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150,000 Additional Pennsylvanians Enrolled in Governor Wolf's
Medicaid Expansion Plan

Harrisburg, PA — The Department of Human Services (DHS) today announced 150,000 new
Pennsylvanians have enrolled in HealthChoices, since Governor Tom Wolf's Medicaid
expansion plan launched on April 27, 2015. HealthChoices provides health care coverage to
more Pennsylvanians than ever before, including many who previously didn’t qualify for
traditional Medicaid plans.

“It is a priority of my administration to provide greater access to health care for Pennsylvanians,”
Governor Wolf said. “Not only will the safety and security afforded by access to affordable
health care make it easier for Pennsylvanians participate in our economy, but it will also drive
down costs for providing health care, particularly visits to the emergency room which is the most
expensive form of care. Additionally, Medicaid expansion will provide a boost to the
commonwealth’s economy.”

As a result of Pennsylvania’s decision to expand Medicaid, more hard working individuals now
have access to preventive care, primary care doctors, prescriptions and behavioral health parity.
In addition to individuals who qualified previously, Pennsylvanians ages 19 to 64 with incomes
up to 138 percent of the Federal Poverty Level may be eligible for coverage under Medicaid
expansion.

“When Governor Wolf began the Medicaid expansion on April 27", there were approximately
289,000 Pennsylvanians who had been enrolled in expanded Medicaid under the previous
plan. Adding the 150,000 that we are announcing today takes us a total of approximately
439,000 Pennsylvanians,” said DHS Secretary Ted Dallas. “The results are that more people in
the commonwealth have access to critical health care services including preventative care than
ever before.”

Medicaid expansion also allowed the state to access millions in federal funds for health care. In
fiscal year 2015-16, those federal funds saved the state approximately $626 million in state
funds. Based on current enrollment trends, state savings are projected to grow to $645 million in
state fiscal year 2016-17.

In addition to expanding the pool of individuals eligible, HealthChoices streamlined Medicaid in
Pennsylvania, allowing consumers to receive health care faster and more efficiently. In the
previous plan, formerly known as Healthy PA, individuals could be enrolled in one of three
separate plan components. The complexity of this approach led to many individuals not



receiving the appropriate coverage and others inappropriately denied care. By streamlining this
process, the Medicaid expansion has made enrollment easier for consumers.

For more information or to apply for coverage, visit www.HealthChoicesPA.com
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