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Child Care Information Services agencies are a trusted source to families looking for child care/early learning programs. As part of the CCIS agencies’ mission to educate families about quality early learning options, they can include simple information on Keystone STARS and choosing a quality program on their websites, with a link to the Pennsylvania’s Promise for Children website (www.papromiseforchildren.com) for more information.  Some CCIS agencies may have a small area on their websites that highlights the Keystone STARS program while other agencies may have a page on their websites that is dedicated to promoting Keystone STARS and quality early learning programs in detail.  Below is recommended language to include for either of these options. 
Quick blurb for front page with STARS logo
As you search for quality child care, reach for Keystone STARS. Choosing the right child care for your family is a huge decision, but chances are you have to make this decision right away - and it has to be close and not cost too much. Keystone STARS helps you know what to expect when picking a program. Child care programs that participate in Keystone STARS meet standards for teacher quality, classroom and learning activities, working with you to support your child, and managing their program.  Programs can earn from one to four Stars –   the more Stars, the higher the quality. You know that they are meeting certain quality standards by their STAR rating – it can help narrow your search and get you to the right program faster.  Visit www.papromiseforchildren.com and select “Keystone STARS” for more information. 
Web page dedicated to choosing quality programs and Keystone STARS
A quality early learning program - in child care, Head Start, or preschool - will help prepare your child for success in school and in life.
Here are things to look for when choosing your child’s early learning program: 
· Is this person or program a safe place for children? Does it meet the necessary regulations? Have there been any complaints against this program? Pennsylvania's Department of Public Welfare (DPW) regulates child care programs (family child care homes, group child care homes and child care centers) to make sure they meet minimum health and safety standards. Programs are required to post their certificate of registration or compliance, so if you don't see it, ask about it.
· Does the child care or Head Start program participate in Keystone STARS? Programs in Keystone STARS earn a STAR 1 up to a STAR 4 rating by meeting quality standards. Count the Stars - the more STARS, the higher the quality.
· Do teachers have training in early childhood education? Teachers in quality programs have education in child development, such as a Child Development Associate (CDA), Associate's or Bachelor's degree.
· Does the program provide activities appropriate for your child's age and development? Teachers should observe your child's skill level and provide activities that will help your child grow.
· Does the program keep families involved in their child's progress? Quality programs will talk with you about how your child is learning and suggest ways you can help your child learn at home.
· Are the children happy and involved? Learning should be fun!
Count the STARS. The higher the STAR level, the higher the quality.
For more information and to find a Keystone STARS program near you, visit Compass and www.papromiseforchildren.com







