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Reason for Review:

Pursuant to the Child Protective Services Law, the Department, through OCYF, must
conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse
that result in a fatality or near fatality. This written report must be completed as
soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the report was
registered with ChlIdLine for investigation. '

The Chiid Protective Services Law also requires that county children and youth
agencies convene a review when a report of child abuse involving a fatality or near
fatality is substantiated or when a status determination has not been made
regarding the report within 30 days of the report to ChildLine.

~Montgomery County has not convened a review team in accordance with the Child'

Protective Services Law related to this report. The county determined the Child
Protective Services investigation to be h within 30 days of initial report to

_ChildLine.

'~ Family Constellation:
First and Last Name: _ Relationship: : Date of Birth:

Zuberi Swittenburg Victim Child 06/20/2015

Sibling 2010 .
Sibling 2001
Sibling 2002
Mother 1982
Father 1986
Maternal Grandmother  Unknown
Father of Sibling - Unknown

*Denotes an |nd|v1dual that is not a househoid member or did not live in the home
at the time of the incident, but is relevant to the report.

Summary of OCYF Child Fatality Review Activities: .

The Southeast Regional Office of Children, Youth and Families (SERQ) obtained and
reviewed all current and historical investigation case notes conducted by

- Montgomery Coltinty Office of Children and Youth. Follow up interviews were
conducted with the County’s Administrator. SERO reviewed the medical reports.

from St. Christoihers Hospital for Children, the structured case notes and the N

investigations.

Children and Youth Involvement gArior to In‘cident:

. At the time of this report the famiiy d|d not have an open case with Montgomery
County. : .




On April 03, 2014, Philadelphia Department of Human Services received a report of
the fatality of is the biological daughter ofﬁ
was living with her maternal grandmother at the time of the

incident as well as the biological mother. The maternal grandmother found
in the crib non-responsive. Emergency Medical Services tried to revive the child at

the home. was pronounced dead at the home. The cause of death was
determined to be ingestion naming | KGN
as alleged perpetrators. Mr. also has a five year old son. The son was
removed from the home in response to the fatality. According to Mr. -
against

On April 24, 2015, Montgomery County Children and Youth received a ||}
report regardin The alleged perpetrator was
identified as reported to his school that his father

gave him a “cigarette muffin” this morning. The investigation determined that
father was not in the home at the time of the alleged incident. Mother reported that
the child likes cinnamon muffins.

A safety assessment -
was administered and determined that there were no safety threats. There were no

services planned or provided. Mother was pregnant with Zuberi at this time, The
I <o vos |

On August 06, 2015, Montgomery County Children and Youth received a ||l
report regardin The alleged perpetrator was
identified as to the child's mother. The child

reported that has been abusing him by hitting him in the head
and burnini; him with cigarettes. The ﬂ report was

On September 29, 2015, Montgomery County Children and Youth received a Il
report regardin The alleged perpetrator was
On 09/27/2015

identified as

was babysitting (siblings to
Zuberi) while mother was at the hospital with Zuberi (regarding Zuberi’s fatality).
The children were brought to the hospital to visit so that they could see Zuberi one
last time. When the children afrived, mother noticed that h had a deep
- scratch under his left nostril and a bloody deep scratch on his left cheek.

reported to mother that ﬁ hit him with a back hand then
punched him in the face. The child sustained a black eye and an open cut that
needed stitches. received a forensic interview at Mission
Kids regarding this incident and the death of their brother, Zuberi. reported
during the interview that told to come
over to her and she hit him in the face.. demonstrated

slapping, back handing and stated that when
& punched

fell backwards and the back of
his head slammed into the refrigerator.

stated that | cheek was




bleeding. When |l was questioned about Zuberi, he replied that he was at
school so he does not know what really happened. stated that he was told
what happened by and he heard talking on the phone

telling someone.
disclosed through demonstrating during the interview that his
slapped, back handed and Eunched him. He also

reported that he fell back into the refrigerator. was also questioned -
about his brother, Zuberi. He reported he was at school doing math but was told by

his mother what happened. The report wm
‘against the for the physical abuse against

Circumstances of Child Fatality and Related Case Activity:

