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PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this bulletin is to inform you of the certification process if you are interested in providing selected services under 
the PDA Waiver Program. The certification process was first described in Medical Assistance (MA) Bulletin 23-95-09/28-95-
05/29-95-05/33-95-06/35-95-06/39-95-05 entitled, “Pennsylvania Department of Aging (PDA) Waiver Certification Process” 
issued on October 16, 1995. 

SCOPE: 

This bulletin applies to the following providers enrolled in the MA Program: home health agencies, outpatient drug and alcohol 
clinics, outpatient psychiatric clinics, psychiatric partial hospitalization facilities, county nursing facilities, and private nursing 
facilities who wish to participate in the PDA Waiver Program. 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 

The Department issued an MA Bulletin entitled, “Expansion of the PDA Waiver”, which explains the PDA Waiver and the 
services that can be provided under the Waiver. That bulletin states that if you are interested in providing services covered by 
the Waiver, you must go through a certification process. This bulletin explains that process. 

PROCEDURE: 

If your agency or business provides services in Allegheny, Bradford, Cambria, Delaware, Fayette, Greene, Montgomery, 
Sullivan, Susquehanna, Tioga, Washington, or Westmoreland counties, and you wish to provide services covered under the 
PDA Waiver, you must be certified by the local Area Agency on Aging (AAA). 

Certification Process: 

1.	 Contact your local AAA for information on the PDA Waiver and its certification process. A list of AAAs is located in this 
bulletin under “Inquiries”. 

2.	 The AAA will certify your participation in the PDA Waiver and will assist you in completing the certification forms. The 
AAA will be responsible for submitting the completed forms to MA. 

3.	 After you are enrolled to provide services under the PDA Waiver, you must notify the AAA regarding any changes to 
your enrollment, eg., address changes, decision to withdraw from the PDA Waiver, etc. 

4.	 The AAA will conduct regular quality assurance monitoring visits of your agency. 

5.	 If you are not certified or if you are involuntarily disenrolled from the PDA Waiver, you will have the right to appeal that 
decision. Information on the appeal process will be made available to you at that time. 



6.	 Provider Types 35 and 36 (County and Private Nursing facilities) will automatically be enrolled to provide respite care; 
however, for other types of services covered under the Waiver (such as, older adult daily living center services, meal 
preparation and delivery, etc.), nursing facilities must go through the AAA’s certification process, as outlined in this 
bulletin. 

Services/Rates/Billing: 

The local AAA will determine the services required by the PDA Waiver recipient. All services must be prior-approved by a care 
manager at the AAA. Rates will be determined through a negotiation process between you and the AAA. This will occur either 
at the time you are certified, or, in certain circumstances, when you are asked to provide a service. 

A bulletin on billing instructions is enclosed in this packet for your information. The most significant changes in completing your 
invoice will be the use of the new type of service “55” (PDA Waiver services), the inclusion of the PDA Waiver Authorization 
Number, and billing for a full month of service(s) on an invoice. You must use Type of Service 55 for any claims that you submit 
for PDA Waiver services. 

Inquiries: 

For questions on the PDA Program: what it is, how to enroll, assistance on completing certification forms, status of enrollment, 
changes to enrollment, rates, recipient’s plan of care, etc., please direct your questions to the appropriate local AAA for you 
county as listed below: 

County Area Agency on Aging Phone 

Allegheny Department of Aging Allegheny County 412/350-4234 

Montgomery Montgomery County Aging and Adult Services 610/278-3601 

Bradford, Sullivan, 
Susquehanna, Tioga 

Area Agency on Aging for 
Tioga/Bradford/Susquehanna/ Sullivan Counties 

1-800-982-4346 

Cambria Cambria County Area Agency on Aging 814/472-5580 

Delaware County of Delaware Services of the Aging 610/713-2100 

Washington, Fayette, 
Greene 

Southwestern PA AAA, Inc. 412/684-9000 Ext. 4524 

Westmoreland Area Agency on Aging of Westmoreland County 412/830-4444 

KEEP THIS BULLETIN AND ALL BULLETINS RELATING TO THE PDA WAIVER WITH YOUR HANDBOOK FOR FUTURE 
REFERENCE. 

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS BULLETIN SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO: 
The appropriate toll-free inquiry line for your provider type. 

Visit the Office of Medical Assistance Programs website at www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap.  

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/

