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Reason for Review: 

Senate Bill 1147, Printer's N1m1ber 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill became 
effective on December 30, 2008 and is known-as Act 33 of 2008. As part of Act 33 of 2008, 
DPW must conduct a review a11d provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse 
that result in a child fatality or near fatality. This written report must be completed as soon as 
possible but no later than six months after the date the report was registered with ChildLine for 
investigation.. 

. Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a · 
report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status 
determination has no~ been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to 
ChildLine. Cambria County convened a review team in accordance with Act -33 of 2008 related 
to this report on 05/20/2014. 

Family Constellation: 

Name: 	 Relationship: Date of Birth: . 

Victim Child 01/04/2014 

Mother 
 1997 
Father 1977 
Sibling 2009 
Sibling 012 
Maternal Aunt 
Father of ­

*Note: Not a member of the household. 
Notification of Child (Near) Fatality: 

On 04/26/2014, Cambria County Childrenand Youth Services (CYS) received notification of the 
near fatality of , six (6) months of age at the time of incident. The agency 
was notified by that upon examination the victim child 

The child was certified to be in critical condition had a . 

Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC on the same date. 
injury to have.caused the victim child's injuries. 

. It was decided to life flight him to Children's 
suspected nori-acciden~al 

. 

· The Depaiiment of Human Services (DHS), Office of Children, Youth and Families 
(DPW/OCYF) Central Region Office was notified by Cambria County CYS of the near fatality 
oh the same date, 04/26/2014. 

Summary of DHS Child (Near) Fatality Review Activities: 

The DHS's Central Region Office of Children, Youth ai1d Families (OCYF) obtained and 
reviewed current an.cl p.ast case records pertai~g to the - fainily. Engagement and 
follow up commumcat10ns were conducted· with Caseworkers -' Casework 
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Supervisor , and Director -· An OCYF Central Regional Office 
Program Representative participated in the near fatality review meeting on 05/20/2014. The 
Department 1;eviewed Cambria County CYS' Child Protective Services (CPS) procedures, case 
notes, steps taken to ensure safety of other children, the agency's minutes from the Near Fatality 
Review Team Meeting, and medical records. 

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident: 

On 12/31/2011, Cambria County CYS Services received a report that the 
Department was called to a home due to domestic violence where the mother, 
the aggressor against her paramour. - was arrested and incarcerated at the 

Prison. It was decided that the mother's paramour was too intoxicated to ·care for the 
and placed her in a foster home 

On 01/03/2012, the case was closed when the child's father, 
and the child's Maternal Aunt, - assumed care of the child. with the 

consent of the child's mother. Records cio not indicate additional services for the family. 

On 07/06/2012, the mother reported that her daughter, was returned to her by the Maternal Aunt, 
-·The mother repmied that the aunt is Muslim and she was participating in a period of 
fasting and that since the child is not Muslim, the aunt returned the child back tO mother on 
06/30/2012 so she would not have to participate in the fasting. was info1ming the 
agency ..was instructed to do by her previous agency caseworker. stated that she 
"wrote a paper "and gave it to the agency that gave the father custody but when the father and 
aunt returned to Philadelphia, the aunt was the individual taking care of the child from the 
beginning of January 2012 until 06/30/2012. The mother reported that she had obtained a new 
apartment and she had everything except a stove. She also. reported that she bought two toasters 
and a crock pot which she utilized along with a microwave for cooking. She stated that the child 
does have her own bed, but the furnishings for the apartment are currently locked in storage and 
she was searching for friends with pickup trucks that could assist in transporting the items to the 
apartment. The mother was pregnant at this time with the baby due during the latter part of 
December 2012. No services were initiated for the family. 

On 12/17/2012, Cambria County CYS received a report that the mother gave birth to child, 

. A caseworker verified that the family 
had everything needed to meet the children's needs. During the intake assessment, the newborn's 
parents, appeared capable of caring for the children and the 
family was not opened for ongoing services. The family declined services offered by the agency. 

On 04/26/2013, a report was received by Cambria County CYS alleging the parents of the 
youngest child, were utilizing harsh discipline with the 
children and poor housing conditions. The family conected the issue that restored electricity to 
the home and the mother was advised not to utilize physical discipline with the children. No 
services were initiated for the family. 
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did not appear to be in any healing stage. 

was· 
On 01/14/2014, a report was received by Cambria County CYS alleging the 

marijuana throughout her most . When the child, 

born, both the infant and and during the intake assessment, there was 

no evidence of child abuse or neglect and services were not initiated for.the family. 


Circumstances of Child Near Fatality and Related Case Activity: 

The victim child's mother reported that the victim child was having unusual body positions and 
that he was not crying like usual or breathing well. The mother called emergency medical 
services and she accompanied the chlld to the Conemaugh Memorial Medical Center via 
ambulance. During the examination of the victim child, was noticed on the 
right side of the child's scalp. that the child would demonstrate 
unusual posturing on an average every minute. This consisted of arching his back and stiffening 
legs, with his left arm behind· his back. The victim child would then relax to a normal body 
position. The child underwent 

A subsequent 
physician noted 

Conemaugh Memorial Medic<;t.l Center certified the child to be in critical condition and the . 
child"s prognosis for survival was poor. The physician suspected non-accidental injury to have 
caused the child's injuries. The decision was made to life flight the child to Children's Hospital 
of Pittsburgh ofUPMC. · 

Upon further examination at Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC, the victim child's 
injuries included 

No other fractures were seen throughout the 
skeleton. 

