
PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

PENNSYLVANIANS
THROUGH HOUSING

SUPPORTING

TOO MANY PENNSYLVANIANS IN INSTITUTIONS  
COULD LIVE IN THE COMMUNITY WITH ASSISTANCE

53,574 PEOPLE
live in a government-assisted nursing home,  
state hospital, or state center

NATIONAL AVG. COST OF CARE*

NURSING HOME: $62,750

COMMUNITY BASED: $31,341
(*PER PERSON, PER YEAR)

Transitioning  
500 individuals  
from nursing homes 
to independent  
living could save  
$15.7 MILLION  
per year

TOO MANY PENNSYLVANIANS EXPERIENCE  
HOMELESSNESS OR ARE AT RISK OF HOMELESSNESS

15,421
PENNSYLVANIANS EXPERIENCED 
HOMELESSNESS IN JANUARY 
2015 . AMONG THEM WERE: 

VETERANS FAMILIES

SCHOOL-AGED 
CHILDREN

IN PENNSYLVANIA: 4.65%

increase in number of people 
who  experience homelessness

NATIONALLY: 9.35% decline  
in number of people who  
experience homelessness 

HOMELESSNESS 
AND EDUCATION

71%

AVG. TEST SCORE 
OF CHILDREN  
WITH HOMES

45%

AVG. TEST SCORE 
OF CHILDREN 
WITHOUT HOMES

TOO MANY PENNSYLVANIANS WHO HAVE  
EXTREMELY LOW INCOMES ARE RENT-BURDENED

HOUSING IS ‘AFFORDABLE’ 
IF IT TAKES UP  

OF A HOUSEHOLD’S INCOME

46.6% 
OF PENNSYLVANIANS

PAY MORE THAN THAT  
ON RENT AND UTILITIES

HOUSEHOLDS WITH 
EXTREMELY LOW  
INCOMES MAKE

LESS THAN

$21,106
PER YEAR

MAXIMUM RENT 
THEY CAN AFFORD:

PER MONTH
$528

PER MONTH

AVERAGE FAIR  
MARKET RENT  
IN PENNSYLVANIA:

ONE-BEDROOM

$739

HOURLY MINIMUM 
WAGE IN PA:

$7.25
HOURLY EARNINGS 
NEEDED TO AFFORD 
FAIR MARKET RENT:

$14.21

Data from Supporting Pennsylvanians Through Housing, Pennsylvania Department 
of Human Services’ five-year housing strategy. May 2016. 

NO MORE  
  THAN 30% 




