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Background: 
• The federal Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

(CMS) requires states to submit waiver amendments 
when making changes to approved waivers. 

• CMS requires that all substantive changes to waivers be 
put out for public comment. 

• CMS also requires that the Transition Plan for each 
waiver that is required on allowable home and 
community-based settings similarly be put out for public 
comment when waivers are amended. 
 

 
 



Future LTSS System 

 Medicaid – Concurrent 1915 (b) and 1915 (c) Waivers 

• 1915 (b) waiver allows for the use of mandatory managed care.  
Eligible individuals must receive their services through MCOs. 

• 1915 (c) waiver allows the provision of home and community-
based services to people who would otherwise need institutional 
care. Waiver participants in the CHC regions may only receive 
services through the CHC-MCO.  

 Medicare – Section 1859  

• Utilize D-SNP contracts to link Medicare services to Medicaid 
MLTSS programs. 
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Populations Served: 
• Populations who will be served in the 1915(b) Waiver 

are: 
– Adults age 21 or older who require Medicaid LTSS (whether in 

the community or in private or county nursing facilities) because 
they need the level of care provided by a nursing facility. 

– Dual eligibles age 21 or older whether or not they need or 
receive LTSS. 

• Populations served in the 1915(c) Waiver are: 
– Adults age 21 or older and reside in a managed care county 
– Individuals with physically disabling conditions that are expected 

to last indefinitely, including individuals with acquired brain 
injuries, and who require a Nursing Facility level of care.  
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• The CommCare Waiver has been selected as the 
vehicle for the CHC 1915(c).  CommCare, which is the 
waiver for Individuals with Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), 
was chosen for the following reasons: 
– It is the smallest OLTL waiver, with the fewest people to 

transition. 
– The Nursing Facility level-of-care eligibility criteria aligns with 

CHC and other OLTL waivers, easing transition (immediate 
reassessments not necessary). 

– Similar to the Independence Waiver, which can serve as the 
transitional waiver for current COMMCARE participants. 

– Expiration date allows for a longer transition period than other 
existing waivers.   
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Substantives Changes Being Proposed: 
• Moving to a mandatory managed care system. 
• Waiver participants will not lose services - many will 

have opportunities to receive additional services now 
limited to specific waivers. 

• There will be five additional employment services and 
pest eradication. 
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Timelines:  
• CHC waiver application is expected to be submitted on 

June 30, 2016 to CMS to begin the approval process. 
• There is an anticipated effective date of January 1, 

2017.   
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• On April 23, 2016 a public notice was issued in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin announcing the proposed CHC 
1915(b) waiver and the proposed CHC 1915(c) waiver 
amendment. 

• A website was listed where the following information 
could be found: 
– Each section and appendix of the draft waiver application 
– A Comment Form 

• The notice also informed readers that documents could 
be requested in alternate format or in hard copy. 
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• An e-mail was also sent to all OLTL ListServs 
• A notice was also distributed to community advocates 

through the Policy Information Exchange network 
 

• Comments can be submitted until close of business on 
May 23, 2016 at either 
– P. O. Box 8025, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8025, or 
– RA-waiverstandard@pa.gov.  

 
• Information relating to these amendments can be found 

at 
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/communityhealthchoices/
waiverapplication/index.htm#.VzENa632bSc 
 

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/communityhealthchoices/waiverapplication/index.htm.VzENa632bSc
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/communityhealthchoices/waiverapplication/index.htm.VzENa632bSc
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• Comments or Recommendations 
for the CHC Waiver 
– Please submit questions to RA-waiverstandard@pa.gov 
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