
NOTICE OF RULE CHANGE 

The Department of Public Welfare announces that effective July 1, 1998, the 
Medical Assistance Program is: 

1. revising its definition of "emergency admission"; 
2. adding new definitions of "emergency medical condition" and "emergency 

medical care"; 
3. deleting the definitions of "emergency situation" and "emergency accident 

care"; and 
4. deleting Appendix A of Chapter 1221, relating to Clinic and Emergency Room 

Services. 

This Rule Change will be adopted by final rulemaking to 55 Pa. Code Chapter 1101, 
Section 1101.21; Chapter 1141, Sections 1141.2, 1141 59; Chapter 1150, Section 
1150.2; and Chapter 1221, Sections 1221.2, 1221.59. 

The Department, in consultation with the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American 
College of Emergency Physicians and the Hospital and Healthservices Association of 
Pennsylvania (HAP), is deleting the current definition of an "emergency situation" and 
replacing it with the definition of "emergency medical condition". The new definition is 
consistent with the definition included in the Balanced Budget Act of 1997. 

The Department is also replacing the definition of "emergency situation" in 
Section 1141.2 with a definition of "emergency medical care"; deleting the definition of 
"emergency accident care" and modifying the definition of "emergency medical care" in 
Section 1221.2; and revising the definition of "emergency admission" in Section 1150.2. 
In addition, the Department is revising the section on "Non-emergency use of the 
emergency room" under "Noncompensable services" in Sections 1141.59 and 1221 -59. 

Because of the unlimited numbers of medical conditions that could constitute an 
emergency situation, the list of symptoms and diagnoses in Appendix A to Chapter 1221 
has become unintentionally restrictive. As a result, the Department is deleting Appendix 
A and all references to Appendix A throughout the regulations. 

Failure to adopt these rule changes may result in recipients being denied 
emergency room services that are actual emergency situations. 

This Rule Change has been reviewed by the Office of General Counsel and the 
Office of Attorney General. 

This Rule Change is made pursuant to the Joint Committee on Documents 
Resolution 1998-1 (2), 28 Pa.B. 2629 (June 6, 1998), and will be in effect for 365 days 
pending adoption of final rulemaking by the Department. 

A copy of this notice is available for review at local county assistance offices 
throughout the Commonwealth. Interested persons are invited to submit written 
comments to this notice within 30 days of this publication. Comments should be sent to 
the Department of Public Welfare, Office of Medical Assistance Programs, c/o Deputy 
Secretary's Office, Attention: Suzanne Love, Room 515 Health and Welfare Building, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 171 20. 



Persons with a disability may use the AT&T Relay Service by calling 1-800-654- 
5984 (TDD users) or 1-800-654-5988 (Voice users). If you require another alternative, 
please contact Thomas Vracarich at (717) 783-2209.

Feather 0. Houstoun 
Secretary 

Department of Public Welfare 

 