The exact circumstances of the near fatality of the child's previous inj'uries have yet to be 
determined. When the mother was informed of the child's injuries and· condition, she stated and 
repeated that "I know his father did something to him." The mother reported that she and the 
father of the victim child, were in an argument around 10:00 PM and she 
subsequently left the home for about an hour to buy cigarettes. When she returned to the home 
at approximately 11:00 PM, she showered and then noticed that the child was having breathing 
difficulties and noticed the abnormal posturing which was the .catalyst for her calling emergency 
medical services. · · 

To ensure the safety of the mother's other two children, they were placed in the home of the 
oldest child's maternal aunt, , in-' PA and as part of safety plan, the 
alleged perpetrator, , was not to have contact with the children. On 

with the 
05/09/2014, the victim child's oldest sister participated in a forensic interview with ­

Police Department. During the interview, she disclosed that 
shook three times the morning of the near fatality. Detective 
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with the Police Department is in receipt of a video of the child's interview and 
she continues to investigate this case. At the time· of this report, criminal charges have not been 
filed against the biological father of the victim child or any other caretaker of child. 

While the victim child was in the hospital, representatives of Cambria County CYS consistently 
engaged with Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC, in 
relation to the progress of the victim child. Case notes stated that the victim child showed 
possible signs of recovery, but that he is too young to have a definitive prognosis. During his 
stay at the hospital, he made some progress , but. it was stated that he will never 

due to his injuries. Hospital staff continued to work with the victim child's 
mother on the proper way to feed the child and they taught her how to 

It was noted that the mother was "doing everything she needed to do". As 
he progressed, 
- On 05/23/2014, the victim child was 
his mother. 

· - On 06/06/2014, the mother's other two children returned from , PA and 
family returned to their home on 06/18/2014. The victim child's father moved from the home 
and he is staying with friends and relatives due to the safety plan not allowing contact with the 
children. Documentation indicates that Cambria County CYS has continued to assist the victim 
child's father in finding housing. Follow up care for the victim child included a 

Social 
work services were also implemented for the mother and her children. On 06/20/2014, Cambria 
Courtty CYS submitted a case status as pending j I court action. 

On 06/25/2014, the victim child was again 
due to an infection 
and due to E Coli. 

He remained in the care of the hospital until 
to the care of his mother. Documentation 

indicates that the child is receiving the proper care from his mother and that support services are 
in place to assist him. 

Current Case Status: 

On 05/21/2014, Cambria County CYS opened the family for services. 
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has supervised visits with the victim child every two weeks. 
The visits occur at the Cambria County CYS' office. Cambria County CYS continues to monitor 
the care the victim child is receiving and it is noted that the mother is currently meeting· the 
child's needs. 

As stated previously, the exact circumstances of the near fatality .or of the child's previous 
injuries have yet to be determined. Police Department, Detective • 

· -, continues to investigate the near fatality and have been consistently communicating the· 
Cambria County's District Attorney's Office. At the time of this report, criminal charges have 
not been filed against the biological father or any caretaker of child, , 

County Strengths and Deficiencies and Recommendations for Change as Identified by the 
County's Child (Near) Fatality Report: 	 · 

Strengths: · . . 	 . 
• 	 The agency expediently implemented safety plans to ensure safety of the victim child and 

the biofogical mother's other two children. 

Deficiencies: 
• 	 No deficiencies were identified. 

Recommendations for Change at the Local Level: · 
• 	 No recommendations were identified. 

Recommendations for Change at the State Level: 
• 	 No recommendations 

Department Review ofCounty Internal Report: 

The report from Cambria County CYS was received by the OCYF Central Regional Office on 
07/23/2014. The report details the topics that were discussed during the Near. Fatality Review 
meeting held on 05/20/2014. Cambria County CYS conducted the investigation and ensured that 
the Cambria County Assistant District Attorney, 	 and Detective 
with the Police Department were apprised for their progress and case status. 
There were no deficiencies identified.· 

Department of Public Welfare Findings: 

County Strengths: 
• 	 Can1bria County CYS was expedient in informing OCFY Central Region Office of the 

near fatality of 
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The agency was diligent in ensuring that the victim child received and continues to 

• 	 The agency continues to utilize an effective com1mmity Multidisciplinary Team (MDT);· 
members of which represent a wide array of c01mntmity services, medical and law 
enforcement. The MDT team was supportive of the agency's response and actions to the 

.. report on 
• 	 The documentation from the MDT I Near Fatality meeting was detailed. 

• 	 Collaboration was evident between ·the agency, medical practitioners and hospital 
personnel. 

• 

receive follow up medical care after his 


• 	 The agency developed a family service plan specific to the identified needs of the child 
and family. 

• 	 The agency continued to monitor the established safety plan when concerns were noted . 
that the alleged perpetrator was visiting the home where the victim. child resides. 

County Weaknesses: 
• 	 No deficiencies were identified. 

Statutory and Regulatory Areas ofNon-:Compliance: 
• 	 At the time of this report, the OCYF Central Region Office has not.identified areas on 

non-compliance. 

Department of Public Welfare Recommendations: 

The Regional Office completed interviews and obtained records as required. Cambria County 
CYS provided appropriate services to the family during the investigation and ensured the safety 
of other children relevant to the case. The case is currently active with Cambria County CYS. 
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