REDACTED] wer
home of maternal aunt, [REDACTED], and her children. [REDACTED] was upstairs 
playing with her cousins in a third floor bedroom. One of the children opened the 
window because it was hot. The children heard their father coming into the house and ran 
down the steps. [REDACTED] looked out of the window and fell out of the third floor 
bedroom window.

Summary of DPW Child near Fatality Review Activities: 

The Southeast Regional Office of Children, Youth and Families obtained and reviewed all 
current case records pertaining to the [REDACTED] family. The medical reports from St. 
Christopher's Hospital for Children were reviewed. A follow-up interview was conducted 
with the DHS social worker, [REDACTED], on January 23, 2012 . 

Summary of Services to Family: 

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident: 
The family had no prior 

children and youth 

involvement prior to the 

near fatality of

[REDACTED]. 

There was a [REDACTED] report for mother, [REDACTED], as the victim child for 
truancy.

Circumstances of Child Near Fatality and Related Case Activity: 

On January 9, 2012, the 
Philadelphia Department of Human Services received a report concerning  
3 year old [REDACTED] was transported to St. Christopther's Hospital for Children by 
ambulance at approximately 8:40 p.m. It was reported that [REDACTED]  
fell out of a third floor bedroom window. Dr. [REDACTED] from St. Christopher's  
reported that [REDACTED] suffered [REDACTED]. The incident occurred in the home  
of [REDACTED] (mother of [REDACTED] 
biological sister, [REDACTED], of [REDACTED], Philadelphia, PA.

On January 12, 2012, the county social worker conducted a safety assessment in the home 
of maternal aunt, [REDACTED], and uncle, [REDACTED], where the incident occurred. [REDACTED] were interviewed and the 4 
children, cousins to [REDACTED] were interviewed. All of the children were interviewed individually and privately, and gave the same 
account of the incident. The children reported that they were upstairs in their bedroom playing. They heard their dad come into the house 
and ran downstairs to him. [REDACTED] stayed in the bedroom. None of the children witnessed
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[REDACTED] fall from the window. The children reported that [REDACTED] opened the window because it was 
very hot in the bedroom. It was determined that [REDACTED] fell from the window when the greeting was taking 
place. All of the children were remorseful 
of [REDACTED] falling from the window. All of the children were fearful of entering 
into the bedroom where the incident occurred. Therefore, their mother changed the 
bedroom anangements and she and her husband, [REDACTED], moved into the bedroom where the 
incident occurred. The safety assessment determined that all of the children are safe with 
no safety threats present. 

On January 23, 2012, the 
[REDACTED] investigation was completed and [REDACTED]. The investigation 
determined that the incident was accidental and there was no evidence of lack of 
supervision. It was determined that the injuries were consistent with the allegations. There 
were no signs that the child was pushed or shoved out of the window. 

On January 25, 2012, [REDACTED] was [REDACTED] from St. Christopher's Hospital 
for Children and placed at the [REDACTED]. [REDACTED] it was estimated that 
[REDACTED] would require two weeks of rehabilitation due to her present level of 
recovery.

On January 26, 2012, the county social worker conducted a safety assessment in the home 
of paternal aunt, [REDACTED], and to discuss the plan of [REDACTED] residing in the 
home. It was determined that this would be an appropriate residence for mother and child. 
Ms. [REDACTED] is an employee of [REDACTED] Hospital and will be available to 
assist [REDACTED] and her mother with doctor appointments, physical therapy and other 
special care needs of the family. Ms. [REDACTED] has no children and she is the only 
person living in the home. She is willing to provide a residence for mother and the child. 

Related Case Activity: 

The investigation determined that [REDACTED] leaned out of the third floor bedroom 
window that did not have a screen and the window frame was broken. The glass of the 
window was not broken; the frame of the window was broken. While visiting with her 
cousins, the window was open as it was hot in the bedroom. The children heard their 
father come into the home and ran down the steps. [REDACTED] stayed in the bedroom 
and leaned out of the window, resulting in the fall. Mother heard [REDACTED] 
screaming and she ran outside and saw her on the ground and she immediately called 911. 

Throughout the investigation, mother was attentive and appropriate in meeting the needs of 
her child. She stayed by [REDACTED] bedside throughout her hospitalization. Mother and 
daughter have an appropriate bond to each other. The mother and father have significant 
extended family supports to assist them with the care and parenting of [REDACTED].
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Current Case Status: 

• [REDACTED] has made a significant recovery medically and developmentally. 
[REDACTED] was interviewed at the [REDACTED] by the county worker. The 
county worker reported [REDACTED] was verbal, alert and walking on her own 
without assistance. Mother reported that she has not seen any developmental 
changes in [REDACTED] after the fall. There is concern with [REDACTED] right 
eye, that had significant bruising and she keeps the eye closed most of the time. 
There have been ongoing follow-up appointments with [REDACTED].

• No criminal charges were filed; police determined the incident was an accident.
[REDACTED] Mother was traumatized by the incident; she was referred for 
[REDACTED].

• The medical professional, police and the [REDACTED] investigation determined 
that the incident was accidental. The medical staff, Dr. [REDACTED] reported 
that [REDACTED] injuries are consistent with a fall. There were no other 
injuries found and no evidence of physical abuse.

• [REDACTED] will have [REDACTED] in June 2012 to replace [REDACTED] 
due to skull injury. This will be a [REDACTED] was referred to [REDACTED] 
services upon her discharge from the [REDACTED].

• Upon [REDACTED] went to reside in the home of maternal aunt, [REDACTED], 
located at [REDACTED] Philadelphia, PA.

• Philadelphia Department of Human Services, (DHS) closed the case on February 8,
2012 

County Strengths and Deficiencies and Recommendations for Change as Identified by 
the County's Child Near Fatality Report: 

Philadelphia County did not convene a review team in accordance with Act 33 of 2008 
related to this report because the CPS investigation was determined unfounded within 30 
days of the oral report. 

Department of Public Welfare Findings: 

County Strengths: 

• The county CPS investigation was comprehensive. All of the case related family 
members were interviewed regarding the incident. The cousins of [REDACTED] 
were interviewed using child related techniques. 

• The county social worker used empathy when engaging with the fan:iily; 
especially with [REDACTED] the mother of [REDACTED].

• The county obtained and reviewed the medical reports from St. Christopher's 
Hospital and the [REDACTED].
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• The county interviewed the day care facility where [REDACTED] attended; there 
were no concerns regarding [REDACTED] care of development.

County Weaknesses: 

None identified 

Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance: 

None identified 

Department of Public Welfare Recommendations: 

The Department has recognized that there have been several incidents of children falling out of 
windows. The incidents have resulted in significant pain, injury and impairment of children 
under the age of 5. The properties where these incidents have occurred were determined to be 
in a compromised physical condition. As previously recommended, 
landlords should be held accountable for incidents when their properties are not fit for human 
habitation with the result of children being severely or permanently injured and impaired. The 
near fatality of [REDACTED] occurred in a [REDACTED]. The property had a broken 
window frame with no screen in the third floor bedroom. This is an extreme safety issue, 
expecially for young children. DPW should facilitate collaboration with the [REDACTED] and 
Philadelphia Licensing and Inspection to ensure safety of the physical structures that provide 
housing for vulnerable citizens. 




