MEDICAL ASSISTANCE BULLETIN
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA * DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE

SUBJECT BY

Automated Clearinghouse (ACH) - Electronic ;
Funds Transfer .

Peg J. Dierkers, Ph.D.
Deputy Secretary for Medical Assistance Programs

NUMBER: 99-01-04
ISSUE DATE: May 4, 2001
EFFECTIVE DATE: April 16, 2001
PURPOSE:

The purpose of this bulletin is to notify all providers enrolled in the Medical Assistance (MA) Program that effective April 16, 2001,
electronic funds transfer (direct deposit) service will be available for MA payments. This service, known as Automated Clearinghouse
(ACH), will decrease the turnaround time for payment and reduce administrative costs.

SCOPE:
This Bulletin applies to all providers enrolled in the MA program.

BACKGROUND:

Providers interested in switching to ACH should follow the procedures outlined in the attached pages. Also included is an application
for enroliment in the ACH program. ACH will be implemented in phases by provider type to ensure applications are processed on a
timely basis. Instructions are provided for initial enrollment in the program and also for any changes that may need to be made to
account information. When a completed and signed application is received, a notification letter will be sent to providers reflecting the
account information that was entered into the system. It is extremely important that this information be verified, as incorrect
information will affect the posting of future payments to the account. To assist providers, the Department's contractor, Electronic Data
Systems (EDS), has established an ACH unit to process the applications, handle inquiries, and provide all necessary forms for
enrolling in ACH.

MA providers may choose to follow the current process and continue to receive paper checks.

Attachments:

. Automated Clearinghouse - Electronic Funds Transfer Information
. Automated Clearinghouse Application

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS BULLETIN SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO:

Automated Clearinghouse Unit - EDS
275 Grandview Avenue, 3rd Floor
Camp Hill, PA 17011
717-975-6789

Visit the Office of Medical Assistance Programs website at www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap.
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