
                           MENTAL HEALTH BULLETIN 
                                                                          COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA                      DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

               DATE OF ISSUE  EFFECTIVE DATE           NUMBER 

July 21, 1997 September 1, 1997 SMH-97-02 

SUBJECT BY 
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Incident Report, SI-815             Deputy Secretary for Mental Health 

SCOPE:   State Mental Health Facilities  

PURPOSE:   To adopt a revised report form for recording facts about each patient 
incident in state mental hospitals and the restoration center.  

BACKGROUND: The Deputy Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 
convened a statewide risk management committee to update departmental directions 
applicable to state mental hospitals and the restoration center in the management of patient 
incidents. As part of its accomplishments, the committee recommended a complete 
revamping of the department's incident report, S1-815, for recording information about each 
patient incident. The revised SI-815 was approved by the office of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services Executive Council for implementation. 

POLICY: In order to provide prompt, accurate, relevant, and uniform patient information 
necessary for responding to and evaluating each patient incident, as well as developing a 
comprehensive data base for the collection and retrieval of aggregated incident information, 
state mental health facilities are to use the attached SI-815 beginning September 1,1997. 

DISCUSSION:  With the assistance of the Department's Bureau of Information Systems, a 
new MAPPER program is under development for entry and retrieval of information recorded 
on the attached SI-815. It is expected the new incident management automated Information 
system will be operationalized in January 1998. A manual will be available to facilitate use of 
the new MAPPER program.   

 OBSOLETES: Mental Health Bulletin #99-84-10, Risk Management (effective date May 1, 1984) 
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