On September 25, 2015 Montgomery County Children and Youth received a report
regarding 2 month old Zuberi Swittenburg. The child was found unresponsive in the
‘home by mother. The child was transported via ambulance to Mercy Suburban
Hospital and then transferred to St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children. The mother
arrived with the ambulance. Mother reported that she was sleeping with the baby
and then she got up to go to the bathroom. She reported that the baby was awake.
and crying when she went to the bathroom. When she returned from the bathroom,
she found the baby not breathing with blood coming from his nose. Mother called
911 and she was given instructions to perform Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation
(CPR). The mother did administer CPR. When the paramedics arrived, the child was
non responsive with no pulse, CPR and medications were continued. During the
transport to the hospital, paramedics continued to resuscitate and child was
ﬁ The child did regain a pulse but he could not breathe on his own. While

at St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children, it was determined that child was in critical
condition and that the child would probably not survive. A CAT scan was completed
and determined Zuberi

The report was

" registered as a near fatality
Mother presented at the hospital as

catatonic and extremely calm. However, when mother got to the cab to go to St.
Christopher’s Hospital she passed out. : oo

The family went to live

A safety plan was put in place for
with “ the aunt of She was responsible for 24

hours supervision with parents and the children.
The || investigation was determined [

The medical examiner ruled on the child’s death and determined the death was a
result of accidental suffocation, The safety plan was
" removed and the children, were determined to be safe. At
- “this time whereabouts were unknown as nobody in the
family had seen or heard from her. The F Police Department had been
searchini for the to arrest her for the ini'uries re.iarding

The police department was preparing to arrest

4




I o charges of Endangering the Welfare of a Child and Simple Assault.

The family was opened for services through agency to provide
parenting education as well as

— The emergency response team reported

that when they arrived at the home, they observed Zuberi to have blood and foam
coming from his mouth and nose. When Emergency Medical Services arrived, the
child was on blankets and a soft pillow on the bed. Dr. stated that if a
baby were to roll onto his stomach against or on top of a soft pillow that would
certainly suffocate the child. Dr. ﬁ

suffocating. All of the toxicology screens were negative

~ The investigation determined that [ NG < the only

people in the home at the time of the incident. Both of the child’s siblings were

interviewed regarding the fatality and both reported that they were in school at that
time. are estranged as h reported that
was saying inappropriate things to the family including the |

children. The inappropriate things were telling the children not to talk about the
death of the child and she also used foul language when speaking to the children.

. There is a history of domestic violence between mother and father with one police
report resultant. Mother reported that the day of the incident, it was a normal day.
She reported that the child was on the bed (mother’s bed) on his back and she
went to the bathroom for five minutes. Mother stated that when she returned, he
‘was face down with mucous and blood coming from his nostrils. Mother stated that
- he was floppy and not breathing. The mother called 911 and was instructed to do
CPR, which she did. The child was transported to Mercy Suburban Hospital before
being transported to St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children. Mother did not have a
crib for the child. The mother did have a play pen for the child but reported that it
is too low for the child to sleep in.

On September 28, 2015, Zuberi —vwas removed from

life support and pronounced dead. The child’s funeral services were held on October
10, 2015. It was documented in the case notes that mother was grieving _
appropriately and supported by and his family. It was stated
that mother did not seem to have a lot of family supports on her side; There were
approximately 30 people in attendance at the funeral. It was stated that mother
was appreciative of the support from Montgomery County Children and Youth.

stated that that would be consistent with




Summary of County Strengths, Deficiencies and Recommendations for
Change as Identified by the County’s Child Fatality Report:

The county did not have an ACT 33 as the investigation was determined || G
‘within 30 days. There is no county child fatality report.

Strengths in comohance with statutes, requlatlons and services to chlldren and
families:

Deﬂcnencnes in compliance Wlth statutes regulations and services to children and
families:

Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on reducing the
likelihood of future child fatalities and near fatalities directly related to abuse:

~ Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on monitoring and
inspection of county agencies:

Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on collaboration of
community agencies and service providers to prevent child abuse:

Department Review of County Internal Report:

-There was not a county internal report to review.

Department of Human Services Findings:

County Strenqths:

The county collaborated with the Mercy Suburban and St. 'Christopher’s
Hospital for Children and collected all necessary medical reports.

The county caseworker was empathic towards the family with the fatality of

Zuberi,

The county focused on family stability and family -
income and financial concerns. The county maintained consistent telephone
contact and home visits.

County Weaknesses:
There are no weaknesses identified.

Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance by the County Agency:

- There are no regulatory areas of non-compliance.

Department of Human Services Recommendations:




The Department recommends public service announcements regarding
co-sleeping and leaving infants unattended on inappropriate surfaces.






