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PURPOSE:

The purpose of this Medical Assistance (MA) Bulletin is to notify optometrists that the 
Department of Public Welfare (Department) is adding procedure code 67820, “Correction of 
trichiasis; epilation, by forceps only”, to the Optometrist MA Program Outpatient Fee Schedule, 
effective with dates of service on and after December 1, 2008. 

SCOPE:

This MA Bulletin applies to optometrists enrolled in the MA Program who provide 
services to MA recipients in the Fee-for-Service delivery system, including ACCESS Plus.  
Optometrists who provide services to MA recipients in the managed care delivery system 
should address any procedure coding and billing questions to the appropriate managed care 
organization. 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 

The Department met with the Pennsylvania Optometric Association regarding its 
concerns that procedure code 67820 was not compensable to optometrists under the MA   
Program. 

The Department reviewed the optometrist’s scope of practice under the Pennsylvania 
State Board of Optometry and examined documentation provided by the Pennsylvania 
Optometric Association related to the provision of epilation services by an optometrist.  Based 
upon that review, the Department determined that correction of trichiasis; epilation, by forceps, 
is within an optometrist’s scope of practice and is an appropriate optometric service.  As a 
result, the Department is adding procedure code 67820 to the Optometrist MA Program Fee 
Schedule. 

 COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS BULLETIN SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO: 

The appropriate toll-free number for your provider type. 

Visit the Office of Medical Assistance Programs Web site at www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap 

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/
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PROCEDURE: 

Effective with dates of service on and after December 1, 2008, optometrists (Provider 
Type 18) may submit claims to the MA Program for procedure code 67820 as follows:   

Procedure 
Code 

Provider 
Type

Provider 
Specialty

Place 
of 

Service 

Description Pricing 
Modifier

Info 
Modifier

MA Fee Limits 

67820 18 180 11, 21, 
23, 24, 
31, 32, 

99 

Correction of trichiasis; 
epilation, by forceps only 

Rt, Lt, 50 $35.00 1 per 
eye/per 

day 

The Optometrist MA Program Outpatient Fee Schedule has been updated to reflect this 
change.  Providers may access the on-line version of the fee schedule at the Office of Medical 
Assistance Programs (OMAP) website at:  
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/PartnersProviders/MedicalAssistance/.  

http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/PartnersProviders/MedicalAssistance/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/publications/forproviders/schedules/mafeeschedules/index.htm

