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PURPOSE:

The purpose of this bulletin is to notify private psychiatric hospitals of the Health Care Financing Administration's (HCFA) 
clarification regarding "independent" team certification of need for patients under 21 years of age. 

SCOPE:

This bulletin applies to all private psychiatric hospitals enrolled in the Medical Assistance Program. This bulletin does not
apply to psychiatric units of acute care hospitals.

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:

This bulletin is a follow up to Medical Assistance Bulletin 13-91-01, issued June 24, 1991, regarding Certification of Need - 
Medical Assistance Patients under the Age of 21. In that bulletin, the Department indicated that it would seek clarification from 
HCFA regarding its interpretation of an independent team and would notify hospitals, through a medical assistance bulletin, of 
any clarifications received from HCFA regarding this issue. 

PROCEDURE:

HCFA has notified the Department that it is developing revised regulations regarding inpatient psychiatric care for individuals
under age 21. HCFA anticipates publication by Spring 1992, and expects that the revised regulations will modify the current 
provisions relating to the certifying team. 

In the interim, HCFA will maintain its current policy; that is, a person who is employed by a facility cannot be considered to be 
"independent". However, HCFA has said that if a person serves as a consultant at a facility, HCFA would consider the degree 
of the relationship with the facility. A person who consults infrequently could be considered independent. It would be 
permissible for hospitals to contract with doctors not employed by or practicing at the hospital to participate on an independent 
certification team." According to HCFA, the minimum number of individuals needed to comprise a team is two, which includes 
a physician and one other health care professional.

The hospital is responsible for ensuring the performance of required reviews to certify hospital services. Costs relating to
these reviews may be included on the medical assistance cost report. 

The Department will notify hospitals of any changes HCFA makes to the current requirements. 

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS BULLETIN SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO:

In Pennsylvania call: 1-800-822-2901
Out-of-State call: 1-800-441-8187 

Or Write: 
Division of Inpatient Programs 
P.O. Box 8047
Harrisburg, PA 17105

Visit the Office of Medical Assistance Programs website at www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap. 

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/

