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Views

Introduction

In relational database management systems, a view is

“…a logical table created through the specification of one or more relational operations on one or more tables. A view is equivalent to a divided relation in the relational model.”

Purpose

The purpose of this document is to define view, instruct when to use a view, and demonstrate how to name a view.
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Using Views

Use views primarily to ease the application design effort. A view is especially useful when you need to join specific tables frequently, or when you need to enforce business logic on a particular table. 

One example is a view that selects only active records – records that have not been logically deleted from a table in its result set. (You can design an application to be unaware that logical, not physical, deletes occur.)

Naming Views

Name views in a similar fashion to the way you name tables. Prefix the view with a “V” followed by the business description of the results set defined by the view (like tables, prefix all views in relational database management systems (RDMS) with VXXX, where XXX is a reference number assigned by the database administrator (DBA)). 

An example of a view name is V_MALE_INDIV. This view would contain only male individuals that based from a table of both male and female individuals.










