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Reason for Review: 

Senate Bill 1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill 
became effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of2008. As prui of Act 
33 of 2008, DPW must conduct a review ru1d provide a written repmi of all cases of 
suspected child abuse that result in a child fatality or near fatality. Tllis written repmi 
must be completed as soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the 
report was registered with ChildLine for investigation. 

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review 
when a report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when · 
a status determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral 
report to ChlldLine. Montgomery County has convened a review team in accordance with 
Act 33 of 2008 related to this report. 

Family Constellation: 

Relationship: Date of Birth: 
Victim Cllild 11114/09 
Father 9 
Mother 1 

Household members of victim child. 
Grandmother 
Aunt 
Uncle 

-Aunt 

Notification of Child Fatality: 

On 1/29/10, Montgomery County Children ru1d Youth received a call from
conceming the death of child, Aniyah Brown. The victim child Aniyah Brown 
and mother were residing in the home of the Maternal Grandmother, 

According to the report, the cllild's father, was caring 
for the chlld while the child's mother was in school. All other members of the household 
were not at home at the time of the incident. The family had no coricems of the father 
taking care of the child prior to the incident. The father went to the child's bedroom to 
check on her. He noticed blood coming from her nose. He called the runbulance and 
child was taken to Hospital ER. The cllild was transferred to CHOP. Child 
had and The child was kept on life 
suppmi because of little or no brain activity. The Father was interviewed by the 
Plymouth Township Police, but had not given an explanation of how the incident 
OCCUlTed. 



Summary of DPW Child Fatality Review Activities: 

The Southeast Region Office of Children, Youth and Families pruiicipated in the 
Montgomery County Fatality Review Team meeting on February 25,2010. Due to the 
ongoing criminal investigation, neither the Law enforcement officials nor the 
Montgomery County District Attorney's Office participated in this review. ·The 
Southeast office reviewed the county investigation file. 

Summary of Services to Family: 
Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident: 

lVHmtgOJneJry COlmty Children and Youth were not involved with the family prior to this 
There are no other children in the home. 

Circumstances of Child (Near) Fatality and Related Case Activity: 

The county investigation revealed that the father was for the child at the 
grandparents' house. (MGM), 	 ), 
(mother's s1 · (mother's sibling), (mother's 

·sibling), and (Father) all lived in the same residence. The mother of 
Aniyah was in school at the time and- was the only caregiver at the time of the 
incident. No other family member was home. 

admitted to police that he went up to the child's room to check on her and 
said she wasn't · . He · her up and shook her, but she was just limp. That 
is when he called 911. was the only adult that was giving child care to the 
deceased child. The injuries to the child were consistent with severe shaking. The Father 
was charged with third degree voluntary manslaughter and endangering the welfare of a 
child. 
Child had and . There were no other 
injuries noted in the autopsy. Child was kept on life suppmi with little or no brain 
activity because the wanted to be an organ donor. Child was pronounced 
dead on.02/03/10 and on 02/05/10. 

Current Case Status: 

• 	 As of 11/10/10, had pleaded guilty to Murder in the Third Degree. 
Pre-sentencing Investigation (PSI) is currently being conducted, according to 
corui docrunents. 

Countv Strengths and Deficiencies and Recommendations for Change as Identified 
by the Countv's Child Fatality Report: 

Montgomery County convened a review team on Februru-y 25, 2010 in accordance with 
Act 33 of 2008 related to this report. 



Summary of DPW Child (Near) Fatality Review Activities: 

Reconunendations for Change at the Local Level: 

• 	 The fatality review team discussed that parenting education is often made 
available to teen mother, but not teen fathers if they are absent from prenatal 
appoii1tments. Increased Public service rumouncements (Depruiment of . 
Education, Department of Health, Ad Council) regarding parenting issues for teen 
fathers should be made available in locations where teen fathers are likely to 
:fi:equent. 

• 	 . Parenting education should be made available to teen fathers at the time of the 
child's bilih. 

• 	 Parenting education should be made available to all youth in high school 
• 	 Education on parenting issues to be made available to mothers to be passed on to 

· fathers. · · 

Department Review of County Internal Report: 

Montgomery County Children and Youth did a thorough - with the assistance 
of the Plymouth Township Police detectives and the Montgomery County District 
Attomey's Office. The father, has guilty to Murder in the third 
Degree in tllis case. The sentencing of case had not occurred as of the 
writing of this report. 

Department of Public Welfare Findings: 

The family was not previously lmown to Montgomery County Children and Youth. 
There were no prior reports of abuse or ne that had been reported. 
The Coui1ty agency conducted in conjunction with the Plymouth 
Township Police Detective. The biological father of the victim child was the only adult 
in the. home at the time of the incident. The father admitted to the police that when he 
checked on the baby, he thought the baby was not breathing and he picked the infant up 
and shook her. 

Department of Public Welfare Recommendations: 

The Depruiment has no recmmnendations to the county in changing their process for this 
case. The SERO is in agreement with the recommendations of the couhtythat have been 
presented at the Act 33 Review.· 




