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Reason for Review. 

Senate Bill 1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill became 
effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008. As part of Act 33 of 2008, DPW 
must conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse that result 
in a child fatality or near fatality. This  written report must be completed as soon as possible but no 
later than six months after the date the report was registered with ChildLine for investigation. 

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a 
report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status 
determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to 
ChildLine. Delaware County has convened a review team in accordance with Act 33  of  2008 
related to this report on June 6, 2012. 

Family Constellation: 
Name: Relationship: Date of Birth: 
Ja'den Jones Victim Child 06/15/2011 
[REDACTED] Mother 1973
[REDACTED] Half Sibling 1994
[REDACTED] Second Maternal Cousin Adult Female 
[REDACTED] Maternal Cousin 1990 
[REDACTED] Mother's Paramour Adult Male 

[REDACTED] is said to be a family friend ([REDACTED] had been called 
an uncle, but that relationship has not been confirmed), [REDACTED] was in the home at the 
request of Ms. [REDACTED] supervising the children during the time others left the home the 
night of the incident. He is not a resident of the home. 

Notification of Fatality: 

On May 7, 2012 Delaware County Children and Youth was notified of a child fatality as 
a result of [REDACTED] concerning the November 10, 2011 death of Ja'den Jones. The 
[REDACTED] at the time of the notification.  On May 7, 2012, a Report of  Death Investigation 
from City of Philadelphia, Office of the Medical Examiner; Department of Public Health was issued 
with the manner of Ja'den's death listed as a "Homicide - Beaten by another person." Ja'den's 
immediate cause of death is listed as "Inflicted Neurotrauma."

The specifics of the report presented to Delaware CYS stated that five-month-old Ja'den Jones was 
found by his mother unresponsive in his crib in the early morning of November 06, 2011. A 
household member called 911; upon arrival, the EMS determined that Ja'den  was in Respiratory 
and Cardiac Arrest. Ja'den was transported via ambulance to Delaware County Memorial 
Hospital (DCMH) where emergency services were provided. DCMH medical staff was in 
contact with Children's Hospital of  Philadelphia (CHOP) and after getting written consent from 



Ja'den's family and Ja'den was subsequently transported to CHOP. Upon arrival to CHOP, 
Ja'den was taken to the [REDACTED] Unit for further care.

According to records, on November 8, 2011 while at CHOP, Ja'den's [REDACTED]. On 
November 10,2011 Ja'den was pronounced dead and the Philadelphia Medical Examiner's 
Office took possession of the body. 

Documents Reviewed and Individuals Interviewed: 

The Southeast Region Office of Children Youth and Families obtained (from Delaware County 
Children and Youth) and reviewed the case record pertaining to the death of Ja'den Jones. The 
case record included interviews of household members conducted by the Upper Darby Township 
Police Department Detective Division on November 6, 2011 and May 2, 2012; interviews of 
household members and extended family conducted by Delaware County Children and Youth 
Social Worker during May 2012. 

Summary of Services to Family: 

Previous CY involvement: 

Family was not known to Children and Youth prior to this incident. 

Circumstances of Child's Fatality: 

According to the record, on the evening of Saturday, November 5, 2011, the mother of Ja'den Jones 
put him in his crib and went out to attend a party, leaving Ja'den in the care ofhis teenage sister, 
[REDACTED]. Per the Upper Darby Township Police Department Detective Division's reports 
dated November 6, 2011, the sister gave the following account of that night: "First my mom put my 
little brother to sleep at around 10:30 P.M.; he was in my mom's room and I checked on him about 
three times and he was sleeping and appeared fine. My mother left between 11:00 P.M. and 12:00 
A.M. to go to a fundraiser. Around 2:00 A.M., my cousing [REDACTED] came home. 
She went in the room and made sure the door was open and to check on him (Ja'den); she then 
came back in the room and went to sleep. I think my mother came home around 3:00 A.M. The 
mother began yelling and screaming that the baby wasn't breathing and to call 911." When the 
detective asked [REDACTED] who was home when the incident took place, [REDACTED] 
answered that she was home along with her uncle, [REDACTED], and her cousin, 

