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PURPOSE:

 

 

The purpose of this bulletin is to notify all providers that effective November 8, 1996, recipients enrolled in the FCN do not 
need a referral from the Primary Care Case Manager (PCCM) to access chiropractic services.  

SCOPE: 

This bulletin is applies to all providers enrolled in the Medical Assistance program. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) approved the Department’s request for a waiver renewal to continue the 
FCN for the period July 30, 1996, through July 29, 1998. Chiropractic care was included under the services needing PCCM 
referral in the approved waiver renewal.  

DISCUSSION: 

Act No. 1996-1A, signed on June 29, 1996, states: “The Department of Public Welfare shall not require a recipient in the 
Family Care Network to obtain a physician referral in order to receive chiropractic services.” 

The Department requested a waiver modification from HCFA to make this change and received approval to exclude 
chiropractic services from the referral process. Effective November 8,1996, recipients enrolled in the FCN may access 
chiropractic services without referral from the PCCM. 

BILLING PROCEDURE: 

Invoices for chiropractic services provided to children in the FCN on and after November 8, 1996, do not need a referring 
physician’s MAID # in item 24 of the Physician’s Invoice (MA 319) or item 17a of the HCFA 1500.  

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS BULLETIN SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO: 
Call the appropriate toll-free number for your provider type.  

Visit the Office of Medical Assistance Programs website at www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap.  

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/

