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PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this bulletin is to advise Medical Assistance (MA) providers that the 
Department of Public Welfare (Department) is delaying, until further notice, copayments for 
services provided to children with disabilities, under the age of 18, who are eligible for MA 
under the Children with Special Needs category, identified as PH95.  With the issuance of this 
bulletin, MA bulletin 99-12-11, Alternative Cost Sharing for Families of Children with Disabilities 
with Incomes Over 200% of the Federal Poverty Income Guidelines (FPIG), is obsolete. 

SCOPE: 

This bulletin applies to all providers enrolled in the MA Program who render services to 
children with disabilities enrolled in the MA Fee-for-Service (FFS) delivery system, including 
ACCESS Plus.  Providers rendering services in the MA Managed Care delivery system should 
address any questions to the appropriate managed care organization (MCO). 

BACKGROUND: 

The Department of Public Welfare (Department) published a public notice in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin (September 29, 2012) announcing the implementation of copayments for 
services provided to children eligible for MA under the Children with Special Needs category, 
identified as PH95, with family income above 200% of the FPIG.  The copayments were to be 
effective for dates of service on and after October 1, 2012, for newly eligible beneficiaries and 
November 1, 2012, for current beneficiaries.  Additionally, on September 20, 2012, the 
Department issued MA bulletin 99-12-11, Alternative Cost Sharing for Families of Children with 
Disabilities with Incomes Over 200% of the Federal Poverty Income Guidelines.  

On October 5, 2012, based upon feedback from families, stakeholders and other 
interested parties, the Department announced that it would delay until further notice 
copayments for children eligible for MA under the PH95 category.   

 

 COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS BULLETIN SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO: 

 

The appropriate toll free number for your provider type 
 

Visit the Office of Medical Assistance Programs Web site at  
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/provider/healthcaremedicalassistance/index.htm 

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/provider/healthcaremedicalassistance/


 

DISCUSSION: 

-2- 

Many stakeholders have acknowledged the need for cost sharing in the MA for Children 
with Special Needs program and have indicated that a premium would be preferred over 
copayments.  The Department agrees, but has been unable to implement premiums because 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has taken the position that 
implementing premiums violates the Maintenance of Effort provisions of the Affordable Care 
Act.  Delaying the implementation of copayments will allow the Department the opportunity to 
work with stakeholders and to seek approval from CMS to apply premiums, or to identify and 
implement other cost-sharing alternatives.  Once a decision has been reached, providers will 
receive advance notice of the cost-sharing requirements. 

PROCEDURE: 

Families of children eligible for MA under the Children with Special Needs category, 
identified as PH95, will not owe a copayment for any services until further notice. 

The Department has determined that no copayments were deducted from claims 
submitted for PH95 eligible children for dates of service October 1, 2012, through October 5, 
2012; therefore, no claims will need to be reprocessed.  Any provider, who may have collected 
a copayment for services provided to a PH95 eligible child based on information displayed in 
the eligibility verification system (EVS), must return the copayment to the child’s family.  Any 
such copayments collected for services provided to a PH95 eligible child constitute a 
supplemental payment and is prohibited under MA regulations at 55 Pa.Code § 1101.63(a).  
This regulation may be viewed online at: 
http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/055/chapter1101/s1101.63.html  

In addition to this MA bulletin, the Department issued Quick Tip # 141 on October 5, 
2012.  The Department will also announce the delay by notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. 

http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/055/chapter1101/s1101.63.html