The cousin was interviewed and gave the following account of  that night: "I got home 
around 2:45 A.M. and when I got home, everyone was sleeping. My uncle was asleep on the 

couch, my cousin was in the bedroom and Ja'den was in the crib in my aunt's room. I went into my 
room and asked my cousin 'where is the baby?' she looked at me and didn't say anything so I went into 
my aunt's room to check on the baby. I went back to my room and went to sleep. My aunt came in the 
room a little while after and started screaming, "Why did we leave the baby in the room alone?" Then 
she dropped to the floor and started crying, saying the baby wasn't breathing. I then went in the room 
and saw him on the bed so I called 911." When the detective asked [REDACTED] if the baby was 
alright when she checked on him, [REDACTED] stated that she didn't go all 



the way up into the room to see him. [REDACTED] also stated that when she left the home at 
arotmd 10:30 P.M., the baby was fine in her aunt's arms. 

The uncle's account of that night as told to law enforcement: "I got a call from [REDACTED] 
([REDACTED], Ja'den's mother)  last night, she asked me to come over, we are like brother and 
sister and her mother is like a mom to me. [REDACTED] decided to go out around 12:00 A.M. and 
asked me to supervise the kids. I didn't think anything of  it because I'm always there and we are like 
family. After she left, I dozed off on the sofa and [REDACTED] went upstairs. The baby was 
already upstairs asleep at this time in the crib. [REDACTED] came in the house, said "Hi" and then 
went upstairs. [REDACTED] also came in and said, "Hi" and she also went upstairs. [REDACTED] then  
started  screaming that the baby was not breathing and to call 911. I ran upstairs initially, but then ran back 
downstairs to call 911. When I called 911, I called twice; they asked if anyone knew CPR, I didn't  
but[REDACTED]  tried to do CPR. The police came and they helped."

The mother stated: "I put Ja'den to be around 11:30 P.M. I left the house at 1:00 A.M. and went to 
Sharon Hill. I came home at 3:30 A.M. and went upstairs because it was time for Ja'den to eat again. I 
touched his hand and his arm and it stayed in the air. I picked him up and his lips were blue so I put 
him on the bed, started CPR and told [REDACTED] (Uncle [REDACTED]) to call 911."  When the 
police detectives asked who was home with Ja'den, [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED] 
and [REDACTED].

Current / most recent status of case: 

Upper Darby Police Department is continuing their investigation in an effort to identify the 
perpetrator in this case. The Philadelphia Medical Examiner ruled the death a homicide on May 7, 
2012. The District Attorney is expected to be present this case investigation before a Grand Jury. The 
county [REDACTED].

County Strengths and Deficiencies as identified by the County's Fatality Report: 

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a 
report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status 
determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to 
ChildLine. Delaware County has convened a review team in accordance with Act 33 of 2008 
related to tlus report on June 6, 2012. 

Strengths: 
The County Act 33 Review meeting held on June 6, 2012 was well coordinated by 
Delaware County Children and Youth; in attendance were the detective and ambulance 
attendant who responded to the 911 call to the [REDACTED] home on November 6, 2011. 
The Assistant District Attorney who was also in attendance, stated that a Grand Jury may be 
convened in this matter. 



Deficiencies:  
None noted 

Recommendations for Change at the Local Level:  
No recommendations identified  

Recommendations for Change at the State Level:  
No recommendations identified 

Department Review of County Internal Report: 

The Department is in receipt of the County's Internal Repmi. There were no recommendations 
made concerning this fatality. The county noted that prior to his death; Ja'den received routine 
medical care and was up to date medically. Ja'den had a well-child exam on October 18, 2011 
where the primary physician found him to be a well-child with normal growth development. 
There has been no perpetrator identified in this homicide; leaving the county with no scenario to 
analyze and make recommendations; the Department concurs with the county's internal report. 

Department of Public Welfare Findings: 

County Strengths: 
The County did an excellent job in gathering medical information, conducting interviews 
with involved parties and collaborating with law enforcement in this fatality review. 

County Weaknesses:  
None identified.  

Statutory and Regulatory Areas ofNon-Compliance:  
None identified.  

Department of Public Welfare Recommendations: 

Based on the circumstances of this case, there are no recommendations at this time. 




