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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 27, 2015 

Pennsylvania Transitions Final 79,272 Individuals into Expanded Medicaid Program

Harrisburg, PA – Governor Tom Wolf today announced the successful transition of the remaining 79,272 individuals from the previous Healthy PA plan to HealthChoices, Pennsylvania’s expanded traditional Medicaid program. The comprehensive Medicaid program provides greater health care coverage in a simpler and streamlined method to Pennsylvanians who are most in need.  

“Today marks the completion of the transition to a full Medicaid expansion and greater access to quality health care for over 440,000 Pennsylvanians to date,” said Governor Tom Wolf.  “The seamless transition to HealthChoices means that more Pennsylvanians than ever before can see a doctor when they are sick and receive preventive health care.  Ultimately that translates to the opportunity for more Pennsylvanians to live healthier lives.”

In addition to existing clients who have transitioned, all future applications will now go through the new, simplified Medicaid system known as HealthChoices. Last week, the Wolf Administration announced that 150,000 newly eligible Pennsylvanians have enrolled in the Governor’s Medicaid expansion plan that launched on April 27, 2015.

The HealthChoices expansion moves Pennsylvania to a single, streamlined, and comprehensive adult benefit package that provides individuals enhanced coverage for both physical and behavioral health. The individuals previously enrolled in the Healthy PA Private Coverage Option (PCO) have been moved to HealthChoices’ adult benefit package. 

The Department of Human Services (DHS) completed its data systems updates that enabled the transition to HealthChoices this weekend. The 79,272 individuals will receive notices of the transition over the next several days. Their new coverage in the Medicaid HealthChoices plan will start by September 1.

“We’re excited about the transition of the remaining group of individuals to HealthChoices, as well as for the positive impact on the lives hundreds of thousands of Pennsylvanians and their families,” said DHS Secretary Ted Dallas.  “I would like to thank the many individuals here at DHS for their dedication to making this transition successful.” 

Visit www.HealthChoicesPA.com to see a copy of the notices and a draft of the new Adult benefit package.

MEDIA CONTACTS:     
      
Jeff Sheridan, Governor’s Office, 717-772-9042
Kait Gillis, DHS, 717-425-7606
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