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IMPORTANT REMINDER: All Medical Assistance providers, regardless of method of claims 
submission will be required to register an NPI number with DPW.  Learn more about the 
registration process and requirements at http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/Business/NPIinfo/

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this bulletin is to: 

1. Remind Medical Assistance (MA) enrolled providers that effective August 1, 2007, as 
described under MA Bulletin 01-07-03 et al, providers who dispense hearing aid supplies 
must have submitted a copy of their current Department of Health (DOH) certification and 
added Provider Specialty 220 (Hearing Aid Dispenser) to their MA provider enrollment file 
in order to provide and bill for hearing aid supplies; 

2.  Notify MA enrolled providers who dispense hearing aid supplies that they should submit 
their renewed DOH certification to MA provider enrollment by March 16 each year; and 

3. Issue an updated MA Program Fee Schedule for Hearing Aid Supplies to reflect the 
Provider Specialty 220 requirement. 

SCOPE: 

This bulletin applies to all physicians (provider type (PT) 31), audiologists (PT 20), 
pharmacies (PT 24), medical suppliers (PT 25) and outpatient hospital clinics (PT 01) that 
dispense hearing aid supplies to MA recipients.  Providers dispensing hearing aid supplies to MA 
recipients enrolled under the MA managed care delivery system should address any coding or 
rate-related questions to the appropriate MA managed care organization. 

*01-07-07  24-07- 09 31-07-12 
 20-07-03  25-07-04 

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS BULLETIN SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO: 

The appropriate toll-free number for your provider type.  

Visit the Office of Medical Assistance Programs website at www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap 

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/provider/nationalprovideridentifiernpiinformation/index.htm
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/
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BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 

In accordance with provisions of the Hearing Aid Sales Registration Law and DOH 
regulations at 28 Pa. Code § 25.204, certification from the DOH is required to dispense 
hearing aids and registrants shall apply for certificate renewal annually, by March 16 each year 
prior to the certificate’s expiration.  As stated in MA Bulletin 01-94-08, a current DOH 
certification is required in order for providers to enroll in the MA Program as a hearing aid 
dispenser. 

Prior to March 1, 2007, the Department of Public Welfare (Department) established a 
specific PROMISe™ Provider Specialty, 220 (Hearing Aid Dispenser), for MA-enrolled hearing 
aid dispensers; however, this 220 provider specialty was only available for enrolled 
audiologists and medical suppliers.  Effective March 1, 2007, Provider Specialty 220 also 
became available for those enrolled physicians, pharmacies and outpatient hospital clinics that 
dispense hearing aids and possess current DOH certification.  As described in MA Bulletin 01-
07-03 et al, the Department designated the period from March 1, 2007 through July 31, 2007 
for enrolled hearing aid dispensers to update their enrollment files to include Provider Specialty 
220.   

The Medical Supplies, Durable Medical Equipment, Orthotics, Prosthetics, Vision and 
Hearing Aids Cross Walk issued under MA Bulletin 25-05-04 et al, effective December 5, 2005, 
included hearing aid supplies that could be dispensed by additional physician, pharmacy and 
medical supplier provider specialties beyond the 220 provider specialty.  Likewise, the Hearing 
Aid Supplies Local to National Procedure Code Crosswalk issued under MA Bulletin 01-07-02 
et al, effective March 1, 2007 identified additional physician, audiologist, and outpatient 
hospital clinic provider specialties beyond the 220 provider specialty specifically to account for 
hearing aid supplies provided and billed for during the March 1, 2007 through July 31, 2007 
window described above.    

Effective August 1, 2007, any claims for hearing aid supplies submitted by providers 
without Provider Specialty 220 and a current DOH certification will deny.  The Department has 
updated the MA Program Fee Schedule for Hearing Aid Supplies to reflect that only providers 
with Provider Specialty 220 are eligible to bill for hearing aid procedure codes.  

The Department is also revising the procedural instruction to providers under MA 
Bulletin 01-07-03 et al, regarding the timeline to submit DOH certification renewals to MA 
Provider Enrollment.  MA Bulletin 01-07-03 et al indicates that certificate renewals should be 
submitted to Provider Enrollment by June 1 each year; however, to minimize gaps between the 
expiration date of the provider’s prior DOH certification and the processing of the renewed 
certification into the provider’s MA enrollment file, the Department is revising this date to 
March 16 each year.  Providers are encouraged to submit their renewal applications to DOH 
timely, so that there are no unnecessary claim denials resulting from lack of current DOH 
certificates in the MA provider enrollment files.    
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PROCEDURE: 

The attached MA Program Fee Schedule for Hearing Aid Supplies identifies the current 
national procedure codes for hearing aid supplies issued under MA Bulletin 01-07-02 et al and 
MA Bulletin 25-05-04 et al, updated to reflect the Provider Specialty 220 requirement.  All other 
information regarding these codes remains unchanged from MA Bulletin 01-07-02 et al and MA 
Bulletin 25-05-04 et al.  Physicians, audiologists, medical suppliers, pharmacies, and 
outpatient hospital clinics should refer to the attached Fee Schedule for hearing aid supplies 
dispensed on or after August 1, 2007.   

Renewal of DOH Certification 
DOH hearing aid dispensing certification renewals should be submitted to MA Provider 

Enrollment by March 16 each year.  Failure to submit proof of renewed DOH certification may 
result in claim denials and inability to bill for hearing aid supplies. 

Please note: MA Bulletins 01-07-02 et al, 01-07-03 et al and 25-05-04 et al otherwise 
remain in effect. 

Providers may access the MA Bulletins referenced above on-line, under the Office of 
Medical Assistance Programs' (OMAP) website at the following link:  
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap/omapprovmain.asp.   

ATTACHMENT: Hearing Aid Supplies MA Program Fee Schedule 

http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap/omapprovmain.asp
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/provider/index.htm

