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PURPOSE:

The purpose of this bulletin is to alert providers to a change in federal regulations that may allow Medical Assistance coverage 
for certain aliens when an emergency medical condition exists 

SCOPE:

This bulletin is applicable to all providers enrolled in the Medical Assistance program. 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:

Aliens who have not been admitted for permanent residence have not been eligible for benefits under the Medical Assistance 
Program. Effective January 1, 1987, the Sixth Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1986 (SOBRA), extended Medical 
Assistance coverage to aliens not lawfully admitted for permanent residence under provision of law, or otherwise permanently 
residing in the United States, if the alien has an emergency medical condition and meets the income, resource and other 
categorical requirements of the Medical Assistance program. Aliens who may now be eligible for medical assistance in
emergency conditions include foreign students, foreign crewmen on shore leave, temporary workers including agricultural 
contract workers, illegal aliens and other who are visiting the United States on a visa or for a specific time frame. 

Therefore, if you treat an alien who requires emergency medical care, he or she may be eligible for medical assistance
coverage. An emergency condition is defined by SOBRA § 9406 (a) (v) (3) as "a medical condition (including emergency labor
and delivery) manifesting itself by acute symptoms of sufficient severity (including severe pain) such that the absence of 
immediate medical attention could reasonably be expected to result in (A) placing the patient's health in serious jeopardy, (B)
serious impairment to bodily functions or (C) serious dysfunction of any bodily organ or part." 

PROCEDURE:

The provider should assist an alien who has an emergency medical condition to apply for medical assistance. If the alien is 
not eligible, he will be responsible for his own medical care. Hospitals may help the alien complete the application form
according to current procedures. Other providers should refer the alien to the local County Assistance Office (CAO) for a 
determination of medical assistance eligibility. (Neither the provider nor the County Assistance Office is required to report the
illegal alien to the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). However, you may wish to suggest that the alien contact the 
INS regarding legalization.) 

The CAO will require a written statement from the provider to verify the emergency medical condition. The statement must 
identify the provider of services(s) and include: 

1. the diagnosis 

2. a statement that the treatment was necessary due to an emergency, and

3. the expected date of recovery 

The CAO will determine eligibility for the Medical Assistance Program based upon income, resource, and other categorical 
requirements for those aliens who apply for medical assistance and meet the SOBRA definition. 

If the alien is determined eligible for medical assistance on the date of service, you may then submit an invoice for payment 
according to your handbook instructions. 



COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS BULLETIN SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO:

Your local CAO Office.

Visit the Office of Medical Assistance Programs website at www.dpw.state.pa.us/omap. 
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